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24 iy. Mee 
, ‘fallen, Pe icahty. distan recent monthe: 


the same period. 


wr CHARLTON. —Compare the 
‘ price of hides with the prices which are 
_ being charged for’ boots. I could cite 
dozens of instances of a similar character, 
This: is a question which will have to be 
- faced in the near future. We must take 
the necessary action to prevent our manu- 
facturers exploiting the people of this 
country. So far as soap is concerned, it 
is in a similar position to that oceupied — 
by tallow. The great body of men who 
_ use tallow in mining enterprises have 
been. compelled to pay three times its pre- 
war price for it. The same remark 3 
applicable to soap; 


fallen considerably. _ 

‘ Mr. CHARLTON.—But 
fallen to the extent that it should. Some 
time iaust elapse before articles of this 
_ eharacter decline to reasonable prices. 
But that is no reason why we should not 
‘attempt to buttress our own industries. 
_ Soap making is not confined to a couple 
of companies in the Commonwealth. 
_. Mr. Greznz.—There are about sixty: 
te or seventy firms engaged in it. 

- Mr. CHARLTON.—Many | of thomas 

: Arne conduct operations only in a small 
way, and some of them are located in 
_ country towns. Consequently they must 
_be protected, and as we are about to im? 
pose an additional duty upon ordinary 
soap, I see no objection to the duty which 
it is proposed to levy 3 upon fancy ‘soaps. 
We shal] have to da “something in the 
ear future to insure profitable employ- 
ment to our own people, because nobody, 
knows what the next two or three years 
will bring forth. It is possible that we 


Fancy soaps are luxuries, and if people 
vant them they should ‘be compelled to 
y for them. — 

_ Mr. JOWETT (een ran ony [10. 6] Poy 
e that the Committee will support 
et. of acy eee ster (Mr. 


. ie Saran of the honorable member for 


As a matter of fact, the price of almost the soapg which are used by the multi 
| every commodity that we have:been dis-~ 
eussing has materially declined during — 


Mr, pic. —But not in the same ratio, CG 


good enough for them, they should be 


1a 
~ an industry without doing harm to bad: 


Mr. Jowrrr.—The price of tallow hone! considerable body of persons. 


ate has nok. 


at such a cheap rate, that we ought to be — 
able not only to supply the wen arpe 


*. Of them, aa 


‘relating to the operations of the huge 


particularly with Great Britain Sa 


shall experience a very trying time. 


oe Ae Cites Ksogdon, "These. are. 


‘There 


ig 


tude of the people in Australia. 
is, however, a proposal to increase the : 
duty which is at present levied “upon 
fancy soaps. That increase, in the case of 
toilet, fancy, or medicated soaps from th 
United Kingdom, amounts to only. 5 el 
cent.. It is a very small increase, and I 
shall support it upon the ground that these 
soaps are generally absolute, luxuries. 
They are mainly used by the rich, and 
if the ordinary household soaps are not 


obliged to pay a little more for their 
luxuries. it is in the highest degree de- 
sirable that articles of luxury should pay 
duty upon a considerably higher “scale 
than should articles of necessity. This’ 
is a clear case of granting protection to 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) | 10. 9} a | 
regard to household soap, I imagine that 
we could almost dispense with any duty — 
whatever. The industry has been estab- 
lished so long, and the raw product is sold : 


of our own people in the matter of ordi- — 
nary soaps, but te become large exporters 


Mr. Greene.—I pope that we shall be, 


before long. - 
“Mr. GREGORY.—So far. ag ‘ toileb 
soaps are concerned, I have here statistics 


English Combine which has been created. 


...a Combine which has its tentacles Nese : 


in Australia. There are certain - 


Sapnoek to such a ‘eon opoly: u Aeaee: a 
help forward trade with the Empire, and 


Mr. Lazzarint.—To which soap ‘mono- 
poly does the honorable mother | refer? 


Mr. 
The Minister “Ot. 
ready pointed out that a Teen quan- 
tity. of these soaps come from Ger-. 
many and Italy. I am_ not prepared 
to grant any concession to these ¢oun- 
tries. But I think that we ought to 
endeavour to build up trade. with - the 
United Kingdom. I cannot follow the 


Ports” (Mr bariawig 1 because ay 


8576 Larvff. 
it has not been shown that in these indus- 
tries any great care has been taken of the 
workers. Complaints have been made of 
the high cost of living, and in almost 
every country of the world the wages paid 
have been better than those paid in Aus- 
tralia. The people who have been mak- 
ing fortunes here have not been too care- 
ful of the interests of the workers. 

Mr. Maxirn.—But prices are based 
‘upon the capacity of the people to pay. 

Mr. GREGORY.—We have been going 
absolutely mad in this Chamber during 
the past few days. I am satisfied that a 
day of reckoning will come. I move— 

That sub-item Aa be amended by adding 
after the words ‘‘ 35 per cent.’’ the words 
“And’ on and after 20th May, 1921, per 1b., 
Sd., or ad val., 30 per cent. (British).” 

Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [10.14]. 
--One must admire the pertinacity of a 
good Free Trader like the honorab'e mem- 
ber for Dampier, who, nevertheless, is 
not a Free Trader in the scientific sense 
of the word. He has advanced the same 
old argument about the existence of a 
Combine. But if this Parliament chooses 
to do so, it can legislate to control that 
Combine. The Soap Combine in England 
is one of the greatest in the world. But 
surely the honorable member will agree 
that no more important pronouncement 
has been made by a manufacturer than 
that which was recently made by Lord 
Leverhulme, who is the head of Lever 
Brothers. He has gone so far as to advo- 
-eate a six-hour day, and for that I thank 
him. He was one of the first men in 
Hingland to reduce the working day to 
eight hours. 

Mr. Hrit.—And well he might. 

Dr. MALONEY.—I quite agree; but 
when one is not expecting it from such a 
source, there is all the more credit in that 
it should have emanated therefrom. He 
also reduced women’s working hours to 
seven per day. He built healthy cottages 
at Port Sunlight, where the death-rate 
was not one-half what it was, only 2 
miles distant, in one of the suburbs of 
Liverpool. , 

Mr, Hirn—And the poor people all 
over the United Kingdom paid for it. 

Dr: MALONEY.—Possibly. | Never- 
theless, his was a splendid example, 
which was not followed all over Britain— 
because the House of Commons did not 
do its duty, just as this House does not 
do its duty. If Lord Leverhulme were 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


Tariff. . ne 


to introduce a six-hour day in ‘Austnilis | 
his example would be followed much more | 


facturers than by those in the ‘Ua 
Kingdom. I would prefer not to see J | 
of soap come into Australia. Are we n 
ae of making all our own pei: 


of prices upon which this Howse on 
sist.’ I hope the honorable member fo 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) will not continue 
to advance the old argument, “It will 
build up a big combine here.” I ¢ 
with the sentiments expressed by the hon 
orable member for Port Melbourne (Mr 
Mathews). I, too, if it were possible 
would prevent anything coming into Aus 
tralia that can be manufactured here— 
making this reservation only: that Par- 
liament should control and insist upon © 
the observance of fixed prices. And, fur- | 
ther, when the law is broken in that re- 

spect, the punishment should be gaol, 
Fines are no good in the cases of: rich ~ . 
combines. may ny 


Mr. LAZZARINT. (Weria an 0. 120]. eh 
—I am in sympathy with’ the desire to ~ 
impose high duties in respect of all ; oods 
which are imported, but which could be 
adequately manufactured in Australia, 
My one objection to the imposition of 
duties is where they apply to article 
which are not made locally in sufficien 
quantity to fulfil our requirements. Th. 
reservation cannot apply, however, to. th 
manufacture of soap. It is fallacious 
say that the imposition of high duties. 3 
bound to build up monopolies ; but even 
if that were the outcome, they would be 
monopolies which we could deal “with. 
Does the honorable member for Dampie 
(Mr. Gregory) think there is not a monc¢ 
poly among the importing agencies? 
They are the most easily constituted, the 
most dangerous, and the greediest of al 
monopolies. I have been pleased to listen 
to the arguments advanced to-night from 
the corner in denunciation of monopolists. 
I look for the support of honorable mem- 
bers of the Country party whenever 
motions may be launched from this side 
to deal with monopolies and pr ofiteers. I 
trust the proposed imposts will stand. I 
would support an even higher duty an 
a mines, Se hie 


es 


cp very briefly, to call attention to one 


ing industry in Australia. 
ginning to: build up an. export trade. 
he | Oyer-sea markets are, being secured. Last 
| -¥ear we exported, in fancy soaps, 500,225 
'  Ibs., of a value of £47,206; and in house- 
yee hold soaps, 8,007,356 lbs., 

‘ £174, 724. 

if Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [10.24]. 
at —Some honorable members think that, so 
long as there can be provided common 
_ soap for the common people, there is no 
_ need to worry about anything, or any one, 
f* else. But there are such things as fine 
toilet soaps.. Why should not “the com- 
mon people, who are the backbone of this 
country, use good soap? Honorable 


of fancy toilet soaps in order to keep the 
-. ¢@ommon people from using them. I will 
not oppose the proposed duty, but I warn 
honorable members that the result will be 
that Lever Bros., and one or two other 
- firms which control the industry in the 


ee opportunity to still further increase the 
price of toilet soaps. The English firm 


: near is making. toilet soaps in. areata to- 
ae ‘day, and the imposition of this duty will | 


- not cause it to make any more here than 
at present. 


of Lever. Bros. If we impose a high 
duty, that firm will import just a little of 


supply Ny local market with its locally- 
made article, upon which the price will 


suffer a little more, and the wealthy 
manufacturers will make a ttle more. 

_ Amendment negatived.. 

_ Ttem agreed to. — 


item 97 (Starch), item 98 (Starch flours, 
. including custard powders), and item 99 
t (Straw) agreed’ to. : 

ever 100" (hea). o i. ; 
_ Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10. 98]. — 
I do not propose now to enter into serious 
_ discussion of this item further than to 
suggest that the Committee might agree 
to allow tea from within the Empire to 


ced i in. foreign untries. 


uth “JACKSON Bach to. 93; Log aa 


me interesting phase of the soap-manufactur- 
: lt is now be- 


valued oa 


been decided to give preference to re 


members now want to put up the price- 


Commonwealth, will merely employ the 


‘When. we import toilet soaps. 
from England we get them from a branch . 


its” English manufacture, and will then 


have been put up. The poor people will : 


; | i are lost; and if they have furnished any 
Item 95 (Sparklets), item 96 F< picoly) 


went away ig not so large asthe honor 


free, and to impose a duty Mae | 
a) of that ; 
by radio inquiring where the Commission — 
135. and what i it is ater aie 


Calniehey teas Wen 
ene Pong Py 


ose of Representatives. a 


Friday, 20 May, 1 991. 


Mr. Drpury SpraKxur (Hon. Ae Mw 
Chanter) took the chair at 11 ae and 
read prayers. : 


ey 
how 


PREFERENCE TO dase: 
Burrav or Science AND Inpustry. 


Mr. ATKINSON .—TI ask the Minas 
for Trade-and Customs whether it has’ 


turned soldiers in making appointments 
for the establishment. of “the Bureau of | 
Science and Industry, and if not, mae 
he will give us the assurance that are cf 
ence will be shown to returned soldiers? © 


Mr. GREENE.—_So far as I know, ‘ap- 
plications for positions in the Bureau mi 


have not yet come before me, but when ~ 


they do the claims of returned soldiers : . 
will receive due consideration. The work — 


‘to be done is highly technical, and in the ; 


tinal selection the first consideration must ~ 
be the fitness of the applicant to perform — | 
it. Subject to fitness, of course, Pa 
ence will be given to returned soldiers. 


NEW GUINEA EXPEDITION. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I understand — 
that Dr. Campbell Brown and about. 
twelve others left in October last for New 
Guinea and the adjacent islands as a 
Commission. Will the Acting Prime 
Minister say what has become of them; 
whether they are still in the Territory, or 


report to the Government on the, work, 
that has been done? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—At the noes 
I cannot say whether they are lost, stolen 
or strayed. The number of those who 


avle member thinks; less than halt-a- dozen a 
Went. SCA 
Mr. James Paagu.—Several ha drifted 
back on their own. 


_ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I ee nothin 


but have sent a communication 


WAR SERVICE HOMES 
- COMMISSION. 


Pusrcuast or Saw Mitts anp Timper 
AREAS. 


Mr. FOWLER presented the report: of 
the Joint Committee on Public Accounts 
upon the purchase of saw mills and tim- 
ber areas by the War Service Homes 
Commission. 

Ordered to be printed. 


OLD-AGE PENSIONS. fi 

Mr. BOWDEN.—-In view of the state- 
ment made recently by the Treasurer that 
it is impossible at the present time to in- 
erease the old-age pensions, 1 ask the 
right honorable gentleman if an arrange- 
ment could not be made which would per- 
mit pensioners to earn a little more money 
on their own account, without suffering a 
reduction of pension? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Even that 
would involve a big outlay by the Com- 
monwealth, because it would increase the 
number of persons eligible for pensions. 
If you allowed pensioners to earn another 


£1 per week, you would increase the cost 


of the pensions to the Commonwealth by 
about £750,000 a year. 


BASIC WAGE. 
Mr. Knress’ Rervort. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I ask the Acting 
Prime Minister to make available the re- 
port of Mr. Knibbs to the Prime Minister 
on the operation of the basic wage? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—When the hon- 
orable member mentioned the matter be- 
fore, I “referred the question to Mr. 
Knibbs, who was then on the point of 
atarting for Queensland, and he did not 
see his way to give his consent to the 
publication of the report, which is in its 
nature confidential. When he returns, I 
shall consult him about it again.) 


ART UNION AND LOTTERY 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. BAMFORD.—As the Postmaster- 
General’s Department will not deliver cor- 
respondence addressed to Tattersall’s or to 
the agents of the firm in Tasmania or 
elsewhere, I ask whether there is the same 
embargo on letters addressed to the direc- 
tors of the Golden Casket lottery, and 
whether it is intended to treat in the same 
way letters sent in eonnexion with the 


South Wales Government. 
Mr. WISE.—Our action in en,” Oy he 


the New South Wales lottery will be de oe 
termined. when the occasion arises. As’ 
for the first part of the question, I replied | 
some time ago that we do not prohibit” 
correspondence addressed to the Be 
for art unions, 


EXPORTATION OF WHEAT . N 
FLOUR TO SOUTH AFRICA, 


Mr. RILEY.—On the day that t 
Prime Minister left for England, he pr 
mised to refer to the Acting Prime Mi 
ister my request that the names of the 
persons responsible for the exportation of he 
bad wheat to South Africa should be made 
known. “He said that the Acting Prime 
Minister, no doubt, would give the infor 
mation. Is thé right honorable: ae 4 
man in a position to do so? if 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If the hones 
able member will place his question on 
the notice-paper, I shall see if I can get 
him an answer; but the subject is full of | 
difficulties, and I think that, the less sai 
about it until these have been cleared up 
the better. ; 

Mr. Rirey.—Will you make a ‘st 
ment about it? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. ee) canna do 
that yet, because we are in communica 
with the South African Government 
garding it. 


hee 


WAR SERVICE HOMES ~ 
OPERATIONS. 


pect the promised statement about the 
operations and future programme of 
War Service hoe apes 


full statement hops the end of the ‘Pr 
sent financial year. The Publie A 
counts Committee has been 1 inquiring 
the operations of the War Service ‘omes 
Commission, and has just presented a re- 
port, and an advisory and consultative - 
Board, with which I am in constant con- 
sultation, sits daily. My colleague, bes 
tor Millen, and I have discussed many sof 
their recommendations, and. so has the 
Cabinet. I assure the ‘honorable member 
that no half measures will be taken to pu 
the operations of the Cone om 
poe business footing. ae 


Wi noe Pool In inquiry. 


“VW. GREGORY (for ne 
pe the Minister represen ning the Min- 
ister for Celta upon notice— 

1. What is the total area of land ee 
‘by the War Service Homes Commission for 


. building purposes, and the total purchase money 
__ paid, or contracted to be paid, for same? 


fe 2. What proportion. of the said land has 
at been built upon, and when is it anticipated tie 
balance will be utilized? 


3. What number of War Service Homes in 
each State has been built in— 


(a) the capital cities; 
(6) other parts of the State? 


Mr. RODGERS.—The desired particu- 


lars are being obtained. 


WHEAT POOL INQUIRY. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Can the 
_ \ Acting Prime Minister give me any idea 
_ when I may be able to bring forward for 
debate the notice of motion ‘which I have 
on the business-paper proposing an in- 
 quiry into the Wheat Pools? 
_ the wide-spread feeling existing through- 
eut the country, is it not his opinion that 
there should be an investigation of the 


Kind? x wie 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I cannot, at 


this moment, fix a date for the discussion 

of the honorable member’ Ss motion. Per- 
sonally, I do not see what is to be gained 
by an inquiry of the nature indicated. 
The Wheat Pools are State matters,. and 
only in the remotest degtee do they affect 
the ) Commonwealth. 


ey Mr. Parker Mortonzy.—The Com- 
,  monwealth has been interested in every 
BS one of the Pools, as the Minister knows. 


« year, for instance, 
_ arranging finances. But the Common- 
wealth has nothing whatever to do with 
the administrative activities of the Wheat 

) Board this year. 


My. Parxer Moronzy.—I mean 1 during 
. “the past five years. 


ae inate applies i in regard to the other years. 


State Governments; and, really, I object 
to the Commonwealth being called upon 
: i acy, 


- f20 Mar, 1921, 4 Misaltant Inoperal Porce. 


Earle Pacn) 


‘In view of 


iar OSEPH COOK. Interested this 
in the matter of | 


‘M. Chanter).—Order! 


-membér may not continue to question a — 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The same re- 


The matter has been controlled ps the - 


so 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
- Menvarty Arriicrep Sorprers. — al : 


Mr. LISTER —About a fortnight” 
ago, I asked questions in this House re- — 
garding the ultimate home to be provided _ 
for certain returned soldiers who have been 
mentally afflicted, and the Assistant Min- — 
ister for Repatriation gave me to under- 
stand that provision was being made by © 
the Commonwealth Government for the 
care of these men. Since the House met 
this morning, I have been informed, over 
the iwlephone: that instructions have heen | 
issued to the officials at Mont Park 
Hospital that, on the first of next month,. 
the control of that institution is to- he 
handed over to the State authorities. In 
the course of my questions, I explained — 
to the Minister the disabilities under 
which these unfortunates would be placed 
should they be transferred to State cone 
trol. I wish to know whether it is a : 
fact that the transfer is to be made; and, — 


xf so, how it coincides with the assurance _ 


given me by the Minister only a ne x 


‘tively few days ago. 


Mr. RODGERS.—I know nothing, per-_ 


-sonally, of such an instruction. The mat- — 


ter has not been brought under my notice, - 
nor has my authority been sought or — 
given. I repeat the assurance which I ~ 
gave the honorable member previously, — 
namely, that an arrangement has been ~ 
made by the Commonwealth Government — 
with the State Government for the segre- _ 
gation and special care of all mental cases ~ 
in the Hospital. I know of no change _ 


of policy under. which mental cases are ~ 


to be transferred to the direct care of the — 
State. The Commonwealth accepts full — 
responsibility for the permanent care of Be 
all mental cases. a 

Mr, Lisrzr.—The Minister, in reply. to oe 
my questions a fortnight ago eu 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. (Hon. ‘- aN 
The honorable 


Minister upon the same subject-matter — 
as has just been dealt with. Br 


PROPERTY OF GERMAN 
NATIONALS. atouanan 

Mr, LISTER asked the Minister for “ 
Trade and Customs, upon nolice— 
1, Will he inform the House whether the Go- 


fee Geet ene: have adopted the principle of the i 
Clearing: House dor eis Seeman pf debts as 
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against ‘the future indemnity to be paid by 


Germany as set out in the Peace Treaty? 

2. What steps have been taken in the Com- 
monwealth to put such policy into effect? 

3. Has the property. of German nationals in 
Australia in the possession of the Public 


Trustee been realized, and to what extent; and 


what remains to be realized? 

4. What is the amount of the credit in re- 
spect of the German property taken possession 
of by the Public Trustee as against the in- 
demnity due by Germany to Australia? 

5. What will be the total amount of the 
eredit to be given to Australia by the realiza- 
tion of properties belonging to German nationals 
.in Australia? 

6. What steps have been taken to advise the 
British Government of the policy of the Com- 
mon wealth Government? 


Mr. GREENE.—The information is 
being obtained, so far as is possible. 
THE CENSUS. 
Mr. WISE—The honorable member 


for South Sydney (Mr. Riley) asked 
yesterday when we were likely to have the 
census return of the population in each 
State. I have made inquiry, and have 
ascertained that it is anticipated that the 
preliminary figures will be available for 
the whole of Australia by the end of this 
month. 


AEP 


In Committee of Ways and Means: 
Consideration resumed from 19th May 
(vide page 8577). : 


“DIVISION IV.—-AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
AND GROCERIES. 


Item 100— 
Tea—(a) In packets not exceeding 20 Ibs. net 
weight, per lb., 1d.; 
(B) N.e.i., “free. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [11.17].— 
‘Tea is admitted free of duty, except in 
respect of that which comes into Aus- 
tralia in packages. ‘There is very little of 
the latter, however. The latest official re- 
turns show that only 341,000 lbs. entered 
the Commonwealth in that form—which 
ig an insignificant item compared with 
the total importations of about 56,000,000 
Ibs. 

Mr. Matraews.—Why should any tea 
come in in packages? 

Mr. 
desire to make a specialty of importing 
tea in that form, and are agreeable to 


Py the duty thereon, well and Bod and. 


GREGORY.—If certain people 


the honorable member may woe if he 
wishes, to increase the duty. i 
Mr. Grrenze—The importations & 
packages consist. probably of ships’ stores 
and the like consumed along the Ani 
lan coast. . 
Mr. GREGORY.—The tea iio 1: 
imported from within the Empire, accor 
ing to the latest official returns cover- 
ing one financial year, was  distri- 
buted as follows:—From Ceylon, ab 4 
20,750,000 lbs.; from Hong Kong, 55,000 
Ibaes - and from India, 8,800,000 Ibs. Fro 
China, we imported 928, 000 lbs.;. from 
Java, 26,000,000. lbs. ; and from Jap 
360,000 Ths. Those ‘figures reveal. that 
a tremendous proportion of the tea im- 
ported from outside the Empire 1s grown 
in Java, while almost the whole of that 
obtained from within the Empire is grown 
in Ceylon and India. Nowadays, we see 
many people waving the flag, and we hear 
them talking with pride and sympathy of 
the great and sacrificial deeds of our Bm- 
pire. Here is an opportunity to show 
practical sympathy, and to express p. 
tical loyalty. India and Ceylon” 
notable parts of the Empire; they ™ 
their worthy share in the Great War. dt 
tea is to come into Australia free of dui 
from any part of the world, it should be : 
that grown within the Empire; but it is 
my view that we should secure some re 
venue from tea imported from forei 
countries. Care should be taken that th , 
tea which we may import free shall be 
grown within the Empire, and not merely 


eh 


Empire; otherwise we may get, it. from 
Hong Bene in Vint eat of the ree 


pide! the Bmpirs, we would receive 
additional revenue of £360,000. I can 
not understand why tea drinkers shoul 
not be called upon to pay os | 
this direction towards the revenue. 
have increased the duties in other dir 
tions, as we have to pay higher prices for 
our cigars, whisky, and Be and ther 
does not appear to be any reason 7h 
tea drinkers should not contribute to- 
wards the revenue. 

~ Mr. Rixey.—Is the honorable mnember Be 
propesing an increase? 

Mr. GREGORY.—yYes. I wane) it to 
be clearly understood that I desire to gi’ 
prone to he Brevi eg bite Em- 


teins which I suggest aiould ‘be free of 
duty, and that tea grown outside the 

_ Empire should be dutiable at 2d. per 

_ Ib, I presume my amendment will have 

_ to be made in sub-item (6). If the Com- 
mittee decides to impose a duty on tea 

_ grown outside the Empire I should like 
_ to know whether the Minister for Trade 
and Customs (Mr. Greene) will not then 
have to increase the duty shown in sub- 
item (@), because that tea would come in 
in 20-lb. packages at 1d. per lb. 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Watkins).—The sub-item would 
have to be recommitted. 

Mr. 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), in proposing 
~a duty on tea grown outside the Empire, 

* should embody the whole, and then go on 
to say in packages not exceeding 20 lbs. 
weight, say, ld., 2d., and 3d., and n.e.1. 
free, and so on. ° 


Pi Mr. “GREGORY To: hase the opinion 
of the Committee, I move— 
_ That after the word “Tea” the 
“grown within the Empire ”’ be inserted. 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [11.25 |.— 
The item under discussion is of some im- 
portance, and, as tea is not produced in 
_the Commonwealth I believe that it should 


\ be free of duty. The honorable member 


for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) has con- 
_ sistently opposed Protection for certain 
Australian industries, but is prepared on 


(eet a duty of 2d. per lb. 

Mr. Grecory.—tI think the, honorable 
. eae is wrong in saying that I op- 
posed Protection. 
to a prohibitive Tariff. 

Mr. CHARLTON. —There is a differ- 
ence of opinion on that point. During 
the whole of the debate I haye heard 
- very little from the honorable member in 
support of our own industries, and I 


- think it will be admitted that he Naa been 


_ doing his best in the direction of Free 

_ Trade. In connexion with this particular 
item, the honorable member not only 
ak wishes to maintain the duty of 1d. per 
Ib. on 20-Ib. packages, but desires to go 
further’ and impose a duty of 2d. per Ib. 
_ on tea produced outside the Empire. — It 
really comes to this: The honorable mem- 
ber is prepared to support Protection 
sh heat the Empire, but not within Aus- 


[20 Mat, 1921] 


GrREENE.—The honorable member 


words 


this item, for revenue purposes, to im-. 


I am strongly opposed 


hich is an integral part of the 
| ‘He believ es in such 
sli F 


i} Sit RAY 
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: tion, but he has not endeavoured to give 
Protection to the industries within the — 


Commonwealth. Personally, I am opposed 
to a tax on tea. The honorable member 
said that those who consumed tea should — 
be prepared to pay for it, but he must 
not overlook the fact that a ‘large majority | 
cf the people in Australia are tea drinkers, — 
and it is generally admitted that, as a is 
beverage, tea is essential in this climate. — 
Mr. Corser.—And the Australian 
people should have the best. roe 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Of course ‘they | 
should. As we cannot produce tea, there 
is no reason why we should impose a 
duty, and the Committee would be acting. 
wisely if they removed the duty alto- — 
gether. It has been admitted that only — 
B41, 000 Ibs. have been imported in 20-Ib. — 
packages, and that is very little. I ie 
we should remove the duty, and allow 
the Australian people to have tea as 
cheaply as possible. se 
Mr. Grerne.—Tea packing is an im: 
portant industry in Australia. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—TI believe it is. em 
Mr. Greenz.—Tea imported in bulk is 
free, but there is a duty on cons! jguments : 
received in packages. i 


CHARLTON .—There 


Mr. may be : 


something in that, as this small duty pro- 4 


tects the tea packing industry which gives 
employment to our people, but that does 
not get away from the position taken up 


by the honorable member for Derepiety : 


who wishes to impose a duty of 2d. on tea 
srown outside the Empire. The Minister 
for Trade and Customs has said that 1d. 
duty is sufficient to protect the tea pack- : 
ing industry here, but the honorable mem- 


ber for Dampier wishes to impose an ad Hi 
ditional tax, which means that tea con- ~ 
sumers would have to pay more. 9 coe 


ay 


Mr. Grucory.—My proposal is that’: f 
tea grown within the Empire shall be ad- 
mitted free, and that produced in coun- 
tries outside the Empire shall be dutiable _ 
at 2d. per Jb. : 

Mr. CHARLTON he hanGenbte 
member wishes to give Protection to those — 
crowing tea within the Emp‘re. but when _ 
it comes to protecting Australian. indus- 
tries, he is a strong opponent. 

Mr. Grecory.—The honorable member 1 
is hardly fair in making that statement. : 


Mr. CHARLTON.—If the honorable et 


if member will pay a little more attention to. 
the requirements of Australia, he will Gad : 
y that there is s ample » room for ace A 
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Gas aa tidustries, and if he does that, 


he will be rendering good service. I op- 
pose the amendment. 

Amendment negatived. 
_. Item agreed to. 
Items 101—(Vegetables, dried, dry 
salted, concentrated, compressed, or 


powdered) ; item 102 ’ (Vegetables, n.€.1.) 3 
and item 103 (Waxes)—agreed to. 

- Item 104— 

Waxes, n.e.i., including stearine, paraffine wax, 
beeswax, carnauba, ceresine, Japanese.or vege- 


) table wax, vegetable wax, n.e.i, per lb., British, 
r id; ; “intermediate, ld.; general, 13d. 


Mr. WATKINS (N eweastle) [11.32]. 
——The Committee has agreed to an in- 
crease in the duty on candles, and the 
duty proposed on stearine is quite incon- 
sistent with that decision. If it remains 
as proposed the stearine will be imported, 
and for the manufacture of candles will 
be required only to be moulded here, 
which is the simplest part of the manu- 
facture, and thus candles made here from 
imported stearine will come into com- 
petition with the candle industry. Stea- 
rine is the most important element of 
these manufactures, and from it by-pro- 
ducts are used in connexion with the 
manufacture of woollens and also of explo- 
sives. ~The manufacture of stearine, there- 
fore is, in a sense, part of our defence sys- 
‘tem. The most important.consideration is 
the manufacture of stearine in Australia 
from our own tallow. While we have in- 
—ereased the duty on candles, we have left 
what is really the main industry still at 
fhe mercy of outside competition as be- 
fore. I am given to understand that 
wax can be landed here, paying the pre- 
sent duty, at a less rate than it costs to 
manufacture stearine in Australia, If 
that is so, it proves the necessity for pro- 
_ tecting the manufacture of stearine, in 
order that we may utilize our own tallow. 


I ask the Minister for Trade and Cus- 


toms to look into this matter with a view 
to putting the duty on this article on a 
| proper basis. The paraffine wax imported 
“into Australia is produced by black 
labour, and that is an additional reason 
_ why we should put our own industry for 
the manufacture of stearine by white 
~ Jabour on a proper footing. The indus- 
try has been established in every State, 
and for many years has been employing 


| aks considerable, Were ox hands, Jah 


15 
vee: 
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eae Srodncnen of the aruda em 


the industries- of the Commonwe 


to the candle industry, and that i 


benefit indirectly to numbers of 
employed in other industries. The 
of production here has been checked, 
the statement that it costs more to 


be hporied from. other coun: x 
vouched for. I have no_ objecti 
péople using wax candles where, in 
country, they can be used, but so_ 

their use in the warmer parts of 
tralia is. concerned there would 


wiped out altogether. By protecti , 
manufacture of stearine we give facil 
‘for the production of oline, which is 
in the manufacture of woollen: & 


cannes! Y cK 


Mr. Gresnz.—I am lookinass 
matter at. the moment. 


inte 
Besape 8 


dress themselves to the questi ate oy 
Mr, FRANCIS (Henty) [113 
hope the Minister will agree to ¢ 


quest of the honorable member for 7 
castle (Mr. Watkins). 


to convert me to belief in protec 


may be a little inclined to go to extre: 
in the matter of Protection: In 


Sorento to give some further eo 


ciated by the manufacturers. 3 
tection of the stearine panda q 


of other eae menerocie f 
lgw which are of very-great impo 
Tf we allow paraffine wax to come’ 
the present rate of duty, we shi 
tically wipe out of existence th 
stearine for candle-making purpc 
has already been pointed out that para 
Meg Teta he ee ae Ki 


va } yp ralian stearine industry. All the money 
__ used in the purchase. of the material from 


which stearine is made, and all the wages. 


earned in connexion with the industry, 
are spent in Australia; whereas the money 
paid for the purchase of parafiine wax is 
sent outside Australia; and in the pre- 
_ paration of the wax, black labour is em- 
ployed. As a White Australia com- 
munity, we have no desire to encourage 
black labour. The stearine industry 
of the Australian farmer, the grazier, 
- and the worker. In connexion with the 
Pee Aifactire of stearine candles in Aus- 
tralia, we produce annually 1,000 tons of 
glycerine, which is largely used in the 
manufacture of cordite, and for many 
_ other purposes; and if we do not protect 
the stearine industry, we shall have to 
bring in from overseas large quantities of 
+» that by-product. Knowing that thou- 
© sands of tons of tallow are used annually 
a in the manufacture of stearine candles 
here, the Minister, will, I am sure, ee 
_to increase the duty. 


_ When we increased the duty on candles 
eas days ago, it was said that the result 
_ would be an increase in prices—that- the 
people outback have practically no other 
means of lighting, and would have to pay 
more for their candles. I have it on the 
_ best authority, however, that since we have 

seen fit to grant the industry a very neces- 
sary increased Protection, the manufac: 
turers have decided not only not to in- 
-erease, but from to-morrow to decrease, 
by 2d. per packet, the price of panies to 
the people outback. 


” eRe A reduction is long overdue. 


“Mr. FRANCIS.—I_ have Ibi ater. 
Ce ats, on the best authority, that the 
_ reduction I have 
There are some very interesting figures 
~ which might, if necessary, be quoted; but 
- I think I need say no more to convince 
the Minister of the wisdom of protecting 
the stearine industry by increasing the 
tuk on paraffine wax to the extent of an 
_ additional 1d. ‘per Ib. 


i Ph “Mr. GREENE — he iahed Miniter 
ap ao: ee Minne a a This 
: ider 


ee Sut, Aber otsre to. protect the Age em the: ities on basics ene wax 


members will compare the item. relating 


‘eandles without any further process of 


Mr. Gass. oT hey ought to decrease as 


named is to be made. 


article. 


i moulded into candles, 


has been, as far as possible, to protect the 
manufacturers of stearine candles» as 
against the wax candle. If dior Sine 


to candles with that now under discussion 
they will see that the arrangement hither- 
to has been such that the duty on wax has 
been slightly below the duty on candles. — 
There has been a difference of $d. per lb 
We have now raised the duty on candles 
to 23d. per lb. I appreciate the argu- — 


ments which have been put forward as to — 


the necessity .for a slightly higher duty | 
on parafiine wax, inasmuch as it can be 
brought here and moulded directly inte 


manufacturing. In that way, it must 
become a serious competitor with candles 
manufactured from the Australian raw 
material, unless we give an additional pro 
tection to. the local stearine industry 
by imposing an additional duty. It 
seems to me, however, that ‘the same 
balance as between the paraffine wax and — 
the paraffine candles—that is a difference — 
of $d. per Ib.—should be eee) 
That, in the circumstances, is just. 
therefore move— A 
That the Item be amended by adding ine? 
following: ‘‘and on and after 21st Mee 
1921 :— ie i 
_ * 104.—Waxes— ¥, | a 
(A) Paraffine wax, per Ib.: Bribie Pre: 
ferential Tariff, Id.; Intermediate 

Tariff, 1éd.; General ‘Tariff, 2d. See 

(By N.e:83 including stearine, beeswax, 
carnauba, ceresine, Japanese or 
vegetable wax, vegetable wax, per 

lb.: British Preferential Tariff, 1d.;_ 


Intermediate Tariff, 1d.; General 
Tariff, lid. 


» Mr, Marnews.—Does that mean abate : 
wax coming from Mesopotamia would on 
dutiable at only 1d. per lb.? ae 
Mr, GREENE.—No; it would come in 
at 2d. per lb. That, I think, will meet 
the whole position. It retains the balance 
that has hitherto existed under the Tariff 
as between the wax and the finished 
At the same time, it will give 
an additional protection against parafiine 
wax, which is the st gy Wed a our 
‘stearine candle. | AS 
Mr. Warxins.—Parafiine ~ wax ean 
hardly be said to be the raw Benner : 
a big industry. It comes in ready to be 


ane EA io —There have © bem ng : 
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can see, my proposals adequately meet 
the position. However, I have been asked 
to take vegetable waxes out of this item, 
and in item 103 special provision has been 
made that vegetable waxes for manufac- 
turing purposes, as prescribed by the de- 
partmental by-laws, are admitted free. 
This, I think, fully meets all the difficul- 
ties of the situation. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[11.50].—I do not see why we should have 
any care at all for parafiine wax or the 
countries from which it is imported. We 
shall never be short of tallow in -Australia 
for the manufacture of stearine. In any 
case, candles made from parafline wax are 
neither suitable nor desirable in Austra- 
lia. I remember some thirteen years ago, 
when ‘this question was before us, the 
“‘ poor miner ’’ was trotted out, but cer- 
tainly paraffine wax candles are not suit- 
able for his purposes. 


Mr. Warxins.—The miner cannot use 


them. ) 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Exactly. The pri- 


mary producer to-day is getting more for 
tallow fat in Australia “than for that 
which he exports; taking into considera- 
tion the cost of transit from here to the 
Old Country, there is nearly £8 differ; 
ence. 


Mr. Grugory.—But if the industry 
does not require the protection and the 
price has been reduced, why increase the 
duty ? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—For the reason that 
wax can be landed at 43d., and if we got 
our tallow for nothing We ‘could not pro- 
‘duce paraffine wax at that price in Aus- 
tralia. The primary producer, “a very 
good man in his way, is, after all, only a 
section of the community, but he seems 
inclined to ‘‘ cut off his nose to spite his 
face.’’ Some representatives in this cham- 
‘ber know that the primary producer 
would distinctly gain by an increased 
‘duty—they know it, but, at the same 
time, they do not scem to believe it. 
Under the circumstances, I think the 
Minister might make the duty 2}d., be- 
cause it is no use trying to compete ‘with 

arafine wax imported from the Straits 
Settlements, or other countries where 
labour and material are cheap. 


‘Mr. JACKSON (Bass) [11.55].—1I sup- 
port the suggestion that the duty on 
paraffine wax be a Last year we voted 


t 
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- paraffine wax, we should at least — 


Tariff. 


about £7,000,000 for defence purposes. 
It seems to me that such a, vote is of very 
little use if we do not manufacture in 
this country the raw material for our 
ammunition ; this is an item which affords 
an opportunity to encourage the manufac- 
ture of glycerine, so necessary in this con- 
nexion. It has been pointed out that, 
generally speaking, paraffine wax is not ab 
all necessary in the manufacture of — 
candles, but that the manufacture of 
stearine candles is of great benefit to be 
primary producer, and furnishes a 
modity which Australia requires and uses. 
If we do not prchibit the importation ¢ : 


substantial d aay 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) [11. 57] 
—If 1 thought there was the remotest 
possibility of the stearine industry suffer 
ing by reason of the proposals of the Man 
ister, U should not be found supporting: 
them. I have discussed the matter fully 
with the henorable gentleman, and I re- 
gard his proposals as fair and reasonable 
We have to decide whether candles shal 
be made from stearine or parafiine wax 
and to assure ourselves that there is m 
possibility of the stearine industry suffer 
ing by reason of importations. The Min 
ister, as I say, has gone into the eae 
and I agree with him that there is 
rossibility of the industry suffering if’ ie 
present proposals are accepted. Ther 
will be an increase in the duty on th 
wax and another increase on the finished 
paraffine wax candles, and there 1s an 
increase of the duty on candles made 
from stearine, so that, under all the cir 
cumstances, the balance is maintaine 
and the industry i is fully protected. — 


Mr, FRANCIS (Henty) [11.58].—1 st 
not at all convinced that the stearine im 
dustry does not need further protection 
and the suggestion that parafiine wax mai 
come in and compete on equal terms with 
our stearine or tallow seems quite out 
place. This stearine industry, and all the 
industries »ased on the manufacture of 
tallow, are essentially Australian. The 
honorable member for Bass (Mr. J ackson) D 
has put the case very clearly, and there 
is no doubt that in all these matters we 
ought to keep our defence requirements in 
view. If there is any item in the Tarift 
that needs protection I should say it was 
this one; and the increase in duty should 
be at least 1d., in which ductal T am 
prepared to move. , ye 


ey, Sa oe "WATKINS: ‘(peielstey en 59]. _ Mr. GREENE Richmond Mga, 
| } ~-I would like the Minister to agree to an for Trade and Customs) [12.3].—Two 
| increase in the duty. As I previously requests were made to me originally b 
mentioned, stearine is in a different posi- the candle manufacturers. They asked for 
Lar tore: ‘from: any other raw material; be- an additional 1d. on candles, and an ad- 
cause, so far as I understand the position, ditional 1d. on wax. In on Tariff : 


ie imported parafline wax practically repre- have given them a 4d, on candles, and 
he th ‘ae article, save the mould- sm prepared to give them 4d. on wa 
ng of the candles. which will maintain the balance sou ht 
Mr. Grecory,—I do not think the de- in their requests. I have looked into this 
baa should be carried on without a matter carefully, and I think I am ad- 
| quorum.  L@uorum formed.) vising the Committee. properly when I 
- Mr. WATKINS.—I was about to say that, in my judgment, jd. is fair Pro- 
point to the value of the stearine as a key: tection. It represents a Protection for 
industry for defence purposes. In the the stearine industry, as against parafline 
“manufacture of stearine candles in Aus- WaX, of £18 13s. 4d. per ton. I think 
tralia the annual production of glycerine that, in the circumstances, what qT am 
i amounts to 1,000 tons, which is sufficient — doing is right. | 
oi nO. wovake 2,000. tons of eordite. This is Amendment agreed to: 
sold to our explosive and ammunition 
works, and during the war, besides sup- 
plying our own requirements, a large 


gay Cove placed at ve eno of the pivision V.—TEXTILES, BELTS, AND FURS, 
_ Pritish Government. the 3d. increase AND MANUFACTURES THEREOF, AND 


Item, as amended, agreed: to. 


is not sufficient, I would like the Minister ees: 
to consider the advisability of advancing : 
the duty. - | AS AS iia Item 105— 
| ’ British ; : sul 
Intermediate asia 
seta Preferential : General Tariff. 
: Tariff. Pea ature uae ee 


a Piags Goods,* viz.:— 


_  * ‘DEFINITION OF Prece Goops.—When material is defined by selvedge or by patbern for cutting up into separate artiste: 
- and is not elsewhere specified, it isnot to be considered Piece Goods but as dutiable under the heading applying to the article 
into which it is designed to be made. Tasselled, Whipped ela or without loops), or Taped Curtain material, yen Hes 
defined for cutting up, is to be considered Piece Goods. BRS a 


ae Mb (1) Cotton, Linen, and other piece goods, n.e.i. ; Oil ‘ 


-Baize not containing wool .. Moa: ce Vaal. > Bree | Spercent. | 15 per cent 
_ (2) Calico, for bag making, as prescribed by Ac iaait ; een 
mental By-laws .. oo Bree Free Free 


eH Cotton and Linen Piece Goods defined for cutting up 
for the manufacture of hemmed or hemstitched 
Handkerchiefs, Serviettes, Tablecloths, Towels, or 
Window. Blinds, as preseribed by Departmental | won ce 
Shay By-laws whee .. adval. | 5 percent. | 10 percent. | 20 per cent 
(0) Piece Goods, n.e.i., ee than of aneol or silk, suitable Pes 
for human apparel, or to be worn in connexion with 
the human body, having on one or both sides a | 
teased, treated, combed, fluffed, or raised nap or 
ui iW _ surface in imitat on of or resembling flannel in feel SN 
or appearance ; | Oe) adieals Free | 5 percent. | 15 percent 
ae) Silk, or containing silk or Seas silk worked thereon, ery i 
except piece goods: enumerated in sub- item (F) : ta ah he 
fai BA Wee |. adval. | 15 per cent. | 25 per cent. | 30 per cent. 
ag Cao a) ale elvets, Velveteens, Phishes. Sealette and Cloths ane 
BAe HOA Se _ imitating furs, Astrachans; Lace for. Attire ; Lace 
_ Flouncings ; 4 Millinery | and. Dress Nets ; Veilings ; ; 
- Embroideries i in the piece ; Italians containing wool ; i! 
ee Tucked Linens or Cottons lee .. ad val. | 15 per cent. | 25 per cent. 
seal @ Woolen, or sath ihe 3 wool, ‘nei, Bo a ad val. | 30 per cent. | 40 per cent. 


ui 


7 | 8586 tdindd lM : 


“Mr. GREGORY EDanipiest ee 


understand the Minister intends to sub- 


mit certain amendments, but before he 
does so, I should like to make a few 
general remarks in regard to the position, 
and to point to the big increase in duties 
on textiles generally. 
Mr. Cuartron.—I should like your 
ruling, Mr. Chairman, as to whether the 
honorable member will be in order in 
dealing with the general heading to the 
division, instead of confining himself to 
the items, 
| Mr. GREGORY .—We are Merting on 
8 new Division. 
| Mr.  Cuartton.—But ‘the “honorable 
member is dealing with the heading to the 
diyision, and not the particular item be- 
for the Committee. 
- The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(My. Bamford).—I must uphold the 
point of order raised by the honorable 
member for Hunter. The honorable 
member for Dampier must confine him- 
self-to the item. ; 
Mr, GREGORY.— Very well, Mr. 
Chairman, I shall endeavour to do so. I 
direct attention to the fact that there is a 
general increase of 10 per cent. on piece 
‘goods imported from outside the Empire. 
Mr. Greenz.—We have given increased 
‘preference to the British Empire of 10 
per cent. : 

Mr. GREGORY. ——There is an increase 
from 5 per cent. to 15 per cent. on piece 
goods imported from outside the Empire. 
‘Honorable members should consider the 
probable effect of this wpon the people of 
Australia. In a matter of this sort three 
parties are deeply interested, the pro- 
tected employing capitalist, the employees 


in the protected trades, and the general 


public. Friends of the protected em- 
ploying capitalist have been conspicuous 
during’ the debate on the Tariff. 

- The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
nae am afraid the honorable member is 
again. getting away from the item. 

Mr. GREGORY.—A great deal of lati- 
tude is usually allowed during the discus- 
sion of the items in a Tariff. 
able member can have very much respect 

for the manner in which the Tariff has 
been debated up to the present as item after 
item has gone through without even the 
slightest debate. Upon further considera- 
‘tion, I think that probably it would be 


better if I deferred my remarks until we | 
o Gteat Britain.” | 


are oe aetine ea as Ts want i to be 


rave) fae Re Rion it tipon x -¢ if Ray 
ANY haa) eee Pee Bey ce we Wie UB ge Sat A RAY POR id | 
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cent, under the general Tariff, 


Inia Is 


‘easily be adjusted to prevent the pr 
No honor- 


__Parif. ; 


abla to speak sahara ay on ‘the high 
of living, and to quote from reports su 
mitted by the Inter-State Commi 
1 want to show how the woollen manuf 
turers of this country have unduly 
ploited the people. However, I shall 
a better opportunity of doing so. 


Mr, FLEMING (Robertson) [12. 10] 
~t have always been strongly of 
* opinion that we cannot do too mu 
the direction of encouraging trade b 
tween the various portions ofthe 
pire, and particularly with Great at 
The Minister proposes to admit co 
linen, and other piece goods, | n.e.i ' 
from Great Britain, as against 5 per e 
under the intermediate Tariff, and 1 


would like to have Free Trade wit 
the Empire. Great Britain depends v 
largely upon the manufacture of cot 
goods, and we ought to do all we 
to give it every possible eae re 

in that respect, particularly in view of 
the fact that since the war the Uni ited 


powerful attempt to wrest ie th 
Country its supremacy in the « 
trade. It is our duty to suppor 
Motherland, not only in times of Ww. 
also in times of peace. aul 
feel that this is our duty, an. 

because I am absolutely 
that the establishment of Free 
within the British a pha a 


oe to. see the secon: of this pr Sane 
as far as possible. Of course, we should 
not go to extremes in anything in po 
One begins to get. Into trouble Ra 


I advent” 
course, but simply claim that aa LOU 
give the Old Land, and «the ~ yario 
Dominions, the ereatest form of 
ence, approaching as close as possible 
Free Trade, with safeguards which 


of eoloured labour from. overwhelm: 
those of white workers. Anything Ww 

do to help Great Britain, in ay 
trade, will assist it to maintain its supr 
acy in that trade, and also its command 0 
the mercantile marine. I ‘hope the | 
ister, right through these textile 
will give as far as fos a-dree 


e | he 
ae Customs) — ‘fig. 15| —In ae pices ee away very | argely 
is I have done a great deal in . calico bags. That is.why I have rei 
direction suggested by the honor able the duty. The effeet of an amendmen 
er. I have raised the British pre. I am going to move willbe to 
cot: 5 per cent. to 15 per cent. ‘tubular cotton piece goods exactly 
ton, linen, and other piece goods are they are in the Tariff, 
an. per gent. and 15 per cent, in: their they are not used for the inacrutacing 
ective: columns, as against free and articles of clothing. At the present ti 
per cent. AD the previous Tariff. J there is a certain class ‘of: tubular cotto 
hav increased the duty on cotton and piece goods coming into the country whic 
linen. piece goods defined for cutting up. are simply chopped up, and which 
from free, et 5 per cent. to 5 per conby thus be very easily converted into articles 
10° ‘per cent., and 20 per cent. _ of clothing, These goods are coming - nto | 
Mr. Freuime—But- why is it neces. . Competition with an established indu oye 
sary: to impose a duty of 5 per cent. and therefore it seems desirable that we 
against Great Britain on cotton and linen ete gus Later ay tis Hor wh 
Piece goods defined for cutting up? = ee a Caer 


_ Mr. GREENE—There is a little dif- | Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) a 21 
ference between that class of goods and —I ask the Minister why yarns, sewing 
 cotten, linen, and other piece goods, n.e.i., cottons, and silks have been omitted fr 
and I ‘thought that when they came in de- this division of the Tariff? The item o 

fined for cutting up it would be an ad- yarns is a key item for textile manufa 

vantage to get a little: revenue out of them. tures, and therefore should have appea 
te However, there is in that item a prefer- at the head of the textile division, — 
ence of 1p per cent. to Great Britain. In should be dealt with before we deter. 
_ the sub-items the same preference will be the duty upon’ cloths and attire. A sim 

‘found. I propose to make an alteration Temark is applicable to sewing cott 
~ to sub-item p, covering silk, which will ee) ela sete Ree Risto nee : 
ees i Horalane . wou e. practically valueless 

aon iM ae et oe a oe per these articles have been placed in items 

-eent. to Great Britain, the reason being 392 and 393 of the schedule is be: | 

that the exportation of silk from that ™Y comprehension. There is one m, a 

country is practically negligible, and the connected with a particular a which 

giving of a substantial preference to de some explanation at the hands of 

British goods would not be effective. a ee The Rs : ‘ Le ce 

Where there is no doubt as to Great ho} tesa gan Sy cea ee Naat | 

Britain’ 8 ability to manufacture and s ae ‘partment arrive at youre deckean have 

ply our needs in regard to textiles, felts, joan endeavouring, without success. 

and furs, I have throughout increased understand for the past twenty yee 

the preferential Tariff in their favour is no wonder that our importers become 

from 5 per cent. to 15 per cent. I have confused by the way in which duties are 

given her carte blanche to do what I re- manipulated. As a matter of fact, ¢ 
 cognise she can do-—give us all-we want; tain goods which are imported sa ) 
an f she cannot do it on a 15 per cont. placed. under different headings of 

. ‘erence she ought to be able to do. $0. Tariff, and the authorities are’ t 

re is a departure from that principle to race them to suit their own con 
in regard to calico for bag-making, be- ence. 
cause Great Britain ’does not ‘manufac- officer has decided that the duty Pp 
ure | that particular class of goods, and upon a-particular article was So 
0 give her a preference in- ‘that respect and after the goods have gone 
Id simply mean putting an unneces- sumption the authorities have come along 
on our own people. For that and determined upon the payment af 
n aie taken off the whole of hae higher duty. It is for this reas 
i CO. a7 o> Mestre something definite. Th ch. 
i highly necessary dule it is proposed that leather cloth ‘ 
| | tt be dutiable under sub- “item. 


8 ? Tariff. 


per cent. British Preferential Tariff,10 per 
cent, Intermediate Tariff, and 19 per cent. 
General Tariff... Then, under item 130a, 
it is proposed that duck waterproofed by 
treatment with any substance shall be 
dutiable at 15 per cent., 20 per cent., and 
25 per cent, respectively. As oil baize, 
leather cloth and upholstery ducks are 
practically identical, there will thus be 
three rates of duty upon similar articles. 
If they were placed under the one heading 
all difficulties of classification would dis- 
‘appear. I am not complaining of the 
duties which it is proposed to levy upon 
these goods. But every importer should 
know exactly what he has to pay upon 
them. It would simplify matters, both 
for the Customs authorities and the im- 
porters, if all these goods were subject to 
one duty. 

Mr. Jowert. What. are the items to 
which the honorable member refers? 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Items 130 and 
105a. 

Mr. Jowrrt.—Is leather material the 
same thing as upholstery duck ? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Yes.. Here are 
samples which prove that they are the 
game thing, the only difference being that 
ene article is superior to the other. 

Mr. Grernre.—lIt is the use to which 
these various articles are put that, largely 
determines the duty which is charged 
upon them. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Suppose that I 
imported a suit of clothes, would the Min- 
ister charge the same duty upon it as he 
would charge upon the tweed of which 
the suit was made? 

Mr, Greene.—No, no. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Why cannot all 
these articles be subject to the one rate of 
duty? That is all for which the importers 
ask. 


Mr. Grecory.—Oil baize is to be ad- 
mitted free. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Yes, but that is 
different from the other two articles which 
I have mentioned. Moreover, none of 
these goods are made in Australia, 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [12.29].—I 
should like to amend the item so as to 
make it read ‘ Cotton, linen, flaxen and 
other piece goods, n.@.1.; oil baize and up- 
holstery duc &c. I am advised that 
-all these articles are used for the one pur- 
pose, and consequently they should all be 
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that the three items which have been 
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included in the same category. I this 


enumerated by the honorable member for 
Maranoa (Mr. James Page) should be 
subject to the one duty. Now there are 
three heads of  classification—certain 
articles, such as oil baize, are admitted 
free; others are classified as leather cloth; 
and. others again as upholstered duck. 
This diversity of classification creates an 
enormous amount of trouble for impo 
ters as well as for the Customs officials 
and must also increase the cost of admin 
stration. I do not ask for an abolition 
of duty, but I think that an arrangement 
might be made which would lessen the 
difficulties that are complained of. Week 
after week decisions in regard to classi- 
fication are made and published, so that 
they fill whole books. According to an 
article published in a Tasmanian news- 
paper in 1911, there were then 14,000 
fluctuating decisions. The simpler the 
Tariff schedule, the better for the com- 
munity. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond-Maale 
for Trade and Customs) [12.33].—There 
is great difficulty in classifying some ‘of 
these articles, but were I to agree to what 
has been suggested by the honorable mem- 
ber, I should please the importer, and act 
contrary to the wish of the Committee in 
regard to the protection of Australian 1 in- 
dustry. | 


Mr. James Pacn.—What Anstralia 
industry could be affected? 


Mr. GREENE.—Leather cote 
the light material that is stamped 
“eather cloth,” but an article well-known 
in the trade—is dutiable because it com- 
petes seriously with our own leather; 
The acceptance of the honorable mem 
ber’s suggestion would tend to prejudice 
the waterproofing industry here. Canva 
and duck imported from the United King 
dom are admitted free, and used locally 
for waterproofing material. Oil We i 
not made here. 


Mr. Jamns Pacr—Cannot it be ase 
in the game way.as leather cloth? 


Mr. GREENE.—No, It is much 
lighter than leather cloth; the latter being 
used for upholstering ’ furniture, and 
vehicles, and in other ways which bring” 
it into direct competition with our ie ho 
leathers. ih 


“definition deiden: ee that are made. 
yehere./? Great care has to be exercised in 
the » framing of definitions, and in the De- 


A ‘ partment we thresh out every matter care- — 


i fully so that no loop-hole may be lett for 
importation prejudicial to local indus- 
tries. The task is an extremely dificult 
Soong, ‘but we have done our best, and have 
: ~ sneceeded fairly well. . Any change in 
- the items takes a considerable time to 
/ work out in all its details, but definite 
_ decisions are published from time to time 
which make lines of demarcation that, 
after a little while; the trade gets to know. 

and to act on. What the honorable mem 
a ber. proposes is too far-reaching, 

ee Mr. Grecory—-If I do not press my 
: proposal, will the Minister have the mat- 

- ter reconsidered if necessary ? 
_ Mr. GREENE.—The Customs Depart- 
ment desires, in its own interests, to 
| Ciokity definitions as much as possible. 
“We do not wish for friction between our 
officials and the public; what we desire 1s 
‘satisfactory and smooth working. But 
all proposals of the. kind I am discussing 
must be carefully considered before action 
i can be taken. 
ie NES, 
i paca: but I should like to know why 
yarns occupy the place in the Tarift im 
which they stand. : 
a Mr. GREENE. ae we were going 
a through the Tariff, my officers stressed 
the importance of not disturbing its general 
"arrangement more than was. absolutely: 


the duties were altered. 


see was Tet ahadsecarbed: if move— 


That the following sub-item be inserted after 
sub-item (A) 
Bot (Aa) Cotton piece goods, knitted, in tubular 
orm, on and after 21st May, 1921:—— 


than apparel, ag prescribed by de- 


vis 


35 Ree one 


Grecory.—I shall hit press my 


necessary; and, therefore, yarns were le it 
where they have always been, avhoes 


‘Mr. Jamis Psax—What about sewing 


() For the manufacture of goods other 


partmental  By- laws, ad. val-- 
British, free; intermediate, 5 per 

Cu eee cents 7) general, 15 per cent. 
ey Other ad val—British, 20 per conte f 


s eA ene at dah cent. 5, pene 


_ stances. tagelre months henees 


or, GREENE ‘(Richmon Minister i i i 
move— 


That sub-item (pb) he iaanenit by add 
the following words:— 


val—British, 15 per cent,; ene 
15 per cent.: general, 20 per cent. i a 


This is a revenue duty; but we thought 
that silk was more or less a Juxury, or, at 
any rate, an article on which we roight — 
fairly impose taxation. The preference 
to Great para ig not effective to an) 


there, 
effect, to revert to the old duties in re 
spect. of silk piece goods. These latter 
are the raw material for some of our own 
industries—ties, parasols, and the like 
We found that the duty under the general 
Tariff was so close to the duty upon ap- 
parel that there was not sufficient margin. 
I think, however, that the proposal 0 ‘Te- 
store the former impost on silk goods will 
prove satisfactory to local manufacturers 
who work on the imported raw material. 

Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [12.46].— 
Lam pleased that the Minister has pro- 
posed his amendment, although, in the 
interests of those who. manufacture from 
the raw material—that is, imported silk 
piece goods—I do not think oe eS 
tion goes far enough. POI 

Mr. Greenn—It will give our manu- 
facturers ample protection. 

Mr. CHARLTON,—The allan | 
if agreed to, will certainly improve mat 
ters. I do not intend to move a further 
amendment, but I wish the Minister 
would consent to the imposition of % 
duty of 10 per cent. only upon silk ir 
ported for the manufacture of ties, par 
sols, sunshades, and umbrellas. I ‘under- 
stand that there are fifteen tie-making 
establishments in Australia, and these em: 
ploy a large number of hands. I ask the 
Minister to give my proposition: serious 
eonsideration. : F 

Mr, FRANCIS (Hong) (12. 50] on é 
Minister for Customs has proposed a sub- 
stantial reduction which should “have 
eonsiderable effect upon the tie and 
umbrella Vaan Renee) i 


: "ad 
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Tariff: of: course, is to stand for ‘a long 
time. England imports her silk free 
from Italy and France, and has a great 
advantage in competing here with Aus- 
tralian makers of silk ties and umbrellas. 
J do not object to fair competition; but 
we need to see that it is fair, and that 
we are.not injuring a promising Aus- 
tralian enterprise for lack of reasonable 
encouragement. While the Minister has 


been generous I would like to see a slight. 


reduction even upon the rates under the 
old Tariff. I have been informed that, 
unless Australian silk tie-makers—who 
deal in a raw material which Australia 
cannot produce—can secure increased pro- 
duction, or be given greater protection 
against overseas competition, they will be 
unable to satisfactorily establish them- 
selves. I ask the Minister to postpone 
consideration of this item in order that 
he may go more deeply into the matter 
of local manufacture from English silk 
piece goods, and, perhaps, agree to an ad- 
ditional 5 per cent. reduction. 
Mr. Greenz.—Not another: cent! 


Sitting suspended from 12.57 to 9.15 p.m. 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [2.15].— 


When we were discussing the amendment 
moved by the Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene) before the lun- 
cheon adjournment, I was under the im- 
pression that it was a very reasonable one 
in order to meet the position. But since 
that, from information I have received, 
I believe the Minister would be acting 
wisely if he inserted a sub-item to deal 
with ties, parasols, sunshades, and um- 
brellas under departmental by-laws. It 
has been pointed out to me that some such 
amendment as this is necessary if our in- 
dustries are to exist, which they cannot 
do if the Minister’s amendment is adopted. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—They all say 
that. 
' Mr. CHARLTON.—I know that, and L. 
intend giving some of the reasons which 
have been submitted to me. It is only 
right that we should look into these mat- 
ters to see if the case submitted by in- 
terested parties 1s worthy of consideration 
or not, 
~ Mr. Ricnarp Fosrrr.—We should not: 
take their word. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Exactly. I think 
in this respect it will be admitted that I 
have been endeavouring to fall in with the 
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Tariff. | 


Minister’s views, because he ie dita cd 
a very fair attitude, and has treated sug- 
gestions with consideration. 
ter proposes to increase the British pre- 
ferential Tariff on silk introduced into 
Australia for general purposes, which, 
of course, can be considered a luxury, 
from 15 to 20 per cent. Thesproposed rate : 
is evidently for the purpose of ii fe 
revenue. | do not take any exception to th 
present rate, and I do not think I soa 
have objected if it were 80 per cent. 
position taken up by manufacturing in 
dustries in Australia is that silk is use 
for articles of utility that must be ob 
tained by all sections of the community, 
and when we consider that phase of the 
question we have to endeavour, as far a 
possible, to protect our own indugtriea : 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—What does the 
honorable member suggest? _- 

Mr. CHARLTON .—That the Minister 1 
should agree to an addition to merc 
pp, covering silk for manufacturing thes 
parasols, sunshades, and umbrellas unde: 
departmental by-laws, making the ra 
of duty less than on other articles. That 
is all I require, because our own“indus- 
tries are not in a position to compete wi 
imported articles, 

Mr. Ricwarp Fosrmr—tlt think they 
are, ‘ 
Mr. CHARLTON.—1I ean contradi¢ 
that statement, because I have been in: 
formed that the pre-war Tariff on raw 
material was, under the British preferen. hi 
tial Tariff, 10 per cent., and 15 per cent, 
on foreign silks. I understood from tl 
Minister that he was amending the rates at 
so that they would be equivalent to pre- 
war rates, but that cannot be so, as he 
proposes increasing the- British prefere 
tial Tariff to 20 per cent. I am informed 
that the great bulk of the trade done Db pate 
mee We manufacturers was in lines at. 

two prices, namely, 12s. per dozen and 20, 
per dozen. Buying with the greatest car 
and being extremely keen over each ite 
required in the manufacture, they were, 
in the ease of the 12s, per dogeat lines, jus 
able to beat the imported ties by 6d. p 
dozen; but, in the case of their 90s. i 
more bie than otherwise they were im 
Ported at. 18s. 6d. per dozen, which wa 
ts. 6d. per dozen less than the Australia 
tie. Their only reason for’ getting trad 
at this price was because Pade ib 


in ee aa any of their o 
As this happened with a 


factute. 
at 15” per cent. on foreign raw 
1, it requires no great foresight to 
erstand what will pias if we are 


¢ 


=, Chie form 30 per cent. 


if a, 
tft 


‘ariff DE compare the pre-war rates” 


th those I am now ‘proposing as between 
he rate on silk-piece goods and that rate 
mn apparel, they will find that there is 
my itterence between the ee rate and 


my opinion gives | an _anuple p protection ‘for | 


he manufacturer of ties. | 
| a alan they deny Pade 


Geer E. erone desma 


oa per ee preaier Diode on the 
shed aie whan ¢ on ie raw material. 


gene ie ae she fe aril donne 
‘price of piece goods, 
out a is an actual Sages of 50 


i! 


The rates which I have pro- 
the Tariff have been. carefully 
, and are in my op le 


of Mo 
; a ask the: pint to consider 


_ Minister for Trade and Customs 
fH" b wer a on “the sill we “use in mami 


from foreign countries. 


which — means 


REENE er ie: ot. propose” S 


fie hae is an ereater on’ ro) 6 


oe Ps aid Thaly. 


be As per cert: su 20. per cent, 


looked into the matter very carefu ty 

believe that what we are doing is a 

thing in the circumstances; 
Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) [2.94 


29 per cent. margin mentioned — 
Greene) is in reférence to ties Aes 


Mr. Gremnr.—That is not 80, 


rate in the case of foreign Se 


30 per, cent. 
Mr. F RANCIS Ob ant hee 


the difference between the apparel. ‘rate 


and the silk piece rate. | 
op aie aa the eure Sdanpacn r ie a 


by British “manufacturers fore ee 2 
silk, and they enter the Commonwealt. 
with preference over foreign made good 
so that the manufacturers consider tha 
there is a margin of only 10 per cent. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrsar.—That is not sc 
Mr. Greenn.—lIt is rubbish.) 
oe FRANCIS.—_If honorable m 


» the duties uh sg to the pr 


rates. I was under ang mee 


were going sat to the oe “ate 
[ find that the Demeer is 


Charlton), the duties, in those “tn : 
Ap Ay cent. and 15 Ree cent. : 


balance is the same vig Ae the ue ‘on 
IT am submitting. an 

‘Mr. Jamus Pacu-——But it. is a 
crease. 


Mr. FRANCIS —Exaetly.. 


“we were paying 15 per cent. in those 

days it has been altered to 20 pe ie 
Sate sie the ane hoe this in- 
dh larly whe 


us support actual prohibition “by refusing 


- the concession that the people in the tie 
and umbrella industry are asking for. 
There are certain subsidiary items, such 
as silver tops, which are used in the 
manufacture of umbrellas and parasols, 
and if they come in as manufactured 
articles they are cheaper than they 
would be if introduced in bulk for manu- 
facture here. I do not say that the tie 
or umbrella industry is of great im- 
portance at this juncture, but if the Go- 
vernment will give the industry sutii- 
cient encouragement the manufacturers 
are prepared to invest more capital in it. 
Sur Josepu Coox.—They have pro- 
tection to the extent of 25 per cent. _ 
' Mr, FRANCIS.—It is all very well 
for honorable members to criticise. my 
‘suggestions and to smile, but even if 
small amounts ate invested in these in- 
dustries we should give them some con- 
- gideration. 
~~ Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—The honorable 
member would give any mortal thing. 
Mr. FRANCIS.—I may be prepared 
to concede more than the honorable mem- 
ber, and I will show him the force of my 
argument before I have finished. 
_ Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—The honorable 
‘member is doing the industry a lot of 
harm. ice | 
- Mr. FRANCIS.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Wakefield (Mr. Foster) may 
hhave been a member of this Chamber for 
avery long time, but I intend to exercise 
my rights, and place the position before 
the Committee as I see it. I represent 
as many people, and perhaps more, than 
the honorable member does. We want 


articles that cannot be manufactured in. 


this country to come here, but we must 
give our industries an opportunity to 
‘compete, not only with Great Britain, 
but with foreign countries. | 
Sir Josepn Coox.—On the other hand, 
the honorable member must not lose 
‘sight of the revenue point of view. He 
must remember that silk ties are a luxury 
after all. 7 a 
Mr. FRANCIS.—Umbrellas are. not 
a luxury, but a real necessity. I do not 


know why poor people should not be. 


able to wear a silk tie ag others do. 
‘If these articles are regarded as luxuries. 
then I 


n I see no reason why we should not 
protect the manufacturer of luxuries in T 


utility and the most economical ; 


f 
Fs 


this count 
elsewhere. Baroni Nt 
My. Parxer Motonzy.—Does t 
orable member desire to wipe out th 
altogether ? Re 
Mr. FRANCIS.—Yes, I go as” 
that in the case cf articles that can. 
manufactured in Australia. I am a 
x Protectionist as any member o: Ne 
Committee, and I again ask the Minist 
to put the duties on the raw materi 
in the tie industry and the umbr. 
dustry back to the pre-war rates. 
does so he will be doing someth 
assist Australian industries, 
Mr. LAZZARINI ( Werriwa) [2.32 
I support the proposed reduction of. 
duty on piece silk imported for # 
manufacture of these articles.  P 
suk is not manufactured in Au 
at all. The idea that silk ties 
luxury is fallacious. A silk tie fr 
economical point of view is the ¢ 


ry as against their manufactu 


=r 


two years. If I were cotton ties I 
have had -to purchase twenty in ¢ 
time. Silk piece goods made hi 
ladies’ blouses represent the 
economical apparel that ladies can 
To argue that a duty on th 
material of these industries is justifiable 
because silk ties are a luxury is merely 
to cloud the issue by suggesting t 
Government desire to tax the ri 
leave the poor untaxed. Silk pi 
are manufactured here into art 


that can be worn. There is no- 
in Australia making silk piece good 
are made up into ties, and if the ti 
dustry is to be developed the du 
be removed from the silk piece goods. 
in the industry. The Minister 
Greene) argued some time ago 
bulk tea should be ‘admitted. 
to Australia because it was pu 
packages in this country, and 
thing to do was to make the pa 
dutiable. 


" if 
f =G 


_No; 


Phe conten- 


tis ot a hee. | 
at Spain tT here is a protection ahae 


aber. ate argument is ; that the Bove ciition! 
are making the people who buy the Aus- 
tralian article, made out of silk piece 
goods, pay 15 per cent. more than they — 
should be asked to pay for those goods, by 
imposing a duty of 15 per cent.on the 
raw material of the articles which they 
purchase. 

Sir Josupx ‘Odo We are getting a 
ittle revenue, and are protecting the in- 
dustry as well. 

“Mr, LAZZARINI. Loney bardiot be said 
hat we are protecting the industry by ' 

“making it pay 15 per cent. duty on the 
raw material it uses. 

Mr. 
for Trade and Customs) [2.37]—I wish 
that honorable members would consent 
to go to a division on this item. We have 
been talking about it for a long time. 

shave explained the item to the Com- 
‘mittee, not once, but half-a-dozen times, 
‘and now we have an honorable member, 
who was not present during the previous 
discussion, standing up and again repeat- 

ing that the proposed arrangement of the 
duties does not protect the local industry. 

[t does. It gives the local industry a 

‘protection of 40 per cent. It gives it 
exactly the same amount of protection. 
that it has had all along. 

Mr. Marnews.—How does the Ministes 
make out that the pric en is 40 Pa 
nti? 

honorable 


GREEN E res bis the 


ee ies United Kingdom rate is 15 
er cent., the Intermediate rate 15 per 
ent., and the General Tariff rate 20 per 

If he will look at item 110 he will 


is 40 per cent., the Tntermediate 
| cent., and the ovine Tariff 


of 20 per cent. 


GREENE Ge chute Atintatcee | 


_ tured article ne 


. petition is with manufactured article 
from Great Britain, which are dutiable at 


' 40 per cent. This ‘represents a differenc 

Then members must bea 
in mind that the value of the manufa 
tured article is practically coun the val 
of the raw material. 

Mr. ‘Lazzartni.—Not in ties. , 

Mr, GREENE.— Yes, it is; I can prov 
that from the statistics of the Trade an 
Customs Department. Therefore t 
protection which the industry is given o 
the manufactured article is 40 per cen 
1 say that that is ample. The proof of | 
that statement is that that is the protec- 
tion which the industry has had all along, 
and under which it has been built up and 
has grown to considerable proportions. 
am retaining that protection in the ease 
of imports from Great Britain, and have — 
increased it in the ease of imports of these 


aoa: from foreign countries. 


Sir Rozert Busr.—That is of no vale 
at all, because all the imports: are from 
Great Britain. 

Mr. GREENE.—I have said that in 


regard to ties imported from Great Bri- 


tain, we are giving an effective proto ; 
of 40 per cent. 

Sir Roserr Brsr.—No, it is oe 20 
per cent. 


Mr, GREENE. —Does not O. he 


- able member realize that the value of the 
“manufactured article is greater than the 


value of the raw material? | 
Sir Rozerr Brst.—That has always 


been so. 


Mr. GREENE.—Just 803 and, as s I 


‘say, We are giving the industry exactly 


the same amount of protection that it had 
before. The position, as I see it, is that, 
inasmuch as the manufactured ties from 
silk piece-goods are worth double the 


value of tke silk with which they are 
manufactured, if a protection of 20 per 


cent. in excess is given on the manufac- 
effective protectio 

~ must be doubled, and, therefore, it is an 
_ effective protection. of 40 aa cent. that 


item. 


Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) 


a ‘move— 


That the ainend ment be amended ie ayn 


out the rates of duty proposed, and substitut- 


‘“ British, 10 per cent.; pasviemige) ‘10 
¢ it; general, ‘1 oie cent.” PA end ae 


: 1 am proposing the rates of the oe 
_ Yariff on the raw material. I want hon- 
erable members to recognise that the silks 
made into ties come from France and 
Italy. They are manufactured in the 
Old Country and when sent out here 
- e¢ompete in a disastrous way with the 
‘local industry. I hope that the amend- 
ment will be agreed to. 
. ‘Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) 
-{2.44].—I am prepared to take the Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) 
oat his word, and I ask. him to revert 
to the same protection as, this industry 
“was given before. A difference has been 
brought about by increasing the duty on 
the raw material. The»Minister is under 
‘the impression that by doing so he will 
increase the revenue, but I do not think 
he will do anything of the kind. 
__ Mr. Ricuarp Fostur—He will not 
decrease it. , 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—1 think that, 
it anything, he will decrease it. If the 
Minister is anxious that the people en- 
gaged in this industry should have 
exactly the same protection as they were 
given before I ask him to put the duty 
back to the old figure. 
Mr, GreEnr ooThep I must reduce the 
“apparel rate as well, 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—I am talking 
“now about ties only. The tie in- 
dustry is a big one here, but the 
_ general Tariff duty of 55 per cent. is of no 
_ Value to the local manufacturers, s 
are not imported from foreign countries. 
Our only competition comes from the 
Mother Country itself. As we have no 
‘silk industry the question is whether we 
should encourage the development of our 


“tie industry by giving the manufacturers: 


_ the raw material at a reasonable price. I 
suggest to the Minister that the original 
duties of 10 per cent. and 15 per cent. on 
the raw material’ would produce quite as 
much revenue as he is likely to get from 
the increased duties, and that a reversion 
to the original duties would also have the 
effect of substantially increasing the tie 
- industry here. It would enable manufac- 
turers to absorb a large proportion of the 
trade that is at present catered for by 
-umports. It is true that there is a duty 
of 40 per cent. on made-up tits from the 


- Mother Country, and that: the honorable 
pgeuain has added 20 per cent. to that 
ee Appmnally, there i is a pies os te 


_reasonable compromise with a view t 
‘ther stimulating the tie-making in 


 tived. 


since ties. 


A Be cme 


turers, however, ie ‘the benesit 
difference before. 


Mr. Cuaruton.—As an aed 
would it not be sufficient to ees 


duty on the made-up ties? = 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—I do not 
it is necessary to increase the d 
ready-made ties, provided the Mir 
will agree to allow the raw mate: 
come in at a reasonable rate, an 
vided also, that we can arrive 


and enabling our manufacturers 
sorb the present trade in imported 


Amendment of the amendment = 


i rt 
Rene 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) B. 


—f move—: * 


That after the word “ linens,” sotee 
the words “tinsel cloths” be Gusered 


This alteration is partly an elimina: iC 
certain materials which are used on! 
trimmings, and naturally should 
under item 106zp at the same ra 
duty. Tinsel cloth is at present im 
in item 106A, but there is no valid r 
Probeotionist or otherwise, for its 
tion there ab lower duties. No P 
tionist principles are involved. The d 
on both. tons ae of a pie V 


and on iain 106n should ia aaa 
that there should be no’ confusion b: 
the items when entering goods for. 

One covers ‘‘ piece goods ’’ only, while 
other includes “‘ articles ”’ for simil 
namely, trimmings. 


Mr. GREENE (Richinondas 
for Trade and Customs) [2.52].— 
moment, I find it difficult to und 
what purpose the honorable memb 
James Page) is trying to serve, 
cloth and tinsel be ce are. ie ude 


they were tnelgied in item ee 
posed by the honorable membe 
would be dutiable at’ 15 per cent. 
not. know mh he, wishes: to ay > 


ms 4 
i, 


F 
xf 


=a 
te 


ie 


Tarif, 


[20 May, 1921.] 


: T act 


Mr. James Pacu.+~—I am willing to take 
Whine risk if the honorable’ gentleman will ' 
agree to the amendment. 

-Mr. GREENE.—I cannot see any ob- 
_ ject ta be attained by the amendment. 
Tinsel has been included in item 106, to- 
gether with similar goods which are used 
by dressmakers and others, and I would 
prefer to leave it as it stands. I do not 


think there is anything to be gained by - 
the proposed change. 


Mr. Grecory.—It would cure an 
"anomaly. 
‘Mr. GREENE.—The trade will know 


- perfectly well after a little while under 


which heading the different items fall. 
Mr. Grecory.—But the item as it 
Beate craiscs difficulty to the trade. 
Mr. GREENE.—This matter has never 
been brought before the Department. 
Had there been any real need for such a 


_ change, we should have heard of it long 


ago. 


It seems to me that people «very 
often put up these proposals, without first 


if _ consulting the Department. in the hope 


that they will carry them, and that they 
“have some object to serve, of which we 
know nothing at the time. If we ac- 
cepted such proposals off-hand, we might 
suddenly discover that we had done some- 
' thing that we dM not wish todo. Unless 
we have a fair opportunity to look into 
these technical alterations—and they ane 


very technical in their detail—we show]: 


not be asked to make them. We should 


a not be asked off-hand to take a line out 


tinsel cloth and tinsel belting remain in| 
the item in which they now stand. 


of one item and to put it in-another when 


there have been norepresentations to us in 
regard to the matter. If there was any 


grave reason for this change, we should 


have heard of it long ago. I ask that 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [2.55 |.— 
We find that there are two items dealing 
I Griokically with the same article, Ac- 
cording to the departmental classification, 
tinsel, which is a metallic artificial silk, 


- eomes in under item 105 nz, while what is 
5 __ exactly the same kind of thing is classified 
' differently, and comes in under 1064. [ 


“join with the honorable member for 
“Maranoa (Mr. J ames Page) in asking that 
‘both be dealt with in the one item. The 
amendment means that both will be duti- 


. able, so that no loss of duty is involved 


‘in its aeceptance. My sole desire is that 
we shall simplify, as far as pessible, the 
niacin in of ae through the Customs 


- ther cost to the people. 


autocratic in its methods. 


. put. 


8595 


Department, since any expense incurred. 
in that way must necessarily involve fur- | 
Without desiring 
in any way to reflect upon the Depart- 
ment, I must say that it is absolutely 


tion in operation this week may be altered — 
next week. One has only to look at the — 
extraordinary classification book issued by 
the Department to realize the detail ptt 

volved. I presume a.great deal of it is — 
omg 
. GREENE.—Much of it is unavoid- 


a 


Mr. GREGORY.—No doubt; but my 
object is, as far as possible, to simplify : 
the Customs procedure, so that every im- - 


porter may know exactly what duty he | 


has to pay. J am afraid that much of — 
the agitation against the removal of the 
seat of Government from Melbourne to 
Canberra is due to the fact that. lecal 
merchants and others realize that, while 
they are able, as at present, to get readily y 
into touch with the Department—and Tey 
am not for one moment suggesting any-  . 
thing improper—they have a _ better — 
chance of having their cases looked into 


than has a. business man in another State. © 


who has to interview the Deputy Con- 
troller of Customs, who, in turn, is bound 
by the instructions issued to him under 
the classification. When several classes 
of goods are brought cut in the oné 
package, the whole parcel has to be 
opened in order that the goods may be 
examined and classified. I am not argu- » 
ing as to whether these goods should be 
dutiable or not—that is a matter wholly — 
for the Parliament to decide; I simply 
suggest that the amendment would sim- 
plify the Customs procedure in Ba. wee 
at least one line, i 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond Mian : 
for Trade and Customs) [2.59|.—_L sympa- ~ 
thize with the view which the honorable _ 
member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) has 
I have not had an opportunity to 
thoroughly inquire into this proposal, but — 
what I think is at the bottom of ib may 
be briefly stated. 


any particular article shall come under 
that article for which it is substituted. 


Sir Ropert Brsr.—That is sO now. 


Mr. GREENE.—Qnite so. ue 
Mr. Ricrarp Fosrmr.—tt is not a “very 


good provision. 


The classifica- — 


There is 2 provision’ - 
in the Customs Act that a substitute for ~ 


° 8596" Of, Dhan 
~ Mr. GREENE.—It is a provision 
which cannot be avoided. I admit that 
these two articles do look something alike, 
‘though one is an’ artificial silk, with an 
artificial metallic basis, and the other is a 
- true tinsel, having a small proportion of 
silk finish with a brie metallic base. This 
artificial silk is probably a copy of the 
tinsel; and the reason it 1s put under a 
different item from tinsel is that it is a 
substitute for silk, and must, therefore, 
be rated as silk.. These difficulties crop 
up in administration in a hundred and 
one different ways. Even if we did what 
is requested, and changed this from one 
item to the other, it would only give rise 
to another set of difficulties of exactly the 
same kind in the matter of interpretation 
difficulties inseparable from the admin- 
‘istration of the Customs law. We do our 
_ best to meet the requirements of the trade, 
and, though there have been no represen- 
tations made up to the present, I shall 
do whatever lies in my power in that 


- direction. 


Mr. Grecory.—Before the Tariff leaves 
the Senate, will the Minister meet the 
representatives of the importers? I am 
not speaking of Customs agents, who like 
-this sort of thing, because it adds to their 
work, 

Mr. GREENE.—If the importers 
through their association make definite 
representations, we shall know exactly 
what they mean, and where their proposals 
may lead; then, if as a result, we find 
any alteration is desirable for the simpli- 
fication of the law, I shall be delighted to 
make it, for it will save work to every- 


body. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Merenon) 3. 4}.— 
T am quite satisfied with the explanation 
of the Minister. I do not wish the honor- 
‘able gentleman to think that I desire to 
es the revenue. 


_ Mr, Greenr.—lI do not think that for 
one moment. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Nor shold Hf 
like the Minister to think I am guilty of 
sharp practices. My object was simplifica- 

tion. I looked on this as an anomaly, 
and as such I brought it before the Com- 
mittee. However, the Minister has now 
assured us that if the importers can show 


that an alteration is desirable in their. 
interests, and in the interests of the De- 


SAM 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


less than 25 per cent. 


for 20 per cent. as the general duty. 


goods ? 


ada. 


; Tariff us 


pdeanent he will make one. T 
withdraw. my amendment. 
_ Amendment, by leave; withdrawn, 

Amendment (by Mr. Greenn) 
posed— 

That sub-item (E) be amended by sala Kea 
following words:—‘‘And on and afte 
May, 1921, ad. val. British, 15 per cen 
intermediate, 15 per cent, : ; general, 20 per 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampiegn [3 a 
should like to see greater preferen¢ 
is now proposed given to the Old Co 
and T hope the general duty will 1¢ 


Mr. Rirzy.—A preference of 5 pore cen 
is fairly good. 

Mr. GREGORY.—I do not agree it 
the honorable member. I hope that 
promises we have been making 
through the piece” to give se 


‘Mr. GREENE J fon 
for Trade and Customs). [3.9] —I- 


the honorable member for Dampier 
Gregory), and make the general 
25 per cent. Looking at the figures 
importations, I see that the bulk of t 

goods now come’ from Great, Brita 
is true that from elsewhere we get 
siderable quantities of certain classe 
grades which cannot be obtained f 
Great Britain. I ask leave to amend 
amendment by substituting 25 per ¢ 


Amendment amended accordingly, 
agreed to. x 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [3 


Does sub-item (#) mean woollen 


Mr. Greenr.—Yes, te 5 
Mr. GREGORY.—These cues ar 
increase on the duties imposed by 
tae of 1908 ae 1914, and iW 8 


prea partners ma raise a oe 
feel that, while the war was on, the 
len manufacturers of ‘Australia dic 

“ play the game” so far as this co 


ake to the woollen angie ana of 
I address my remarks part 
to honorable gloss oppo 


y P 
ts in favour of high p “Re duty. 
ink they will find it dificult to show | 
‘ re worker pee ged in the A aaa 


tio i : 


a Wiehdar party ones your ahaa! 


ls ae refers to Hates size aad its attitude — 


b 4 has not been at alt kee in re- 
te ring to myself, and has made statements 
hat are quite incorrect. I am prepared 
support a Protective policy. — 
.. Mr... James Pacs—Why not have a. 
Pout” at the high io et Protection, | 


Mr. GREGORY. Ny propose to do om 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition | 
as very pointedly remarked that I am_ 
here as a Free Trader, and, of course, 
: against Protection. This is unjust 
| Where it is shown by | 
Usain: that an industry is languishing, 
md there is a desire for higher duties, 
m prepared to grant them. But has 
t been shown in this instance, that the 
Gk istry needs ‘more protection? The 
orian State Government appointed a 
Profits Commission to inquire as_ 
ie the profits of manufacturers in this 
» and stoi Commission, in its Re- 


here is one a othe ‘mill, ani. SE) aes, in. 
. the profits have been increased by coun 
a rate of gross profit on turnover. The 
«i ' mills, forming a majority, have been 
‘making no more than fair profits. Of the two. 
just named as making undue profits, 
8 a “priyate” business, 1.¢., not a public» 
any, but its figures for the past three 
s are as notable as those of the second 
which is a. public company, and so can 
eely named, as the Ballarat Woollen and 
sted Company Limited. Some further re- _ 
to this company must be made. It has 
my vicissitudes in past years, but of © 
years has been very. ‘prosperous. After — 
lowances for writing ne capital 

ae ; 


‘to in that report? 


issued last year. 


on, eithin the Anat ae Means £30, 000. of 


“reserves. have been capitalized and issued in 


shares to the shareholders, According to pub- 
lished statements, at an interim meeting of 
the company, held a few weeks. ago, the fol- 
lowing distribution of profits for the half-year 
was made, partly out of accumulated but. ate 
_viously undistributed profits, namel is 
Dividend distributed (half-year), "£27, 00 
Issue of shares ag a result of writing-up, 
plant, &c.—face value, £30,000; ne 
value, about £90,000. . - 
Apart from the shares, the dividend ie at 
the: rate of— 
46 per cent. per annum on the total nomin 
capital of £120,000; ieee 
90 per cent. per annum on capital, su 
scribed by shareholders; 
| About 90 per cent. per annum on the capi 
' tal used in the business as shown by 
the last’ annual balance- Si pacii: i 


Mr. Jacxson.—What year is referred 


Mr. GREGORY.—The 


report : was 


Mr, Rinny.—The manufacturers ‘bled 
the public during the war. - me 

Mr. GREGOR {Y. ——There was no justi-” 
fication whatever for these manufacturers 
‘putting up prices.as they did. During th 
general debate on the Tariff, I read a 
letter sent from the Chamber of Mann 
-factures in Sydney in regard to blankets 
‘pointing out that the Australian manu- 
facturers could not supply all the blankets. 
required for the people. Letters have 


also been appearing in the press recently. 


on this subject. One was published _ in 
the Argus only a few days ago, from. 
draper, who stated that he could not get. 
supplies of the cheaper flannels required 
for the poorer sections of the community 
Sir Granvirte Ryrie—That, I think 
was largely owing to the strike, 
Mr. GREGORY.—It must not be for 


: gotten that during the war our wooll 


Nanutartances got all their wool at th 
appraised prices. They were not call 
upon to pay the high rates demanded | p 
the English manufacturers for the samy * 
types of wool, but, nevertheless, th 
.paised the prices of their goods enor 
mously, especially for the articles man 
factured from the poorer types. 0 
The Minister has given us an undertal i 


tvan he will make an effort to er som a 
‘provision for the protection of the peoy le ; 


; in regard to items in respect of ae & 3 


ies have been Rpeet und 


Loris ¥ 


te Gass.—-Will you help to do that? 


_. Mr. GREGORY.—1I am going to make 
a suggestion. I understand that the 


Denton Hat Mills and most manufac- 


turers at present’ will only supply 
F ialesele houses; and I suggest that if 
- we impose duties, with the idea of making 
_ this country. self-supporting, we should 
_ see to it that the people are able to get 
_ their requirements at fair and reasonable 
prices. I believe the Minister intends to 
‘include provision in the Tariff Bill to 
the effect that where protection is af- 
Pedal an industry, those who, control it 
shall be compelled to ‘supply goods, say, 
_ for cash, to retail houses. » 
Mr. Moaraiws —He should do s0, at 
“any rate. 

Mr. Hini.— Will you support us? 
/ Mr. Maruews.—Yes.” We will also 
allow you the honour of bringing in the 
provision, if you like. 
'~ The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 

| (Mir. Watkins).—I think the honorable 
member for Dampier will realize that he 
is discussing another Bill, not the item 
before the Comuittee. 
_ Mr. GREGORY.—I am referring to 
‘eertain remarks made by the Minister 
upon this particular matter. I think I 
would be justified in moving to insert 
some such provision here. 

Mr. Greenz.—Not in the item. If the 
LA oakeable member tried to do that, he 
would defeat the end he has in view, be- 
 eause, as he knows, any such amendment 
“would be unconstitutional. ! 

Mr. GREGORY.—The Minister knows 
ehy I want to bring this matter forward. 
| I haye some remarkable information con- 


a“ 


‘eerning the position of the woollen in- 


dustry: in Oanada, showing how the 
manufacturers there fleeced the people 
during the war. They paid poor rates of 
‘wages to the workers, and made enormous 
lige We know, also, that during the 
war there was, in this country, one sec- 
tion of the people always ready to give 
edd aps They were to be seen on the 
_ -wharfs and in the hospitals, men and 
women, devoting theie daily lives to the 
task: of helping the Empire in the 
struggle. And there wag another crowd, 
generally to be seen chasing around in 
motor cars, waving flags, and always 


Ly about ay ee en who, at 


_[REPRESENTATIVES) 


his 
should be 


got £7,000,000 or £8,000,000.at Te: 


‘Baeaues to supply nee goods at 


“ debit eee 


the same time, were robbing th 
for all they were worth. Bees 
Mr. -Lazzartnt.—And when we Ti 
stop them, you gave us no suppo 
Mr. GREGORY.—TI think we al 
dorse the remark by President 
ing, that special legislation 
be brought in to provide that, 
war time, every person shou 
allotted duty, and that mn 
allowed to make — 
profits. I have no time for the man 
wants high protective duties, but 
prepared to do a fair thing by. +he 6 
munity. And yet we have eviden 
this on every hand. There is the sté 
ment, in the Industrial Australian, to t 
effect that, although the capital 1 
in the woollen industry in Australi: 
only about £1,100,000, in three year 
manufacturers made profits amounting: 
more than the whole of the amou 
vested. 
Mr. Cirarnron. Lave than that . 
yet the honorable member did — ) 
anything about it at the time. 


Mr. GREGORY.—The Deputy 
of the Puen oy are 


sive ea 
Sir Roserr Berst.—But ‘what 
the war-time profits tax? " 
Mr. GREGORY.—That did not D: 
very effective. 2 
Sir Rossrr Busr.—I thine) it ray l 
Mr. Gass.—The honorable member 1 
Dampier ‘was called the bridge] 
for the Goyernment during the wai 
Mr. Lazzartt.—vYes. He did 
the division bells. — 


Mr. GREGORY.—1I ‘dade ae 
honorable member ‘for Keoyong 
Robert Best) looks up the 
surer’s statement, he will 
much was received under the war 
profits tax. I thought we would 


object to these high duties unles; 


some definite promise from the Mini 
that, at en early date, we shall hay 


2 gh hee Pasion 


Tiss quite refreshing to-day to hear 


Tariff. 


itr. CHARLTON (Hunter) i. 24|.—It 
the 
honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 


_ Gregory) talk about the advisableness of 
dealing with the people who make exces- 
sive profits. 


His remarks are in marked 


cS contrast to what we have been accustomed 
_ to in this House during the past few 


ihe years, 
- woollen goods are concerned, .L admit 
- freely that during thé war, and at the 


I agree with him. So far as 


L _ present time, too, the prices charged to 
~~ the general public are altogether too high. 


I also remind the anewaiie member that 


' the people who support him—the im- 
porters of goods manufactured in other 
eountries—also charged excessive 


prices 
during the war period. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—That does not 
alter the position. 


Mr) CHARLTON. «.— Apparently, 


o Ene alters the position in the opinion 


of fe honorable member for Wakefield 
-» (Ma. Richard Foster). 


He knows that 


during the war the wool produced in Aus- 


_ tralia was exported overseas, 


manuiac- 
tured there, and when returned to Aus- 


tralia was sold at prices far ih excess of 
+ sits true: value. 
_ prices at-all. 


lam not justifying high 
I merely want to remind 
the honorable member for Dampier of the 
true position; and [ ask him if he has 
forgotten the very many occasions when 


_ this matter was brought up by honorable 


us? 


~ honorable member 
ported those who were plundering the 
‘> people. 
has little cause to talk at us, and’ to ques- 


members on this side of the House during 


the war, and if he did anything to help 
: The Government then had full 
power, under the War Precautions Act 


' regulations, to do whatever they liked to 
stop profiteering. When we impaled the 


Government on this issue, what did the 
do? Why, he sup- 


Let him not forget that. He 


_ tion my consistency in regard to this 


matter. 
" matter during the war was quite con- 


My conduct in regard to this 


sistent right through. JI always com- 


wt ~ plained that the Government were per- 
 mitting the manufacturers in this country 


to rob the people. 
_ ber now expresses surprise that more re- 


The honorable mem- 


venue was not received through the 


medium of the war-time profits tax. 
But, after all, that was only another de- 
i Wer to. permit those who were inclined to 
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platform. 


Tariff i 


increase their prices ty extract feo an 


8599. : 


people more than they were entitled to. 


get. 
vernment were 
in the form os excess profits tax. 


They felt secure so long as the Go- — 
able to collect something 
That: 
was the kind of legislation which the hon- 


orable member supported, notwithstand- - 
ing that honorable members: on this side | 


of the House frequently pointed to the ~ 
serious position into which~ the country. 


was drifting. 


Mr. Riciarp Rogen What did you ~ 


propose to do? 
Mr. CHARLTON.—We propo 


the Government : 
prevent profiteering; but the 


was any possibility of the Goy 
being defeated, was either not in the divi- 


sion, or else some reason was given why 
It is, as L say, 
refreshing now ‘to hear the. honorable ie 
‘member for Dampier talk in this Way) 


he could not support us. 


Mr. Corser.—What item are we on? 

goods, and I am replying to some state- 
ments made 
for Dampier. However, if the honorable 
member for’ Wide, Bay (Mr. 
wants to bring me bagk to the point, I 
may state that last year we 
woollen goods to the value of £3,500,000, 


as compared with £2,000,000 Wont hea ‘ 


up in Australia. It appears, therefore, 


that there is room for im provement, 


Corser) 


$0. : 


posed that — 
should take action, under 
the War Precautions Act regul: ations, $Ouh 
hon pre 

gentleman, on every occasion when there: 


ernmeny | 


Te 


Mi CHARLTON We are ou woote.| 


by the honorable member — 


im ported Oe 


far as our own manufacturing industry 


is eoneerned. It is essential 
should bea self-eontamed nation. 


on this question. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—It is fon au 


that we 5) 
Howe 


orable members opposite are in agree ahi ‘ 


the consumer should be considered, also. 


Mr. CHARLTON —Exactly. | That 


is what I have been endeavouring to em- ; 
I said last evening 


phasize all the time. 


and I repeat, that the Minister has pro- 


mised to appoint a Board to see that | Q 
justice is done to the consumer’ as well age 
employee. 


the manufacturer and. the 


This policy is on the lines of our party 


we have been advocating for years. 


during the war. It is pleasing, even at 


this late hour, to know that at last some- 
_ thing is: about to be done. . 


1 gre. the 


This New Protection is what. . 
And 


this is what we asked of the Government 


- 8600 Tariff. 
es full credit. But we would not 
: ohe justified in increasing duties solely for 
the benefit of manufacturers, We must 
see to it that while they get a fair return 
on their capital, the workers engaged in 
pubs industry and the consumers are 
treated fairly. We want to be a self- 
contained nation. The war has taught us 
'. this lesson. I object to the honorable 
member for Dampier charging me with 
' Inconsistency, because if any party has 
- been consistent in regard to profiteering 
it is the party to which I belong. Had 
we the power when we were in, office we 
would have made an alteration. The 
power was available during the war to 
the Government of which the honorable 
_ member for Dampier is a supporter; and, 
' had the honorable member and his party 
been consistent, action would have been 
' taken against those who were then robbing 
the people. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Mninister 
for Trade and Customs) [38.30].—It is 
only fair to the Government that ‘I should 
point out to the honorable member 
‘for Hunter (Mr. Charlton), from 
‘whom we have just heard a very interest- 
ing speech, that he was in this House for 
a considerable time supporting a Govern- 
ment which passed the War Precautions 
Act and enjoyed all the powers bestowed 
by that measure. But what action did 
he and his party take under that Act 
-along the lines that he is now telling us 
this Government ought to have fol- 
lowed? We have only to turn up the 
public records to ascertain that the only 
party which exercised the powers to 
which the honorable member has referred 
‘was the party now in office. But, after 
all is said and done, this has nothing 
“whatever to do with the case. The 
_woollen mills of Australia before the war 
were not able to earn more than a rea- 
sonable return on their capital. 

Mr. Jacxson.—They did not average 
Bs per cent. 


Mr. GREENE.—The average return 


on capital invested in those mills prior to 
the war was never high, and in some cases 
was very low. Undoubtedly we have the 
raw material in our own country, and 
the manufacture of it into woollen goods 


should be one of our great native indus-— 
3 I know of no- 
thing more hopeful than the development adva 


tries. I think it will be. 


pRbpResent TATIVES. $1. 


BA ae he Rah few 


Tori 


ig) on seen in teh uote n 
years ; an 


the Beat firms which have used our 
at ae other end Me ie world are ie 


to be able to hold our own with : 
world. Iam hopeful that the dutie 


people to come here, and to give OSE 
who are satan! here that. protectic vn 


ona thoroughly firm aad establis 
basis. If honorable members agret 
the item, they will have no cause for 
eret, us 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [3. 35] 
manufacture of wool is undoubted 
natural secondary industry of Austral 
and ought to be most successful, seei 
that we grow 62 per cent. of the. worl 
merino wool; but I think the Mur 
ter (Mr. Greene), in view | of 
experience under the operation: 
the War Precautions Act, must. 
that he is overdoing things. wh 
seeks to impose a “protective duty 
30 to 45 per cent. It is likely to br 


fale the wool, and those who’ 
their money in woollen mills. e 
impost will be absorbed by higher p 
and the payment of higher wages 
shorter hours of labour. In view o 
experience gained by the Governr 
during the war, they must know - a 
profit it is possible to make in this 

dustry. They took over twenty-two 
with a capital value of £1,144,00 
in two years and four months mat 
profit of £1,177,000 on the ou ou 
those establishments, That is 1 
they could have paid off the whol 
the capital cost of the mills and sti 
made a substantial profit. I do not thi 
that the pres of ponitiae: oe 


) vosed to: giving Pecan abla! Irtbtectionl 
any ‘industry where it can be shown 
hat it is necessary, but in the face of the 


a. tailor ane pauls 80. many pounds 
worth of goods per month from a certain 
Whee was not set to take. more, 


gures. TI have quoted the protection asked 
on this item is. totally unnecessary. _ 


iny case, the ; 
1 acturer "has ample natural protec- 
He hae. 
- material, 
in the world : 
for. turning it 
an ample “water supply, 
cellent. -climate—and he has 
‘protection of freightage. 
advantages, the Australian manufac 
turers ought to be in a position to manu- 
facture every bale of wool that Australia 
‘produces, and spurn all opposition. 
claim can be advanced upon this item for 


and it is the best 
he has every facility 
into cloth—the coal, 
and: an. ex- 
also the 


‘the imposition of. high duties on the. 


ground ‘that it is necessary to fence off 
the competition of black labour, yet we 


‘are asked to impose a 30 per cent. duty | 


against the white labour of Great Britain, 
where wages have risen, and where the 
cost ‘of coal and athe materials 
mounted to a high figure. It seems to 


me quite unnecessary to have this in- 


ereased protection for the local manufac- 
turer. I would not mind if the duty were 
made 100 per cent. against outside 
snations, ‘but as a matter of principle I 
am not anxious to see unnecessarily high 


ak: 


duties imposed, which have a tendeney 
ae Ue, make Australians inefficient and lazy 
at. the building up of their industries. 


MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
. 3.39] a ee ‘friend of, nor do I 
hold a brief for, the “boss » manufac- 
turer. He is usually a nasty man, who 
does not pay decent wages unless he is 
compelled to do so.. Workers in woollen 
mills” are among the worst paid in our 
community. It is true that great profits 
were made during the war, but we would 


have heen compelled to pay double the 


prices we did. wee Moe our ae if it had 


Mm Cea not Nei sellers of 
ds. manufactured Pe but also 


Australian woollen 


at his command the 


With all pe | 


No. 


has 


wearing was Stakuace by the aoe 
from the woollen mills at 11s. 6d. pe: 
yard, but when it came to be sold to the 
tailor the firm demanded 27s. 6d. pe 
yard. Flinders-lane also endeavoured t 
pass off locally-manufactured goods: fo 
‘imported goods, and at high price 
Though I hold no brief for the manufa 
turer, I am greatly concerned as to t 
interests of the workers. For that reason 
I would like to see higher duties imposed 
Once the importer realizes that he 
-about to be beaten for the local market 
he will lower his prices and take les: 
profits in order to overcome the competi 
tion of the local manufacturer. We must 
be prepared for that emergency. Durin 
the present year, thirty companies hav 
been formed for the purpose of tundertak 
ing the manufacture of woollen goods 
and I understand that a dozen more ar 
In course of formation. This is no proo: 
that the duty is sufficient. The companies 
are hopeful of getting further help from 
this Parliament. If the wool-growers— 
liad gone in for the manufacture of their 
own wool, there woukl not have been the 
great drop they have recently experienced 
in the price of their crossbred woals 
| Those wools could caer: have been made 


carried into effect: ; n’ Bak 
local manufacturers do trent to ne 
by putting up their prices, the importin 


ens of some honorable. member a ‘ 


Mr. pied uted ‘ae pos beabh 


as they should, considering the ah 
ce wool oo are e getting? | 


Le 


out aes fools qt al 


wear 


( Tanf. 


to those produced West of 
- England. 
. Mr. Jowrrr.—We produce very ‘good 
 eloth in Australia. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Yes; since ‘the 
Cautins were increased in 1908, the quality 
ef the woollen goods produced in Aus- 
\ tralia ‘has improved enormously, and 
- there is no valid reason why it should not 
approximate that of the West of England 
eloth, which, I repeat, is the best turned 
out in any part of the world. If I 
had the power, I would make everybody 
| Australian-manufactured’ goods. 
| With this end in view, I would abso- 
- Iutely prohibit the importation of tweeds 
a from the west of England. 
_ Mr. Grecory.—lIf we destroy competi- 
-#ion we shall increase the cost of com- 
modities. — 
— Mr. MATHEWS.—We can be assured 
of internal competition if we enact laws 
to prevent the establishment of combines 
and the making of extraordinary profits. 
Mr. Firemivce.—How long: would the 
‘quality of goods be maintained under 
‘such conditions? 
Mr. MATHEWS.—If there were no 
combines in Australia the different 
woollen mills would certainly maintain 
the quality of their goods. Take a list 
ef the manufacturers in the Common- 
wealth to-day. They are all deeply con- 
-eerned in each other’s welfare, but legis- 
lation could prevent them from arriving 
‘at any so-called “honorable understand- 
mg.” That would be the common-sense 
way of checking this evil. What is the 
‘position in which we find ourselves? 
_ Australia is the greatest wool producer 
in the world, and yet there is wool sell- 
mg here to- day at 2d. per lb. Why 
should we not encourage the conversion 
‘of that wool into the cheaper forms of 
eloth? During the war the duty im- 
posed upon woollen goods was utterly 
' useless, because we could not have ob- 
x tained ‘those goods from overseas at any 
- price. yey 
Mr. Jowrnrr.—The honorable mémber 
“means that the duty was inoperative? 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Yes; tailors were 
buying goods from the warehouses in 


in the 


Melbourne from 42s. to 25s. per yard,’ 
indenting woollen 


— whilst others were 
_ goods at those prices. Yet in the years 
gone by I have made up thousands of 


yards 0 of the same Meier as at Lee and hae 


if Por 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES. ‘ 


Pari 


Fa sis) 


per yard. To-day, howaren every 
endeavouring to restore the pre-wi 


ditions. | We all recognise that w 
must come down in England 
America, because manufacturers 


desire to produce cheaper commoc 
for the purpose of supplying the or 
markets. 
this dumping in Australia. 


"ae. Grecory. ee ‘the | 


Old Country compare ay the Ww 
paid in ‘Australia?- 


Mr. MATHEWS.—1 cannot a 


than those which are boing cae he 
Mr. MATHEWS.—There is only 


way in which we can get better 
and better industrial conditions for 
employees of our woollen manutae 
namely, by Protection. through 
Customs House. We all know 
the end of the season countries 
produce certain commodities export 
surplus to foreign markets.. 
of the kind was quoted in this ch 
to-day. At the present time 
“users of fat in Austraha are 
£8 per ton more for that. article t 
being paid for it in England. We 
have an opportunity to set our hou a 
order. The Tariff is before us, and 
il that great bone of contention, Wil 
Morris Hughes, returns to upset. us aga 
we have time to consider it from a seieé 
tific stand-point. It is up to us t 
that this great wool-producing cou 
shall also become a manufactur 
woollen-piece goods. I appeal 
Minister, in onan of the oe th t 


cent. upon it? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Yes. 
compel our manufacturers to kee 
prices down to a reasonable level I wou! 
impose a duty of 100 per cent. upon 
There is no reason At we should 


- products at a fair price. Oc 
‘create a Department pte 
into consideration the cos of | 


e “cost. rae) fmawuracene ‘operations, 


and which would assess the profits that 
oo to be made eo: ‘ aig in- 


? re been olan Some - years ago 
the manufacturers of Melbourne Ports 


pial: tio: considered the freight which 
the coastal shipping © companies should 
eharge them, and also the price which 


should be paid for coal used in their _ 


Ii is curious that Messrs. Ellison and Hewiso 


industrial establishments. I was told 
that these prices were too high. 


was, “Very well. We want to 


The Labour party a. 


a ot compel the companies to charge only 
- a fair price for their coal. Will you 
0 * Their answer was, “ Oh 
no, Mathews. 
ae that ae go too Cit 


; a Gah ecito: nis a | 
the capitalistic talk to the effect that 


er of persons are anxious to embark 
_ upon this particular industry. 
no use for our present economic system, 


but I recognise that the people who sent 
me here have to live whilst we are effect- 


ing a change in it. I wish to give them 
an opportunity to live during the tran- 


sition period, and the only way in which 


can do that is by granting Protection 
to our manufacturers. I ask the Min- 
- ister if he cannot see his way clear to 
increase the duty upon this item? 
ener si he 


: ADI OURN MEN T. 


Lanner. Coronet Watxmr’s Sworn 
lets “. 


~ Bamford). | 
has passed I asked my solicitor to give 


My. 


~ oath. 
The worst of your crowd - a 


ee people 
In spite ep 


IT have. 


“have received from my solicitor, in reply 


to a communication from Messrs. Elison 
‘and Hewison, another firm of solicitor 


- which was read in this Chamber by. the in 


honorable member for Herbert (Ma 
During the interval which 


ats have 


me his opinion upon that letter. 


“no animus against the author i; Aha bu 


as he has taken up quite an unwarranted 


attitude upon behalf of his client, I pro 


pose to read the reply to it, which I hav 
received from my solicitor, Mey Joseph 
Woolf. It is as follows :— a 
Melbourne, ‘13th May, 19: 
Dear Dr. MALONEY, 7 
Your letter of the 6th of May da to hand, 


persistently ignore the real facts 
speech as set out in Hansard, 


They could not fail to sée ‘ar the rea 


of you 


and essential fact you set out is actually true, 


namely, that Colonel Walker, as may be see 


‘at page 311 of the evidence following his pr 


vious statement on oath, then formally Te- 
canted and withdrew his sworn statement, on 
This statement was he deliberately 


swore that he had seen Mr. Caldwell] in the 


“presence of himself and others sign the docu- 


ment produced. 


He said he was aware of his responaiblity 
and the nature of an oath when he made this 
statement. He had previously challenged the 
Committee to call a writing expert who would 
verify the signature as Caldwell’s signature. 


Your inference, therefore, is irresistible, 
namely, that he produced a ‘forged. document. 
You, however, omitted the word “ therefore. 
If you had said, “Since Colonel Walker relied 
for his perjured statement on the document 
he produced, it must have been such a perfect. 
signature of Caldwell’s as to deceive a writin 
expert.’? You would have stated a conclusion 
had you used the word “ therefore.” 
Walker evidently believed that ei 
commit perjury without being found — out, 
as he impudently challenged the Committee to 
produce a writing expert, because he believed. 
the signature was such a good imitation 
Caldwell’s that he would be borne out. 

a signature will deceive a writing expert. 

must be°a remarkably good forgery of the 
origina] signature. Of course, you could, . 
prove that it was forged by Walker or a) be 
body else, but Walker “gambled on the ee e' 
tion of the forgery. 


nothing about it. 
you had you stated this as a printer 


you stated it as a fact, and did not pre: “a 
it with the word “ therefore.” You woul Ren 


not be able to prove as a fact in a Cour 


oe lave that this signature of Caldwell’s ace 


1 cod. Pe eames aH This, . bomen does, 
ose with the real question. — 


- wronged. 


| sos. Lani 


aks you responsible on @ ae iaiee 
issue, ‘He. is like a cuttlefish which flings out 
inky fluid to prevent being followed. “These 
_ cuttlefish tactics of Walker are obviously de- 
signed to save him from further prosecution 
aa for perjury. Now he turns round and says, 
_ “Although I committed’ perjury deliberately 
and in order to prove I was telling the truth, 


- demanded a writing expert to prove it was a 


real signature, I now turn round and say since 


ee T committed perjury when I gaid it was writ- 
i Pen. by Caldwell it is no longer a forged signa- 
ture, and [ no longer want a writing expert, 
“and, therefore, Mr. Maloney would ‘have in- 


dependently to prove that it: was a forged 


signature, but he cannot do this, as he is un- © 


_ aware of any of the circumstances. 


Here, an impudent. offender against the 
criminal law instead of being repentant and 


_ humble, actually dares to threaten a member 


of Parliament, who honorably does his duty, 

‘which this unrepentant sinner by threatening 
“hopes to deter him from doing, The crime is 
defined: in the Act of Parliament which con- 
stitutes the Joint Accounts Committee, and the 
punishment for this crime of perjury is five 
years’ imprisonment. Their duty was clearly 
‘to uphold the law of the Commonwealth. Of 
- eourse, it is ridiculous. to assume that a man 
who deliberately sets out ‘to commit perjury 
does not commit it, because he is found out 
and forced to recant. You cannot be deterred 
. from doing your duty by any threat or im- 
“pudent challenge to surrender your parliamen- 
_ tary privilege. The parliamentary privilege 
is the highest privilege a member of Parlia- 
ment has, and that is a very good illustration 
‘of its value to the community. Here the 
facts are absolutely true as a whole, and you 
have acted as an honorable man in making 
-your statement for the benefit of Parliament 
and for the protection of public morality, 


~ which ought to include that no man who com- 


mits perjury, no matter how highly placed, 
should escape justice. The question is, what 
. does the honour of Parliament demand if the 
Joint Accounts Committee have failed to ob- 
serve those principles of henour which shovld 
actuate all members of Parliament for the en- 
forcement of the law. 


Sin Frank Madden, when challenged on 
‘one occasion to repeat outside statements 
that he had made in Parliament, refused 
to do so, and I shall follow his example in 
this case, but if a statement is wanted as 
to perjury, I am ready to make it. I do 
“not know Mr. Hewison, but Mr. Ellison 
I have found a decent fellow. I take it 
that in this case he speaks as a lawyer re- 
presenting a client, and wishes to make a 
‘point, because I did not use the word 
_ “therefore.” I am fighting for an 
- Australian native who has been deeply 
} | Had not Colonel Walker’s 
_ statement, made in the course of evidence 
on cath, been challenged by the cross- 


_ examination of Senator J. D. Millen, so. 
hp Colonel ae was, forced to own 


“(REPRE SENTATIVES. ai) 


ae whad * bad sworn to was n 
much injury would have been don 

xan. Thirty years ago, in this ¢ 
I tried to secure the punishment a Me 
millionaire who had committed perju: 
as later I tried to secure redress fo 
Reverend J. B. Ronald, who was i 
by nine witnesses who gave perjur 
dence against him. Ppeiasice | 
under our laws, 


aK 


paeote: for which, if poor, “he s “a 


put into gaol. ny 
Mr. BAMFORD (Hervort) 


the onsale member foe Melbourne | 

Maloney) has just read; but it see 
be a climb down on the part « 
Woolf. If it is poiariae os ae Color 


nob an information ieee sworn i aga 
him in se Courts ? Sd 


Mr. BAMFORD. The hone ion m= 


no man. a cover.’ of than mee 
should stab another in the back, ¢ 
him no opportunity to reply. — A 
is asked is that the statements ma 
Mr. Woolf’s letter, which have 
voiced by the honorable ee 
repeated outside. 


Dr, Matoney.—They are in th off 
the Attorney-General. ia 


Mr. BAMFORD.—This is a fair 
lenge, and we have made it before 
these statements be uttered outside, 
tha, Colonel Walker may take a 
respect to them, and clear his cha 
definitely, or, if he cannot do SO 
the ccnsequences. This is 5 
reaspnable thing to ask. No ma 
make statements in this House whic. 
damage a citizen for the rest of ] 
and not give that citizen an on 
to ma+e an adequate reply. 


Dr. Matonry.—Colonel Walk 
to. injure a real Australian. if 


La ees iy 
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n APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
t SPEAKER," % 


‘Sir JOSEPH CooK (Parramatta—Act- 
ing Prime Minister’ and Treasurer) 
{3.1].—I am sure that we all deeply 
egret the cause of the absence of Mr. 
Deputy | Speaker, 


him from the House for the rest of the 
week. Mr. Speaker himself, I under- 
. stand, is not yet well enough to attend, 
and in all probability will not be here far 
some little time yet, In these unfor- 
tunate circumstances I move— 

That the Honorable Frederick William Bowe 
ford do take the Chair of the House to act as 
Speaker for this day, and for each day on 
which Mr. Deputy Speaker is absent. _ 

_ Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) eae ae 
‘—I have much pleasure in proposing that 
Mr. Charlton, the honorable member for 
Hunter, do take the Chair until the re- 
turn of. Mr. ‘Speaker, or Mr. Deputy 
Sp eaker. 
1 ate 


OH ARLPON V1” dealine | the 


nomination, preferring to see Mr. Bam- 


ford i in the Chair. 

iE pir JosepH Cook. 

) hat was the position. _ 
Question. received in the Re aes cs | 

Ha 

et 3.3 p.m., and read er 


I pate siood that — 


oa PBLARELEY (1 pa the “Migs 


ister representing the Minister for Home 


and Territories Reine he has received 


aN present a ropott, ee ee 


These will. be 


who is suffering a. 
bereavement which will probably keep — 


radios 
- Giinea 


Acting SPEAKER took the. Chair Retr oF UNEMPLOYMENT: 


construction of this railway. 


NEW GUINEA COMMISSTON 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Has the atte 
tion df the Acting Prime Minister been 
drawn to a letter in this morning’s 
bourne newspapers, signed “OC, R. 
leston, Lieutenant-Commander, R. N. e- 
tired,” in which the writer states that 
wrote to the right honorable. gentleman 
regarding the Commission that is lost, 
stolen, or strayed in what was Germa 
New Guinea, and received an acknoy 
ledgment of his letter? Does the Acting 
Prime Minister intend to allow Lieuten. 
‘ant}Commander: Rolkeston toa interview 
him,) or has he anything to ay, to , 
House about the Commission ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. — I Lecetpadl 
communication from .Lieutenant-Com 
mander Rolleston, which had, I think, 46 
do with the causes of his resignation from 
the Commission. 1. have sent two 
to the Administrator of New 
eu he had no o reply yet. : 

Mr. 

‘lost. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. If the ee 
‘mission is doing its work, it is lost for the 
time being. In the interior of New 
Guinea there are not the up-to-date ap- 
pliances for communication that we en- 
joy in these more favoured regions. 


Mr. Jamus Page. — The Commission | 
has a wireless plant with it. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That may | 
so, but I have not been able to get into 
toue ie with the members of the Commis: 


LOAN TO QUEENSLAND, 


DEVELO 
MENT OF BURNETT LANDS, aly 


Mr. HIGGS.—I ask the Acting eae 
Minister whether, with a view to relieving 
the distress caused by unemployment it 
Queensland, where there are 5,000 men 
out of work, he will advance to that State 
by way of loan, a portion of the £2,000, 000 ; 
to be expended by the State Govern- a 
ment upon the construction of a railwa 
through the Upper Burnett, Callide Val. 
ley, and Prairie Lands, Mr. H. §. Gullet: 
having reported that it is estimated that 
three years will be occupied in the — 
Will the 
‘ight honorable gentleman, advance, say, — 
, forthwith, and the: balance 


a ) ,000,000 in Pea of £950, 000 
every four months? 


. Sir JOSEPH COOK. 1 MWe ‘as oI 
- should like to help the unemployed, who 
a know to be numerous throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well as in Queens- 
oud T cannot advance money for the pur- 
pose Nesired. Many objects are very de- 
_ sirable in themselves, and among them the 
_ proposals which Mr. Gullett has recom- 
mended. No one questions the merits of 
these proposals; - but, notwithstanding that 
admission, it is impossible for me to make 
Joan funds available for the railway re- 
” ferred to, and IT much regret to have to 
_ say“ No” to this request. The other 
_ day I had a telegram from Mr, Stopford, 
the representative of Mount Morgan in 
‘the Queensland Legislative “Assembly, 
who asked me if I would contribute pound 
_ for pound in connexion with the offer of 
the: Queensland Ministry of £1,000 per 


week in reduced railway freights for the 


Lees of the miners, but it must be 

«clear to any one who considers the matter 
calmly that it is the function of the State 
“Government to deal with these matters. I 
_have no money to spare for that purpose. 
I very much regret to have to refuse these 
requests, and I hope that something may 
_turn up soon to set these industrial enter- 
“prises going again. 


Mr. J. H. Garrs.—The honorable mem- 
Der is like Mr. Micawber. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—My ee) 
is that those concerned with these indus- 
tries should be allowed to settle their 
differences round a table. I believe that 
ee they were permitted to do that, the 
miners of Mount Morgan and of other 
- places would soon be at work again, 


i 


Wy, 


FELLMONGERING INDUSTRY. 


“Mr. JOWETT.—1 ask the Minister 
ior’ Trade and Customs whether he has 
i et received a report of the proceedings 

of the conference at which I introduced 
on a deputation of fellmongers to Sir 
John Higgins last week for the pur- 


pose of discussing with him the question © . 


of the release of fellmongered skin wools 
from the restrictions imposed upon the 
sale and export of wool as the result 


es & the resolution which was. adopted by 
this Parliament about three weeks” ago. . 
G also ask whether, cher has received | any oe 


etent to Queensland (REPRESENTATIVES. 1 Patmongeing 


the way of any, branch of it. 


ae of the Fedee te ‘Tole 
Australia when that body passed a 
resolution requesting that fellmon 
skin wool ag: be ee en | 
di ae 


pnegiiey in deat * My ae 
moment, and of the fact that no 1 
four fellmongers’ establishments 
closed, and have announced their 
tion not to re-open until the indus 
been freed from these restrictions ? 


Mr, GREENET have not "et 
the information of which the ho 
member speaks. As he is awa 
fellmongers saw me in conjunction’ 
the ‘Acting Prime Minister a little - 
ago. As the result of that inte 
further interview was arranged Ww 
John Higgins, at which one of my offie 
attended. He reported to me that 

ellmongers were fully satistied with 
results attained at the conferer 
were prepared to continue operat: lons 

Mr. Jowxrr.—They held a- meet} 
yesterday at which they said th 
not satisfied, — 


If any new asvoloin en has arisen, I st 
be glad to look into it. ‘The sole des 
of the Government is to carry out 
scheme decided upon by Parlia 
a manner that will benefit: the 


PRICE OF BUTTER. : 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—I ask the Min 
for Trade and Customs whether it ; 
fact that Australian butter is bei 
in London for 190s. per cwt., whi 
same poe of butter is Be sold. 


shall be able to aeeaee this @ 
ba: at the same oe as in a 


-. GREENE ie ae | 
bag ups ine London ree 


Wer wa. Cu one. Deteane | aaoiot pis: 
d- 74s. per ewt. : ma of the garage upon that ay y 
aes and, of course, we have 
rol over the price at which they 
a If they feel obliged to sell Done that the riot was engineered byt 
hah ata. faseae price than that. at which military. | hy 
1ey | purchased it, the matter is one over ic! Behe a 
_ UPPER BURNETT, CALLIDE 
VALLEY, AND PRAIRIE LAN 
Rairway Construcrion. — : 
Mr, HIGGS.—I ask the Acting Prime 
ee it is a fact that 8,000 words of Minister whether, in view of the wid 
‘speech delivered by the Prime Minister spread interest taken in Queensland — 
n this Chamber were cabled to England the proposal to open up the Upper Bt 


the eost of the Commonwealth, and nett, Callide Valley, and Prairie Lands, _ 
the Minister will have pened Mr. H. “aoe 


“Sir J OSEPH COOK. ie eee that — 
, hans was a Printing Committee here to 
supervise these things. Personally, © 
have no objection to “Mr. Guilett’s” eos 
being printed. 

Mr. Hiees.—Will the honoeables gen 
eae move that it be printed? — 
- Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I will. At the 
same time I understood that these mat 


| ters were dealt with by the Printing 
Sy -RIME, MINISTER ; ‘EXP ENSES my omaiitee. No doubt there is very 


WD LON D ON. i much interest exhibited in Queensland in 
Mr. Gullett’s report, and as there are - de- 

mands for it, 1 move— \ 

». That.the report be printed, 


Mr. JAMES PAGE. oY Strela ue | 
goodness this matter will be referred 
the Printing Committee before — 

- motion is carried. 


aa ‘at least one newspaper Se: to the. 
cee ik 4,000 words of the ae Min- 


aN denice’ byes London, and, “is SO, 
ae the amount? 


Lay sum om 


by i sou ion of the motion! ‘we. a 
_ have taken their functions ott Of ; 


ee ee nie have been — hands. CNSR 
tee ihe ‘uneeakgid® Shade Defence. ‘4 Mr. Buaxetey.—What vignenies I 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—TI have no 
| jection to the paper being printed, I bt 
seeing that we have appointed a C A * 
\ fe to deal specifically with an By 


| : 8608 Federal Capital. 


a paper be printed. Whenever that 
eourse is adopted the matter is entirely 
taken out of the hands of -he Printing 
Comuuitice. 

ae resolved in the affirmative. 


FEDERAL CAPITAL. 


« Erection oF Buripines. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—TI ask the Minister. 
for Works and Railways whether it is a 
fact that up to the present no cottages 
have been completed at Canberra, and 
that yery few have actually been started. 
_ Further, will he take the necessary steps 
to see that the erection of these cottages 
and the carrying cut of other works is 
expedited by getting the necessary ee 
at the Capital site? 

Mr. GROOM.—The position is that 1 
did not receive a report from Canberra 
dast week, but three cottages near the 
jpower-house were almost completed seve- 
val days ago. Altogether in that area 
ten cottages have been authorized. Pro- 
gress is taking place rapidly with regard 
to the other twenty. 


Sir Roserr Berst.—Authorized by 
whom? 
Mr. GROOM.—Anthorized under an 


appropriation by Parliament, and by 
Ministerial authority. - 
‘Sir Roperr Besr.—Were they recom- 
mended by the Publie Works Committee? 


Mr, GROOM.—No. The sum involved 
in their erection is less than £25,000. 

_. Sir Rozert Besr.—So that is the game, 
saa it @ 

Mr. GROOM. The honorable .mem- 
‘ber knows what is the practice of Par- 
Hhament. In addition, authority has 
been given for the erection of seven cot- 
tages for the men who are employed at 
the brick works. But the progress now 
taking place with respect to the erection 
of these buildings is as rapid as possible. 

Mr. Marnews.—-Is it the intention 
ef the Government to preceed with the 
erection of houses and other buildings at 
the Capital site without submitting those 
works to the Public Works Committee? 

Mr. GROOM.—The Act specifically 
lays it down that any works involving an 


expenditure of £25,000 and upwards | 
must be referred to the Public Works 


| Committee. 


: ; ig : 
me as: Palewyes Hav tus 


REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


to-morrow. 


‘inquiries if the honorable member 


Be it abroad below the eal a 


Wiha seasons 8 


‘Mr. Maruews. Sanat are “you | 
to keep these matters down to less 
£25,000 ? es 


Mr. GROOM.—The practice 
forth in ms Act kale be tora $ 


Gerpitinll 


Mr. Marsews.—You will © 
feating your own object if you tr 
do things in this way. 


WAR GRATUITIES. 


Mr. McGRATH.—With respect 
cashing of soldiers’ war gratuities, 
Acting Prime Minister now in a 
to make his promised statement? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I shall d 
I expect to -complete m 
with that object to-day. 


BASIC ° WAGE AND CHILD . 
ALLOWANCE. 
Mr. BLUNDELL.—In connexion ° 
the regulations having to do with 
basic wage and the payment of the ¢ 
allowance, I wish to know whet 
widows employed in the Commonw 
Service have been specially excluded 
the benefits of the payment of ne 
allowance. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am aa 
whether that is so or not, but will 


put his question on the a 


WOOL EXPORT AND LOO, 
SALES. . 


Mr. GREGORY.—In connexio: 
the comparative restrictions placed on th 
export of wool from Australia at preser 
is it not a fact that absolute freed, 
given for the sale of wool within 
tralia, providing that such ‘wool | is. 
Msi for export ? 


Mr. GREENE.—There are no. a ; 


of wool within Australia. That ee ‘to 
any wool can be bought or sold. — 
ever, if the buyer wants to export, 
must eae that he has es the | ib 


consignment pay that i » 


eareabes: (Hansard: page: 7029) to an- 


pea 


ment under which the Federal Capital Board. 


is to work, so. that honorable members might 
ave an opportunity to consider the matter 
ears finality was reached, has the Minister 


earried out that undertaking, and, if not, will, 


che now supply the information? 


he 2. Is the Board occupying its time making a 
detailed investigation as to the strength of a 
; temporary’ bridge over the Molonglo, erected to 
_ @arry a maximum weight of 3 tons, ‘on the 
assumption that it is a permanent structure 
intended to carry heavy traction engines and 
i os pia weight? 


8. If the Minister is having a report made 


as to this bridge, will he at the same time 
‘eonsider the report of Mr: Commissioner 
Blacket on the bridge which preceded it, and 
which: was Rarer away: ae Howstt 


ve 


le stable fidalben, I repeal the oe of the. 
‘Committee’s functions. Owing to corre- 
‘spondence with Mr. Griffin as to being a mem- 
of the Committee being protracted, I was 

ai ble to announce the final arrangements to 
the House before the session | closed. The 
uties intrusted to the Committee were pub-: 
‘lished in the Commonwealth Gazette of the 2nd 
: r > and copied by the: 


A 


! i ne H. CATTS alee the Minister 


: Works and Railways, upon notice— 


‘Is it a fact that, notwithstanding Mr. 
'p Seeuek Ss statements im Building . that he 


shoal are pressing Mn Sisraau to de- 
part. oe ee accra and. sree eae 


Is it now peed) to pay. depart- 
ieatal officers on this Board an 
ditional to their east rshes salaries; if 
ow motel? 


yunce the conditions and terms of agree- 
om Ilth May, 1921. 


a Palins f 


daily | 


amount — 


ow: Gar 
Ti: No. 
2. See No: ale 


my reply to: ‘the honorable member's ou 


proposal put forward to pay the Commo 
wealth officers who are members of the (Co 
mittee a special allowanec. : i 


4. On the basis of expenditure uP ton date 
about. £2,500 per annum. 


EX-WARRANT OFFICER aa : 


Mr. MAKIN asked the Mininios) 


nes notuce— 


1. Whether the Minister has noted the ei 
cumstances of ex-Warrant Officer F. H. Little’s 
discharge from the Australian Imperial Force 
and the manner in which that discharge is 
now affecting his claims for gratuity, and how 
it may further prejudice his future applica: 
- tions for Government appointments? 


2. Has the Department conclusive and: sub- 
-stantiated proof concerning unworthy conduct 
of ex-Warrant Officer F. H Little while on 
service abroad? 


3.. If not, will the Department issue. a clean | 
discharge to ¥, H. Little? ye 


GRANVILLE RYRIB, — The © 
answer to the honorable member’ s ques 
tions is as follows: — oe 


Sir 


ante: aalitioe were returned from ails in 
June, 1916, under orders of the General Officer 
Commanding in Egypt, their services being no — 
longer required, Allegations had been made 


a Tehran y: hearing in biel presenee’ we 
native contractor, his. manager, and also his. 
cashier made statements that the soldiers had. 
on several occasions demanded and received 
money from them; the accused men. aah a> 
their defence: 


As the evidence was verbal and not’ dices 
mentary, it was considered difficult to prove 
Hk a enn spn oe satis min te 


et to: pickers oa they were. ere 
charged. 


with the saith ‘iste held’ on their" 
Warrant Officer Little did not take this, area 
ity: Hien the: ais anldice re- -enlisted and 


There has not. been -any 6 


8610 Mont Park H sneak 

Warrant Officer Little, as there had been no 
conviction, was given a “good” character on 
his discharge certificate. The reason for dis- 
charge given was, “Services no longer re- 
quire *— this was the only reason provided 
by the regulations which was applicable, as 
the period of his enlistment had not termi- 
- mated, and was also a reason given at the time 
in respect of honorable discharges where the 
other reasons provided by the regulations 
were not applicable. 


Payment of war gratuity was made, by 
direction of the Central War Gratuity Board, 
for the. period 21st October, 1914, to 18th 
duly, 1916, i.¢., from date of embarkation to 
_ date of discharge. The Board, under section 8 
of the War Gratuity Acts 1920, ordered that 
the balance was to be withheld. An appeal by 
Little was later considered by the Board and 
dismissed. 


MONT PARK HOSPITAL. 
EmMpPLuoyMENT oF Rerurnep SoLpiers. 


Mr. McGRATH asked the Minister 
representing the Minister for Defence, 
upon notice— 


1. Are sixteen returned soldiers who are 

employed at the Military Hospital, Mont Park, 
working sixty-two hours per week? 
_ 2. 1s it a fact, as reported, that they have 
not received any public holidays, such as 
Christmas Day and Good Friday, for the last 
two years? 

3. Is it a fact, as reported, that the extra, 
Is. per day allowed to other members of the 
military staff has not been paid to the re- 
turned soldiers at Mont Park? 


4. Will he take the necessary action to 
have these apparent injustices remedied ? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. — The 
answers to the honorable member’s ques- 
tions are as follow:— 

1, No. The staff at No. 16 Australian 


General Hospital are on duty for an average 
of fifty-four hours per week, 


2. In an institution of this kind it is im- 
possible to make special arrangements for a 


greater proportion of the staff to be given ’ 


Jeave on public holidays. The staff at No. 16 
Australian General Hospital are granted 
_ twenty-one days’ annual leave and two days’ 

Jeave per week. All leave due has been taken. 


3. The staff are paid according to rank in 
accordance with regulations covering pay to 
members of the home. service. ‘Any dif- 
ferentiation in pay is not as between returned 
soldiers and non-returned soldiers, but as 
between those performing clerical duty and 
those employed on attendant duty, the former 
receiving 6s. per week extra. 


4. In view of the answers to bahia pene + 
and 3, no action is proposed. 


REPRESENTATIVES.) th oe 


tion, upon notice— 


-not be a yn for the Ccmncaeee 


FEDERAL CAPITAL DESIGN fe 
Mr, JAMES PAGE «(for a 
Matonry) asked the Minister for Wx 
and Railways, upon notice— 
If he will inform the House who were ¢ a 
officers who were concerned in the making ? 
the “Built-up design” or “ si he 
Plans’? for the Federal Capital? bi 
Mr. GROOM.—Full particulars wil 
ba found in Parliamentary Paper No. 65 
printed in 1912, copy of we I now 7 la, 
on the table. 


a 
‘tis 


nie 5 
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REPATRIATION. 


Living ALLowANcrs: SETTLEMENT 01 
Soxprers: ScaLes oF PENSIONS. 


Mr. LAZZARINI asked the Minis 
representing the Minister for Repatra 
tion, upon notice— 

With regard to the abolition of living alioe 
ances to soldiers’ widows and mothers, will 
inform the House whether this is done by the 
Commission for Repatriation acting on its own 
initiative or on instructions from the Minister? 


Mr. RODGERS,—Living allowances 
to soldiers’ widows and mothers have ni 
been abolished. by 

Dr. EARLE PAGE asked the Min te 
representing the Minister 10 Repa 


1. In what number of estates este 0. 
purchased for settlement of soldiers has” r 
appraisement of values taken place in (@) N 
South Wales, (b) Victoria, (c) Queens! ( 
(d) other States? 

2. What is the total amount written off 
connexion with such re-appraisement? 

3. Does the State or the Federal Gor 
ment bear this apparent loss? s 


Mr. RODGERS. hs Repaiee n 
Department is not in possession of t 
information, the purchase and valuatio 
of estates being entirely within the ae 
diction of the State Governments. — 


but would be an act of neh ae St 


sponsibility. 
Mr. FOLEY (for Mr. Bourcwzr 
asked the Minister representing the Min 
ister for Repatriation, upon notice—_ 
Whether he will have a return prepare ae 


‘submitted to Parliament showing full 
ticulars of ex-soldier land settlement in West 


Imperial soldiers? 


_ Mr. RODGERS —Returns from the 

} Department of Lands and Survey, 
_ Western Australia, show statistics up to 
80th | a 1921, as follow :-— 


Ry ” i i Qualifica- : 1 
_ = | Applica-| tion Cer- |Rejecte fs 
Paine titicates r fee : Settled 
Deferred.| 18> ‘ 


Beselved - Granted. 


ee ee | | | 


--¥x-members 
NAST OR, 


(7) 
tw 
— 
© 
or 
Py 

Go 
i\) 
rs 


~ Eix-Imperial 
bps prions: 


oe Mir, 
dl a PD icietiing the Minister for Repatria- 
tion, upon notice— 


a ‘Will he furnish a statement, for the purpose 
of comparison, showing the maximum scales of 
war pensions payable by Australia, Great 
Britain and other parts of the Empire, as well 
as by our Allies in the late Huropean war, in 

ey respect of — 

(a) disabled soldier ; (b) widow of soldier; 

fea aety i (c) widowed mother of deceased 

erie soldier; (d) disabled ‘soldier, 
wife and three children ? 


a linbes to defer his question. A state- 
“ment covering this matter is being pre- 
pared, and will be furnished to-morrow. 


~ WHEAT AND FLOUR. 
Sates ro SoutH Arnica. 
‘Mr. FOLEY (for Mr. BurcHett ) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
- notice— 


Whether he is yet ina , position to make his 
_ promised statement relative to the sale of “B” 
grade wheat and flour to South Africa? 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The South 
African Government have intimated that 
the claims of the purchasers of the 
alleged inferior wheat and flour are being 
Bie thoroughly checked on behalf of the Go- 


forwarded as early as possible. Until 
: ‘these claims are received and carefully 
bs investigated here, I am unable to make a 
statement in regard to the matter, but 
honorable members may rest assured that 
ou. information on ue WN will be 


‘Mz. GROOM —On the 19th Us the 


separate figures. 464 be given for ex: 
mbers. of the Australian Imperial Force and 


form Gauge Commission. 


CWAERON ‘asked ‘the ‘Minister. 


his 


Mr. RODGERS.—I ask .the honorable | 


-vernment, and full particulars will be 


honorable x ‘member 1 for N epean Ot. | aahiee ay 


Bony es me when it was likely that : a 
report would be received from the Uh 
: I have made 
inquiry, and I am advised that it is at 
present impossible to give a date upon 
which the Commissioners’ report will be 
received. I am also informed that th 
work of the Commission, which was ap 
pointed in February, 1921, is progressing” 
rapidly. Much of the information re- 
quired by the Commissioners has to be ob- 
tained from the various States and the 
Commonwealth railways officers. Whilst 
some of the information is in the hands 
of the Commissioners, there is a good, 
deal to be supphed to them ne ob 
can as their report. 


COTTON SEED AND RAW COTTON, 


Mr. GREEN E.—On 5th May the home 
orable member for Nepean (Mr. Bowden) 
asked the Minister for Health if arrange- 
ments had been made for the fumigation © 
of raw cotton on its importation into 
this country to prevent the rae 
tion of disease. JI replied that I was 
not aware, but that I would make : 
inquiries and let the honorable member | 
know. I am now in a position to ~ 
furnish the honorable member with the : 
following information -—All cotton con- | 2 
taining seeds is either fumigated or sub- 
jected to treatment for the removal of 4 Pa 
the seeds, which are afterwards destroyed. ' 
Cotton which has been partially treated, 


and from which all seed has been re- 


moved, has not hitherto been:fumigated, 
except when examination suggests the a 


advisability for so doing, but considera- 


tion is now being given to the practic- — 
se of fumigating all imported raw ~ 


PAPERS. i 
The following papers were presented:— 


Taxation—Seventh Annual Report of the 
Commissioner, years 1916-17 to 1919-20. 


Ordered to be printed. 


Defence Act—Regulations Amended-Status 
tory Rules 1921, Nos. 94, 96, 103. OS 
Public Service Act—Promotions of G. W. 
Bingham and F. G, Hayward, Porinasa 
General’s Department. ay 


‘War Service Homes Act—Land acquired 
- under, in New South Wales, at— 
a Balmain, Goulburn, Kiama, Windsor 
_ Wollongong. ii 


: Tariff. ! 


In Committee of Ways and’ Means: 


Consideration resumed from 20th May (vide page 8604). 


Item 105— 


_{®) Woollen, or containing wool, me.i. .. aM 


(@) Hair Cloth and Cloth of Hair and Cotton or Hair and Wool 


combined for lining apparel .. a 


te (a) Waterproofed Cloth, prepared with Rubber, Oil, or 


Celluloid— 
(1) Woollen or containing wool a 


(2) Silk or containing silk, but not containing wool 


(3) Leather Cloth .. ba uy 

(4) N.ELI. |... we a in 

Sir ROBERT BEST — (Kooyong) 
[3.35]-—-I regret that the honorable 
member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) 


has taken every opportunity to refer 
to the woollen manufacturers as the 
shock ng example of those who have made 
exorbitant profits. The honorable mem- 


_ ber stated that as in some cases the pro- 


fits made by the woollen manufacturers 


ranged from 20 per cent. to 45 per cent., 


and that in one instance it was 90 per 
eent., he was desirous of having the duty 
reduced so that manufacturers would he 
prevented from making undue profits in. 
future. In other words, assuming the 
fistires are correct, the effect would be 
that those who made small profits were 
- to be punished alike with those who had 
‘been more fortunate. If the honorable 
member will look into the history of the 


woollen industry in Australia—I speak 


a particularly as regards Victoria—he. will 
see that the early experience of those who 


: embarked in this industry was disastrous | 
~ We admired those who endeavoured to 


establish the industry in Australia with 
great courage and enterprise under. dif- 
Wy otreult Sond iti ions; but it must be remem- 
_bered that during the first years they suf- 
fered heavy financial losses, and, in many 


eases, capital had to be written down, and 


-eompanies reconstructed. Even during 
_ 1914 the average profit earned d'd not ex- 
-eeed 24 per cent.; and if the honorable 
member for Dampier will take the 
trouble to average the profits made by 


/ these manufacturers from the beginning - for the Government, 


_{REPRESENTATIVES.) Bani 


TARIFF. 


British 


Intermediat: 
Poterge fee 
a aaeaenneneaneanemenneemeemeel - “ 

ad val. | 30 per cent. | 40 per cent. 
ad val. Free 5 per cent. | 
ad val. | 30 per cent. | 40 per cent. 
ad val. | 20 percent. | 25 per cent. | 
ad val. 5 per cent. | 10 per cent. 
ad val. | 15 percent. | 20 per cent. 


to the ae time—notwithstanding 
very lucrative period of war—he will 
a say had made a ae sities 


aay 


Mr Greqory.—That was ™% 


can assure the honorable ete ee 
an ex-Minister for Customs, and one © 
has had occasion to give some attent 
to this matter, the experience « 
woollen | manufacturers during the 
stages was “surrounded with ma: 
culties; and why they should 
selected for special animadvers 
is difficult to say. At most, the 
is that, they made certain profits: 
the war period, but nothing like 
made by manufacturers abroad. 

Mr. Foruy.—lf undue profit 9 


thea) ian Gn yee making 
profits. a 
Sir ROBERT BEST. Perhaps 
but, it. is better that our manutfact 
should make that profit rather tha 

the foreign manufacturers who send 
goods: here. But I beg honorabl 
hers to bear in mind that during t 
period the woollen manufacturers of 


Government. 


; oe, “The Cove iata fixed ee ori 
to be paid for the woollens manufactured, 


and ‘the proprietors of these undertak- 


ings were instructed to go ahead with the 
manufacture of cloth, flannels and b!an- 
kets, with the result that for a consider- 
able portion of the war period many 
manufacturers were working three shifts 
per day, because it was essential that 
they should put forth their best efforts. 
When it is said that during a period of 
three years woollen manufacturers made 
profits amgunting almost to their capital 
representing upwards of a million of 
money—honorable members must recall 
at, for a time, they were working three 
hifts, and the profit made should really 
be spread over a normal period of eight 
er nine years. The price at which they 
were to be paid for their output was fixed 
by the Government, and they were there- 
re, justified in going full speed ahead 
‘and making as much as they legitimately 
could, and is there any one in this House 
-owho will say that the manufacturers 
were responsible or blameworthy? 
- Mr. Rzy.—For military cloth only. 


ae sapere BEST. eae were aC 


80 7 
. ine Peas. es ot 
Sir ROBERT BEST. Then it must 
ave been very little. When I speak 
of cloth I include blankets and flannels 
and Ke vey ane of the kind ‘required 
dors: purposes. I speak ‘subject 
to , correction, but I ‘believe that the 
‘of the output of every de- 
ription | was taken by the Govern- 
rent. If some\ was permitted to go into 
rivate channels, the amount was very 
il indeed. Honorable members should 
in mind that what the manufac- 
d ‘hea ical under rigid Govern- 


fit by a vast 


ment’ s orders were a 2 perfect rote 
the local manufacturers. ee 
Sir ROBERT BEST .—That is so. Th 
could not have carried on had not. 
exigencies of war enabled them to b 
output. They had heen. 
struggling in the past, but, the Gov 
ment fixing prices, they produced to. 
best of their ability, and, as I have s. 
they worked their machinery three shift 
to meet the demands made upon them. — 
Mr. Hiru.—They had the advantag 


of being able to secure their wool at 


price below the flat rate. . 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—That is go, 
I remind the honorable member that th 
Government, in fixing the price of thet 
goods, had due knowledge of and regard 


to that fact, 


. Mr, Wiennotr. —Their pusiip: were 
great in one instance that the Govern 
ment stepped : in and took 80 per cont o 
them. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—The lesan 
member refers to the production of wool 
tops, but I am speaking now as to the 
production of cloth. The imports of 
woollen goods for the year ended 28th 
February, 1920, were valued at upwards 
‘of £2,000,000. 

‘Mr. Gisson.—Because of 
prices. 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—-That, to som 

extent, was the reason; but I point 
that the imports of woollen goods for the 
year ended 28th February, 1921, we 
valued at £6,675,000, or more than thr 
times the value of the prove ye 
importations. 

Mr. Grucory.—-Woollens alone? 

Sir ROBERT BEST. Bere, 
or containing wool, n.e.i.’ 
able member for Ces naeantie (re. Gib 
son) said something about the price, but — 
there was very little difference in. the 
price during the twelve-month per 

ending 28th February, 1920, and 28th 
February, 1921. Under the existing | 
‘Tariff, during the twelve months of 2 
‘operation, the imports of wool ns 
and goods containing wool were mc 
than three times the previous year’s 
| portations, and reached in value the vast s 

m of £6 pike ane That is a circum- 

hich ignored 


the i high 


ta 


ne woollen trade. 


- ing the cost of distribution. 


pose. 
the local consumption represents only 
fo-9% per » eent, 


| Uaprave reflection upon ourselves. 
_ an idealist; and while I would not say that » 
it is possible within the next ten, twelve, 
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there has been a vast extension of the 
Our home consumption 
represents only 24 per cent. of the Aus- 
a ee clip. 

Mr. Hitt.—How much greater would 
tie local consumption ‘have been had the 
woollen mills sold direct to the retailers 


- instead of to Flinders-lane ? 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—That question 
is hardly involved in the present discus- 
sion, but I may say that there is much 
fallacious argument indulged in concern- 
; It is be- 
lieved to be very. high, as the rate 
is frequently said to be from 20. per 
“cent. to 30 per cent., but if honor- 
able members asked the woollen manu- 


- facturers whether they could afford to 


- distribute their own goods, even if they 
were paid the At cost mentioned, 
which the wholesale houses now get, they 
_ would tell them that they could not do so. 
Mr. Greenz.—tThe trouble is in many 
eases that they have not sufficient capital. 
| Sir ROBERT BEST.—Of course they 
have not. 
Mr. Hirz.—Not to distribute for cash ? 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—My honorable 
_ friend will remember that it is the special 
duty of the distributing houses to dis- 
tribute all classes of goods, and they are, 
therefore, able to distribute any particular 
class of goods more cheaply than the 
- manufacturer of those goods could hope 
» to do. There are, no doubt, individual 
_ ‘instances where, if persons could buy at 
the mills, they could obtain cloth more 
_ ¢heaply than under existing conditions, 
when the cost of distribution has to be 
added. But if there were no organized 
- commercial system of the distribution of 
goods, the result to manufacturers would 


be disastrous. 


_. Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—Some mills dis- 
_ tribute every yard of cloth they make. 

- Sir ROBERT BEST.—In individual 
_ eases that may be so; but that assumes 


ve the possession by the manufacturers of 


i capital and organization for the pur- 
I have said that at present 


of the Australian clip. 
For years we have sent away greasy 
- wool to the extent ‘of something like 
974 per cent. of our clip.. That is a 


4 Ty Ay 
MD hy ois gal ch 
Rolie 


I am not 
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‘to secure 


‘ tries," ai 


Targ 


or even fifteen years for’ us to ex ape 
send away the whole of our 14 
fabric form, I do say that we should 


I hope, ‘in cloth, or other ma 
tured goods. It is only by givin 
greatest encouragement to our W 
manufacturers that we can hope t 
so. We have been pleased to lean 


coe in this country. We ge 
assurance of the Minister, who sp 
officially, that there is every prospect th 
other woollen mill plants will be la 
down in the near future. ‘mi 
this expressed intention is on the ba 
the existing schedule, which is a reas 
why it should not be reduced. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—We want 
competition badly. 

Sir ROBERT BEST. —We 
every competition, and this is’ the 
internal competition, w. 
is what we want. If we can get 
after plant installed in Australia by 
encouragement of this great key i 
try, we shall be making great st 
The fact that Lt 4g.78 hel epee. 


tae ‘I have bene the comp 
that it is insufficient for their purpose: 
that they could invest their capital w 
much greater confidence if they r 
greater encouragement. We have 


us, however, the proposal set 
the schedule; but, nevertiy ey 
justified at this stage in> 


out that there are consilora lam 

portations of coatings, trouserings, 
other like piece goods which _ 
entering into serious competition © 
the output of our own mills. W 
to look at this matter from a 
stand-point, and since ‘British mw 
turers are turning. their attentio 
Australia, where our One 18 imam. 


facility for working it up 1s. ‘of 
ean only say that, is they are. 
establish plants here, and 

skilled workmen to lay a 
we should be ir 


WeLY.. € Made 8 
Ra only to ‘the St ent bf new 


f oollen mails, but also to associated in- 
“such as fellmongering, 
itahnins: and other industries 

ne directly associated with that now 
consideration. I have pleasure 
in > ee the Minister’s proposal. 
r. Ricuarp Fosrer.—Then the hon- 
orable member is not going to move for 
an increased duty? 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—No; if I re 


member rightly the schedule before us 


provides for only a very small increase in 
_ the General Tariff. 

Pye hit Rrowarp Toney 2 Et provides for 
an increase of 30 per cent. 

Sir ROBERT. BEST the: due in 
respect of imports from Great Britain is 
the same as that in the Tariff of 1914, 
but there is a slight increase in the general 

‘ariff. In the circumstances, therefore, 
he Minister’s proposals are very modest, » 

nd I shall support them. 

Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) ek 53].— 

desire to speak on behalf of a very im- 

portant Australian industry which has — 
already been much antagonized. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrur.—We have heard 
he honorable member speak against the 
ustralian. woollen industry. 

Mr. J OWETT.—The honorable mem- 
ber has never heard me say a word against 

I e Australian woollen mills. 

ir. Rrowarp Foster.—We have heard 
th honorable. member complain of the 
‘prices charged for Australian woollens. 


fr. JOWETT ran 8 have said a great 
deal as to the prices which the people of 
Australia are charged for their clothes 
but this matter is altogether different 
rom the question of the prices at which 
: Australian woollen mills sell their 
; I hope, therefore, that the 
| onorable member will, withdraw his 
ies wee that he has ane me say 


" A secret teat wish to A aes este 
to £ a oe that is ie being» 


- for "Wialefield CMr. | 


should, 
efforts on country towns, 


are (ikea anxious that the vale 


_ industry of Australia shall be developed 
glue — 


bean. and since the honorable mem 
Richard Fost 
and, possibly, others may be under ait: 
impression that I am opposed to the 
expansion of the woollen industry, I pr 
pose to quote certain remarks made 
me at a conference, held on 10th Decem 


‘ber last, as the result of efforts m 


by my friend, Mr. Stirling Taylor, 


Director of the Hears of Commerce and 


Industry, to inaugurate a campaign fo 
the purpose of increasing the number 1 
woollen mills in the Commonwealth. A 
a delegate to that conference it fell to 
my lot to move the following resolution: 


That this meeting cordially indorses the pr 

posal of the Prime Minister to have inaugu: 
rated a propaganda for the purpose of largel 

increasing the woollen and worsted manufac 
turing industries of Australia. 


In support of that motion I am quoted 
as having said with reference 
prices— - 


We enjoyed, during the war, the hencath of 
the cheapest wool in the world, We shoul 
also have obtained the benefit of the cheapest 
clothes in the world. What is the cause of 
the high prices of suits? It is due to the face 
_ that too great a percentage of the cloth is im- 
ported and the natural remedy is to encourage 
the increased manufacture of woollen an 
worsted goods here. The time has come fo 
the citizens of Australia to be interested in the 
project by good propaganda work, and, in en 
deavouring: to have mills established, aN) 

as far as possible, concentrate 


The actual fact with regard to the price 
charged by woollen manufacturers hee 
Australia is that during the whole perio 
of the war and subsequently they solc 


( aie. was procurable in any part of th 
world. That is their record for the las 
seven years. 


Mr. Gzrergory.—But is it 
that during three years of the war their. 
profits actually exceeded the not 
their ices 


got our clothes any cheaper. 


‘ Tariff. 


"ate 


Mr. JOWETT, — I am dealing, not 
a ees the question of rigid control, but 
am dealing entirely with the question 
of the desirableness of increasing the 
manufacture of woollen goods in Aus- 
traba. I rose mainly to reply to the 
Campaign of. antagonism to the <Aus- 
tralian woollen industry . which has 
been so sodulously fostered in different 
parts of the Commonwealth, on the 
ground that the local mills are charging 
_ @xeessive prices for their cloth. | As a 
- matter of fact, their prices during the 


' war and subsequently were below those 


charged in any other country. 
— Mr. Ricwarp Fosrer.—Séeing that 
certain mills during the war wiped out 
_ their capital cost, should they not be sell- 
tng much cheaper at the present time? 
Mr, JOWETT.—It may be that cer- 
tain mills did wipe out their capital cost 
during the war, but that, of course, can- 
not: apply to mill-owners. who: have: not 
— yet built their mills. I am dealing with 
the question of the extension of the in- 
dustry which is so highly desirable in the 
interests of the whole of the people. I 
- eonfess that I took up shares in the in- 
dustry, not that I desired to make any 
profit, but rather to encourage its expan- 
sion. JI certainly hope that “the industry 
“will be profitable; unless it is, we can- 
not expect an expansion of it. 
Mr. Brennay. — Does the honorable 
member think that if no woollen goods 
had been imported during the war we 
would have been assured of woollen goods 
- at cheap rates here? | 
oir. LOWRTT.—I. do not know, . 
am not at all sure that if no woollen 
' goods had been imported we should have 
| Even if the 
_ Australian woollen manufacturer had not 
- raised his prices by one penny per yard, 


- J do not think we should have been able, 


under the circumstances, to buy our ‘made- 
up articles at prices lower than have 
_ prevailed. The trouble is not the price 


_ eharged by the manufacturer. 


ber NE. Consiprve.—Who is the culprit? 
_ Mr. JOWETT.—The trouble arises be- 
 tweer the persons to whom the manufac- 


turer sells his cloth and the purchasers Or 4 

suits of clothes. As to the question by 

_ the honorable member for Wakefield ee 
Richard Foster), I can only say that I~ 


am: not so much concerned with what has 
‘oh ee done by those Yate manufacturers 


y * / 
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“not think people ‘could be indu 
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who have nice: large oat durin 
war. There is no doubt that these m: 
facturers are much stronger fina a] 
than ever before; but my deep 
is for the prospects of mills hae 
hope to see established in the future. 
would not matter whether countless n 
lions had been made during the past 
years; we have tg consider what re 
able prospects there are of fair 
in the case of mills which are to be 
lished. We must remember that our 
mills manufacture only) a very 
quantity.of the wool produced in 
tralia. 
Mr. Consiprye.—What do you £0: oie 
fair profits? . 
Mr. JOWETT.—I am not now 
cussing the question of fair profits 
doubt we shall have an opportunity 
consider that matter at some future tim 
when I hope all/honorable members ¥ 
confine themselves to the subject | nc 
oa ssion, 
. Rrcwasrp Fosrrr.—tis nob a 
i a fair profit? ie 


Mr. JOWETT.—The honorable x 
ber may think so, but I candidly say 
I would not invest my capital, nor w 
I advise my friends to invest theirs, in 
venture if the maximum pen had 
10 per cent. ' 
Mr. Rrowarp Fosrer.—I mean. ‘the 
dend. 
“Mr. JOWETT.—In the present sta: 
the world’s industry and commere 


invest if the profits or dividends 1 
limited to 10 per cent. If I were 
sulted by a friend as to whether he sh 
embark his capital in a new venture 
quiring new machinery and plant, 
faced with all the other initial 
ties, and it was understood that leg: 
tion would be proposed to limit the 
fits or dividends to 10 per cent., I sh 
either shrug my shoulders and walk 
or advise him not to take up sue 
foolish speculation. In my opinio 
limitation of profits and dividends is 
surest way to hamper a ex 
ae 


cai a a very good nie go? 


Mr. JOWETT.—I can only: ‘e 
if ae ESuge take ene Les 


ae Muy) 


pate Pratl Mare hot share thal! 
ane aie with the workmen in the mills? 


Be - Mr. JOWETT.—If the honorable mem- | 


_ ber favours such a step, no doubt he will 
_haye an opportunity at some time or other 

fh an this Parliament of moving to ‘that 
effect, but that is not the proposal before 

us now. We are considering the estab- 
lishment of new mills, involving the pur- 
a _ hase of new machinery and~plant, for 
_ the manufacture of more of our wool than 
_ 4s manufactured at present. It is well 
4 ‘known that during the war the prices 
a charged by the woollen manufacturers to 
their customers were lower than in any 
other part of the world; and this, I take 


7 it, is, at all events, some reply to the 


charge of making undue profits. 
here is another aspect of the question 
which [ think it very important we 
_ should note. No doubt, during the last 
three or four years the people of Aus- 
“tralia have had to pay extortionate and 
pike ‘unjust rates for their clothes. I do not 
propose to go into details now to show 
hea that position has arisen, except to 
say that, as far as [ am aware, there is 
not one ‘tailor in Victoria, at all events, 
who is able to buy his cloth at the mills; 
there is not one mill able to sell its output 
7 \ to the retail tailor. 
 -Mr. Jamus Pacn—The mills say that 
i. they have no cloth for sale. 
- Mr. JOWETT.—The process is that 
ake mills have to sell to the large whole- 
sale houses in Flinders-lane, Melbourne, 
and York-street, Sydney—that is the 
- position into which the industry has 
drifted. By some means or other the 
: original cost of the cloth, after leaving 


Mlbuse aed the ake. is almost lost or 


_ Me. _Ricuarp Fosrrr.—It is “not the 


Bet Mr. JOWETT. Lar am inclined to 
ry? “think. that it is the cloth as well as the 
‘wool. Many cases have been brought 
. under my notice of cloth sold by the 
_ manufacturer at an exceedingly mode- 
: rate price, and yet it is unobtainable by 
_ the retail tailor except at a very greatly 
cm m enhanced price. 
excessive and extortionate prices, which 
See till _ being charged, are due to 


a set of circumstances entirely indepen-_ 


dent of the manufacturing cost of the 


taking undue advantage of their position 


about that; 


indicated, he cannot ae 90. 


een in the multitude of added charges.: 


In my opinion, these 


-orable member for Melbourne Ports, an 
S ee : olen oan ithacctors, - Gm, omens it = 
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fair to charge the manufacturers with He 


during the war. By way of illustration, 
{ wish to show the extreme difficulty o 
the position from the point of view o 
both the wool-grower and of the ultimat 
consumer. At present, raw wool is sell- 
ing at the lowest price known for man 
years—almost at the lowest level—yet, i 
is found that the prices of various articles 
of clothing, instead of decreasing, are 
actually increasing. I do not think the 
manufacturers are ayaa any more for 
their cloth. 
ar, Ringy—There is “an honorable 
understanding.” 
Mr. JOWETT.—I am not prehated to 
say even that; the reason may be one 
quite independent of that suggested, 
Mr. Ricnarp Fostzr.—The manufac- 
turers’ overhead costs have increased 
enormously. Z 
Mr. JOWEFL.—There is no doubt 
so much so that, while the 
manufacturer may be getting his wool 
cheaper, it costs more than it did to turn © 
out the cloth. That, I understand, a 
what the manufacturers say. However, | 
J have been asked by tradesmen mo 
country towns to lay before the Com oo 
mittee some considerations involved in 
this matter; and I think it is only proper — 
that we should be fully advised of the 
facts. One tradesman ina country town 
informs me that for flannels, which last _ 
on cost him 1s. 6d., he is now charged — 
3d. This tradesman does not buy 
ae the manufacturer; as I have already © 
This. ‘same — 
man gives several similar instances, but 
with these I do not propose to’ engage hon- 
orable members. [ am informed, how- 
ever, that ‘there has been a general rise 
in the cost of cloth and flannel, as com- 
pared with last year, although wool is 
now very much lower in price. The ex- 
planation given is that a good deal of 
this cloth is made from wool that was 
bought prior to the 30th June last. 
Mr. Ritey.—Three years ago, pro- 
bably. 4 
Mr. JOWETT.—That may be so. 
Mr. Marrews.—LEven if that were so 
| they ought to average the price, and be 
fair. : 


Mr. JOWETT.—I agree with the hon 


now. that it ‘is Rasy be an the ee 


b Tn Mad 
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~ wool so much cheaper, and in view of the 


fact that, so far as we know, manufac 
turing costs have not increased very ma- 
_terially during the last twelve months, 
the time ought not to be far distant 
when the cost of cloth and flannels to 
‘country drapers and storekeepers should 
be greatly reduced. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—Prices ought 
to be reduced now, because for a long 
time mills have been buying on hand-to- 
mouth methods. 


Mr. JOWETT.—In that case we ought. 


to have cheaper clothing before long. It 
is perfectly clear that we cannot expect 
a revival in the wocl industry, or any 
_ revival in the manufacturing industry, 
until the people of Australia, particu- 
larly those whose incomes are not large, 
are able to obtain clothing at reasonable 
ixprices...  @ 

Mr. Greenn.—We hope to see a good 
many new mills established in country 
districts at an early date. 

Mr. JOWETT.—L hope so, too, There- 
fore, | intend to support the proposals of 
the Government as outlined in this item. 
At present prices for clothing—and this is 
what concerns people particularly—are 
‘preposterous. Apparently there are in 
the trade some people who, if they got 
the cloth for nothing, would not ‘allow 
_ the general public to have clothing at a 
reasonable price. I have in my hand an 
account from a tailor for the making up 
of two suits of clothes for a friend of 
mine, who, in the ordinary course of 
business, obtained elsewhere the suit 
lengths with the object of haying the 
material made up. 

Mr. Marnews.—By a Collins-street 
- firm, I suppose. 

Mr. JOWETT.—No, not by a Collins- 
» street firm. For the making of these 
two suits of clothes the tailor’s account 
amounted to £16, or £8 per suit. 

Mr. Marnews.—Do not forget the 
_trimmings. 

Mr. JOWETT.—I give the trimmings 
in, too. Perhaps my friend’s tailor also 
| prorided the sewing thread. 

- Mr. Forxy.—That firm ought to be 
under Vice-Regal patronage, 

«Mr. JOWETT.—As a matter of fact, 

_ I believe it is. Indeed, I hardly know of 
any firm of standing that is not under 
- Vice-Regal patronage. 

Mr. Matuews.—That would be a fair 
price for a good tailor to charge. 
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how they would be worth any more, 


Mr. JOWETT.—The honorable mi mn 
ber for Melbourne Ports, who, I belies 
knows a good deal about the busir 
declares that £8 per suit would be a 
charge for the making up of mate 
I do not agree with him. 


ade. to a reasonable level, “y 
the result that mills are partially 
all over.the world. Australia is pro- 
bably the one country in the world where 
the woollen manufacturers are fully 
einploved. 1k 
that, as regards Australia, | 
so.) But’ s0'.? tone ai ae people bY 
prepared to pay preposterous prices—I 
note that the honorable member for Mel- 
bourne Ports, referring to the case I have 
just quoted, says the price is fair- 
long will this deplorable state of affairs 
éeantinue This brings me to another 
point. .The other day while walki 
down Collins-street with a friend, I x 
tioned this particular case, pes he ‘sa 
to me, “ Well, I cannot get a suit 
clothes from my tailor for less than £1 
14s.” I then took him to an establ “ih 
ment, not far away where suits of clothes ~ 
dive advertised as made to eelenaae £5 Sau 
It is quite likely that they may not be 
made in the same expensive fashi 
my friend’s suits are, but in the sg 
windows we saw a splendid display of 
ceedingly good tweeds—Australian twer 
I suppose—suits being advertised 
£5 5s., made to order after measure. 
Mr. Marnews.—Those suits never see 
an’ inch-tape. = 
Mr. JOWETT. — There was a very 
fine range of good tweeds. | } 
Mr. Marurws.—I will wager anyones 
you like that suits made at that price a 
never touched by the hand of a jours 
man. tailor. hie 


Mr. Parker Motoney.—I cannotrs 


though I may be a bad judge. 

Mr. JOWETT.—Ii is suggested. by the 
honorable member for Melbourne Ports x 
that these suits, advertised at £5 5s. to 
measure, could not have been made to 
measure or cut in the ordinary fashion 
and sold at that figure. . OE Me SN 


ey ME eas: phen satis you get for 
ain pt os 5s. now are fit only for iron-holders, 
Bis Mr. J OWETT.—The cloth is excellent, 
H oy ghd: it is idle to dover if I may say so, 
that because the suits are sold at £5 5s. 
they cannot be cut and measured in the 
pec nary way. 


Wetting paper. 

— Mr. JOWETT. “NG: 
of good cloth. ' No doubt the honorable 
member will remember reading some evi- 
dence given by a tailor before a Royal 
Commission in Sydney not very long ago. 
This man advertised suits of clothes made 
_ to order for £5 5s. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster. —They would be 
Midas | in a factory. 
Mr, JOWETT.—That may be so. This 
‘man stated in his evidence that he was 
charged only 28s. 6d. for these suits, 
‘which he bought from a manufacturer of 
ready-made suits. I suppose that. they 
were cut up and made up by machinery, 
but they did not cost that tailor more 
ed £1 8s. 6d. per suit. 

Mr. Maruews.—I can ‘assure the hon- 
S Seable member that the tweed must have 
_ been stolen, and that nothing could have 
been paid for the making up of the suits. 
Mr. JOWETT.—I do not believe that 
the tweed was stolen, or that no wages 

were paid for the making up of the suits. 
The makers simply did not demand 
exorbitant profits for the services they 
: tendered. : 3 
Mr. Marsews.—It is a fairy yarn. 


‘ Mr. JOWETT.—It is not. This evi- 
dence was given before the Fair Prices 
eneon in Sydney, as the honorable 
member for South Eyles er Riley) 
ted os bear me out. © 

‘Mr. Ritzey.—That is correct. 
Mr. JOWETT.—I am reminded by 
the honorable member for Corangamite 
(Mr. Gibson) about the information fur- 

nished to those honorable members who 


paid a visit to the Commonwealth Woollen 
Mills at Geelong. We saw’ the wool 


ag 
. _ from which the cloth was made. It. 


was good Australian wool. We saw the 


-eloth in every process of manufacture. | 


It was good cloth. The manager assured 
us that it was sent to the Commonwealth 


‘will undertake to wear it. 


“Mr. Maruews. — ie are s made of 


They are made ment in the price of a suit of clothes. 


advantage. 


‘petitor with - 


-petitor because cotton tweeds are Nie 


posed entirely of wool. 


M Clothing Faetory to be turned into contain cotton. 


civilian | pats of clothes for RCT 


Mr. Jamus Pace—I will fh the Hone a ‘eo 
orable member one of those suits if te 


Mr. J OWETT I reeret that canno 


friend—at least not on the ati 
the moment. I merely mention ie 
facts in order to show that the actu 
cost of the cloth is not the greatest ele 


The colossal difficulty is how to arrive a 
a remedy. My own view is that ‘th 
high prices which so many people are 
willing to pay. are due to ignorance and 
folly on the part of those consumers wh 
will not take the trouble to go from one 
district where high prices are asked into’ 
another district where they can Pay 


I support - the proposed. duties in th 
schedule, but there are one or two article 
now imported which escape high duties 
which ‘are serious competitors with the 
product of our own woollen mills, One 
is cotton tweed. This, I understand, i 
made wholly of cotton, but is got up i 
such a fashion that people buy it under 
the belief that it contains a certai 
amount of wool, It is a serious com~ — 
our own woollen tweeds, 
The very name ‘‘ tweed,’’ when esa 
to cotton goods, is a fraud, » 


Mr. Rronarp Foster.—It is a com- 


by people who cannot afford to ee 
better article. 


Mr. JOWETT.—It is a scinuoneh 
because some people cannot tell the differ 
ence between cotton tweeds and woollen. 
tweeds. Another article is a worsted 
cloth or flannel which contains an ad- 
mixture of cotton, and is bought D y 
people under the ‘belief that it ig com: 


Mr. Marurws.—A small percentage yf 
cotton is not hurtful. : 


Mr. JOWETT.—Possibly; but whe 
woman who is buying flannel for her 
children wants woollen flannel, she ought 
to be able to get it and not a cloth’ mad é 
partly of cotton. Considerable quantitic 
of goods which are imported under the 
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8620 Tariff. 
Mr. JOWETT. — That is another 
poimt, but we are not now dealing with 
goods manufactured in Australia. In 
-eny case, even if some.of the mills in 
Australia use a certain proportion of 
eotton in the manufacture of blankets or 
‘flannels, it is done because they are 
obliged to compete with similar imported 
goods. A higher duty should be placed 
on woollen goods containing cotton in 
order to discourage their importation. 
We cannot expect increased sums” of 
money to be invested m our woollen 
mills, which are engaged in the manu- 
facture of cloth wholly from wool, if 
they are to be ealled upon to compete 
with imported goods which people buy 
under the belief that they are composed 
entirely of wool, but which contain both 
wool and cotton. 

Mr. Ricnarp Fosrrr.—The importer 
‘should be compelled to state on the 
article what it contains. 

Mr. Greene.—Under the Commerce 
Act, a flannel or material of that kind 
must be described. If an article contains 
‘eotton as well as wool, it must bear that 
‘impress on it when it comes into the 
‘country. 

Mr. JOWETT.—Yes; but what steps 
are taken to insure that ‘the nature of the 
goods is stamped on the article when the 
housewife buys it? 

Mr. Greene. 
mot the -constituti onal power to control 
that, but it is within the purview of the 
States. 

. Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—The States can 
do it? 

Mr. Fotry.—They are doing it. 

Mr. JOWETT.—Is it impossible for 
the Commonwealth to protect the woman 
who goes to buy cloth made of wool to 
be made into clothes for her children? The 
‘sale of woollen goods adulterated with cot- 
‘ton in such a way as to lead the purchaser 
to believe that the article is pure wool 
amounts to fraud, for I say unhesitat- 
angly that usually no man or woman 
willingly buys flannel or worsted goods 
in the knowledge that they contain cotton. 

Mr. Grernr.—There are some well 
known mixtures af wool and cotton, such 
as Vyella. 

Mr. JOWETT.—One person in ten may 
know that the article she is buying. is 
artly wool and-partly cotton, but in re- 

rd ‘to. the bull of cotton mixtures, I 
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believe the pebtae: are howe mp 
upon them a mild fraud. I would have 
preferred a proposal to place a higher 
duty on worsted goods, and all other: 
containing cotton, than is imposed _ on 
purely woollen goods. 2 
Mr, Riowarp Fostsr—What are the 
‘unfortunate people to do who cannoh buy | 
woollen goods? eae 
Mr. JOWETT.—The uttonianeee peo- 
ple are those who are defrauded into 
buying something that is not all wool, 
and they ought to be : protected. vig 
Mr. RILEY (South Syinca [4. 92] 
was pleased to hear the last two speakers 
say that they are anxious to protect the 
manufacturers, but I heard-not a word 
from them about the protection of the — 
public. Factories for the manufacture of © 
woollen goods have been established in the 
Commonwealth, but of what advantage 
to the people were they during the war? 
They were of no help to the country at 
all, because they regulated the price of 
their goods according to the price of th 
imported article. If imported cloth eost 
30s. or 35s. per’ yard, the price of the 
locally made article was raised to the 
same figure, There was no competition — 
between the manufacturers, and the fact 
of having these industries in our midst 
did not help to keep prices down. Wi 
have been told that some of the factories 
worked three shifts during the war; if so 
‘they were trebling their turnover and pro- 
fits, and could afford to be generous by 
reducing the price to the consumer. TI 
answer to a question I asked during th 
war, I was told that the highest price 
received by the Commonwealth Woollen 
Mills at Geelong for best navy-blue serge 
was 6s. 6d. per yard. That factory is 
operated under model conditions; it pays 
the highest prices for its wool, and the 
highest wages for its labour. Yet of the 
three prices of material given to me in 
a ih to my question, the Mees was 
8 
Mr. Marurews.—The honorable. mem- 
ber makes me smile. 
Mr. Lisrrr.—The cloths quoted in the 
reply to the honorable member were, not ak 
the best made by the factory. pe 
Mr. RILEY.—My question related ito 
the best cloths, and the prices I received 


‘varied from, 1 think, 5s. ‘6d. to 6s. 6d. 


I understand ‘that ‘the lowest. ena 
at which cloth could be purchased rams 


c than - 3 ad for ihe 
t Pea the eae carne Mill at 


Aaa Were. we. not told fer 


eelong mill was. Npendaeing at, 4s. 


rd? 


RILEY —At any: rate, “the Gact! Vs 


long mill was making a profit at: halt the 
pr e which the. private manufacturers 


Kore 


“ 


ustries established in the Oommon- 
A ealth; but what protection has the con-. 
ine to. manipulate prices? I would be. 
prepared to give local industry every en- 
eouragement if we could make some law ° 
provide that when manufacturers, in 
roe raise the price of an article, 


ivod in order to allow cain com- 
tition to a ee the manu-— 


hall be, nantes our ie ae : 
gard to the interests of only one sec-' 


jon of the community. I do not care. 
what duty i is imposed; so long as the local . 
: onsumer gets a fair deal; but. as the 


) lian fauna no eaten pee 
rs in other countries had to pay high 
for their raw wool, high freights, 

igh wages, whilst the local manu- 

er had to pay no freights, received 

‘at a reasonable price, and had 

ontend with any considerable in- 

in wages. But, on account of the 


n which they treated the public, T- 


lost a good deal of my faith in them. 
they say that they cannot sell their 
ets except through — Flinders-lane 
ox ork-street, they disclose a lack. of 
izing capacity. 


with the wholesalers. If a person — 


. : fies to a mill for two or three lengths , 
hale for suits, ne is referred to Fin 


- charging. I am anxious to see in- 


imer ae the manufacturers are to com- | 


| rie 


I believe the he 
anation is that they are in combina- 


arcades onde iy feet, 
derive any advantage? 


; Government are. -prepared to introd e 


‘Bill which will give this Parliament s 
control over prices of goods protected 
the Tariff, we shall not be justified 
imposing high’ duties. I represen 
working-class constituency, in which the | 
people cannot afford to pay eight g ineas. 
for a suit. of sont! 


turers, aud even now foe cannot 


clothes haciag of rae high eis Bee, 


so any have made’ 100 per cent. ie 0: 
‘This fo pais will a do a du 


Gar anent ‘will bring 
-theasure which will enable us ‘to! i 


it+m the event of a Bisa tt to 


up prices. 


Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [4.42]- 
am uot surprised .that the honorab 
member for Kooyong (Sir Robert B st 
should ask for high duties on all imports 
but [ caren} Mp nie with some of th 


manufacturers had had a bad time. 
a.matter of fact, that is not so. 


attention to the rigid Government 


trol that was then applied to. their 
dustry, but that control did not affect 


production. of woollen manufactures 


sale to civilians. It applied only to the 
Biche for ee purposes, a d hy 


i ititued shihin the Pape 


“not Australian consumers have be 
On: that account? 


If with up-to-d 
~ machinery and wool at a very ae 
ae Soa eat could not 2 


°6 22 Lorie, 
anything is to be gained i) a high Tariff 
on woollens, and whether it will not 
result in the people of Australia having 
to pay high prices for clothing. I know 
of a draper in Perth who bought flannel 
in New Zealand at 18s. and sold it to a 
man in Sydney for 22s., by whom it was 
sold to a Melbourne firm for 28s. before 
it had left New Zealand. <A high Tariff 
could not prevent dealings of that kind, 
which increase the price of clothing. 
Only 23 per cent. of our wool is manu- 
factured in Australia, and I would like 
to see more manufactured here; but Aus- 
tralian manufacturers should ane fair 
terms to the Australian users of woollens. 
If the establishment of woollen mills 
here is to mean only the making of a few 
millionaires at the expense of the general 
community, I say that we shall gain 
little or nothing from it. 
Mr. McGrarn.—Cannot we deal with 
millionaires here better than abroad? 
The men belonging to your party, of 
eourse, would not deal with them. 

Mr, FOLEY.—Interference to prevent 
‘imposition upon the public is as likely 
to come from me as from the honorable 
member. I have never lost an oppor- 
tunity to do what I could in the interests 
of the community at large, and when the 
occasion arises my honorable friend will 


find that he is not the only one fighting. 


for the people. 
Mr. McGraru.—The flag would be 
waved and you would drop down. 


Mr. FOLEY.—The flag that was 
waved when I was elected is the best flag 
that has been flown in Australia, 

Mr. McGrarn.—You got in on the 
flay. 
_ Mr. FOLEY.—I am proud of my con- 
nexion with the fiag. J would sooner be 
associated with it hanowith the red flag. 
The honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett) said that our manufac- 
turers were at a disadvantage when com- 
pared with those of other countries, be- 
cause the latter used a certain quantity 
of cotton with their woollen goods; but 
a little later he told us that ‘Australian 
manufacturers also used cotton, and that 
they did this because their competitors 
abroad did it. If it is wrong to 
_adulterate woollen goods, itisas wrong for 
Australian manufacturers as for British 
manufacturers to do it; but there is no- 
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thing in the Tariff to ae | it 
being done. Some of the State laws 
quire the quality or contents: to | 
marked ‘on all articles exposed for sale 
Such laws prevail in Western Austral 
New South Wales, and; to some extent 
in Queensland, and the sooner they be 
come general throughout Australia t 
better. I hold the view that there is no _ 
reason for increasing the duties — 
woollens. A suit of clothes such as in 
1914 a working man paid £5 10s. ror 
Mr. Maruzews.—£3 10s, | ! 
Mr. FOLEY.—Very few working m 
in Western Australia paid less than £ 
or £5 10s., and for suits of the same ma 
terial they would to-day pay £11 or £1 
That is not right. The present hig 
prices will not be reduced by the im 
tion of a high Tariff. I know of no ar; 
ment to support the raising of duties on 
woollens. If our factories are working 
to their fullest capacity, as they were 
doing during the war, the profits must 
be ample, and I do not. see why Austra. 
lian-made cloth should not be sent to 
Great Britain for sale. The present con- 
ditions should induce British | wooll 
manufacturers to establish mills he 
The rates of wages have greatly increased 
in Britain since the war, and now do no 
differ much from those ‘paid here.) 48 
Mr. Maruews.—I do not think tha 
the employees are paid less in Gre 
Britain than in Australia. | : 
Mr. FOLEY.—That being. so, \ahoat 
not our manufacturers increase th 
plants, and do.all they can to aes, 
ly seneee for export? 
Maturews.—There are other fact 
to Ae taken into account. Gee 
Mr. FOLEY.—I am for keeping out 
foreign-made goods; but we have had an 
object-lesson during the past three years 
at least. Japan was sending stuff here. 
She had the greatest chance in the 
world of dumping her products upon Aus- 
tralia, but she has “missed the *bus: 
upon every occasion. Everbody knows 
that the manufactured goods which com > 
from Japan can absolutely be torn © 
threads. After Japanese cotton good 
have undergone a single washing one i 
able to see through them. I have no 
doubt that there has been profiteering in 
woollen goods. I do not care whether 
it has been our manufacturers or our dis- 
tributors who have been guilty of this — 
practice, but certainly the people of Aus- — 
tralia have not been eng ms vod 


A Bath ihe, United ineiea att he a 


st mitted at a lower rate of duty tha 


matter of woollen goods. he 


ie 


Every honorable member will appreciate | 


a ae 


_ the need which exists for building up an 
ndustry like the woollen industry. It 


ig an industry which ought to be estab- 
lished in our midst. 
‘material in abeadaten plenty of labour 
is available, and there is no reason why 
we should not establish a big woollen in- 
dustry here. Indeed, I am satisfied that 


f it be established upon right lines we 


all become very big exporters of 

oollen goods. But the industry will 

t be built up by spoon-feeding. It 

st be established’ aaah “2. ., sound and 
olid basis. 


‘to (build it: up if, we do not t spoon-feed or 


4 hovel- feed aly 


or 300. per cent! 1 more than a were in 
‘pre-war. days. With the natural protec- 
tion which our manufacturers enjoy, and 

eeing that the wages now being paid in 


the Old Country are pretty well equal | 
to those which are as ae 1D Aus- 


tralia—- — 


c ae: GREGORY. cigs: are not getting 


woollen goods from Japan. I am pre- 


to. give our manufacturers a mar-— 


| in of 15 or 20 per cent. in excess of the — 
uty le vied upon goods from the Old 


Metin Coe aaaal tops are 


2 manufactured in a) ie from Aus- 


alian wool. 


Mr. . GREGORY. —But the i) apanese 


ve nov sent them here. ‘ 
. Austin: CuarMan —They will do 


) M : GREGORY. oy Raps that later 
es have a discussion, as to whether 


ae here proposed. 
i he ee ie ck oc nckent will | 
Bh a Bila until the consumer has been pro- 


ected from further exploitation in the. ? 
: it, per cent. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [4. eee |e 


- We have the raw 


Consequently I move: 


That after “30 per cent.” in sub- item (e 
the following words be inserted:—“< And on ._ 
and after 26th May, 1921, ad. val. British, Ba 


ta 


carrying his eet 


Mr. GREGORY.—I do rit a 


In this connexion : ie ce 
aN 


oo 
be ontied here—that an sedis deep 
could not get the goods he Miles eee 


turer. 
well, I quoted a portion of that letter 
ay general remarks upon the T ae 


Mr. Austin Cuarpman.—Does the ‘hot 
orable member say that we cannot manu 
facture suflicient blankets ) 
requirements ? 

Mr. GREGORY.—Yes; 
awful position. 

Mr. Austin Coarpman.—How shall w 
overcome it? z 

Mr. GREGORY The following is a 
extract from a letter from the Chamber 
Commerce in Sydney to the Minister ‘Ope 
this subject :— ve 
| Prior to the war, 


that — is the 


lian niahiiactares at Sbuat 13s. 6d. per 
delivered. The lowest grade English double 
bed blankets could, at the same vee aa 


‘cotton rags. 


Mr, GREGORY.—The ‘ine 


-tinues— eae 


But these were very rough, and. so ob rio 
inferior to the local article that. the Aus 


a. Eescale of Sees in excess of one+ 
weak or one-fifth of their orders.. It 
Say # 

"The second phase is that. local sioaatean mant- 
tare have informed the wholesale and re- 
‘tail traders of Australia that they will not 
receive more ‘than one-fifth or one-fourth of 
their. orders. A low-grade English blanket 
eosts, at present, 37s. 6d. per pair at the mills. 
With a 25 per cent. duty these could not be 
Janded under about 52s. 6d. and 638. respec- 
‘tively. The duty is about 1ls..inm the one case, 
and 13s. in the other. It will be seen, there- 
fore, that, though the rate of duty is. un- 
ehanged, the amount collected will be from 
five to six times the pre-war figures. 


Wa Ricssnn Fosrmn—The blankets 
one can purchase to-day are dearer than 
those. quoted by the honorable member. 

Mr. GREGORY.—Can the honorable 
member: give me any reason why they 
should be dearer? It is not the cost of 
wool. 

Mr. Ricwarp Fosrur.—They should not 
be. dearer. 

“Mr. GREGORY.—I have been trying 
ae a little while to obtain the figures 
which were quoted by Senator Russell in 
answer to questions which were put to 
him regarding the cost. of woollen goods, 
Before this debate closes, I hope that I 
shall be in possession of those figures, so 
that I may be able to show what was the 
cost of the Government-manufactured 
article. Honorable members will then see 
how the Australian manufacturer took 
every advantage of the abnormal condi- 
tions which prevailed during the war 
period. 

“Mr. Lazzartn1t—Did not the British 
manufacturer do Hkewise? 

Mr. GREGORY.—But the British 
manufacturer had to pay an enormous 
price for his wool as compared with the 
Australian manufacturer. When ° we 
entered into an agreement with the Old 
Country for the sale of our wool, it. was 
stipulated that our manufacturers should 
get their wool at the appraised price. In 
England, however, our wool was sold at 
200 and 300 per ‘cent., and in some in- 
stances at 400 per cent. , in excess of the 
appraised price. I am not endeavouring to 
build up a case for the British manufae- 
turer, but I desire to give him a fair deal, 
If; in addition to the natural protection 
which our manufacturers enjoy, we grant 
them a protection of 25 per cent., we shall 
be doing something to conserve the welfare 
ef our own manufacturers. A blanket 


| aa 


% 


which eost 15s, 6d, before dia eal 
not to cost more than 22s. 6d. or 238-t 
day. A similar remark is applicable 
flannels. In this: connexion I desire t 
quote the letter to which I previo 
alluded, and which was published in ee 
Argus some time ago. The writer was, of ‘ 
‘course, dealing only with the cheaper clas 
of flannels. : 

Mr, Marnews.—The honorable membe 
knows that at that time there was a short 
age of blankets caused by the Governme 
ordering the manufacture of flannels. 

Mr. Gremnz.—The position which is 
out in that letter is not the to whicl 
obtains to-day. 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am not afte 
that it is. My contention is that the r 
quirements of our own people should be 
our first consideration. When the Min 
ister knew that it was absolutely impos- 
sible to insure an adequate supply 
blankets to eur people, and when t 
cheaper class of flannels were urgently 
required by them, he made no effort’ tc 
supply their needs. It is true that he — 
has not increased the duty upon woollen 
goods coming from the United Kingdom 
lovied under the 1914 Tariff, but up 
many other lines he has increased the ec 
of living to the people. Unless we reduce 
the cost of living, how shall we get bac 
to normal conditions, when many person 
who are now unemployed were employ} 
in the mining, pastoral, agri ‘cultural, 
other industries? 


Mr. Marnews.—It is not by way 
the imposition of duty that we can hope 
to reduce.the cost of living, but by attaek- 
ing high profits. 

Mr. ee: ~— ‘The: 


L. do. ie strive for the a up 
individuality among the people. 


Mr. Lazzarint. —There is 


world be day. Everything is conta 
by combines and understandings. 

Mr. GREGORY.—The wider we oper 
the door the more we induce competition. 
I do not, believe there is an honorable ‘ 


etna lias s, preheater Lhe 

“Morgan mines have closed down. 
1918 that industry turned out more than 
~ £1,000,000 worth of copper and gold. 
nue The Mount Cuthbert mines also have 
 @losed. They, too, during one year pro- 
duced more than £1,000,000 worth of 
_ metal, These preat mines employed 
more than 10,000 people. I think 
hat: IT am making a reasonable com- 
| Ptiaton when J say that every one 
of those employees carried at least five 
other people on his back. The Mount 
: | yell mines have also ceased activity. 
With the shutting down.of these great 
_ producing sources it follows that business 
‘people involved must be either ruined 
‘or compelled to remove elsewhere. More- 
“over, our railways are made unprofitable ; 
and if, owing to the cessation of great 
sroducing activities; railway revenue 
alls away, how can the Governments con- 
cerned continue to pay employees rea- 
Reinable wages to meet the high cost of 
ee When this Parliament makes 
its contribution to the maintenance and 
-Ynerease of the cost of living by means 


tralia’s “wretched. condition. Labour has 
its rights; and JI, for one, would 
strenuously fight for ‘the maintenance of 
those righty. But if lower wages must 
mow be accepted by labour—as I believe 
they must be—we must do our part by 
whatever means are possible in reducing 
the high cost of living as it bears upon 
labour. The only way is to bring about 
more competition. We must endeavour 
to destroy combines and _ honorable 
understandings, whether they be among 
manufacturers or merchants. It is pre- 
, posterous, for instance, that a pair of 
- boots costing 12s. or 13s. in the factory 
- thould cost a buyer 30s. in the shop. 
_ That is due to want of competition. 

_» Afr. Lazzarrnt. -—Are there not enough 
boot manufacturers in Australia? Is 
“there not a glut of boots on the market? 


Reh to be exporting boots all over the 


next to nothing. ~ 


_ following letter which was recently pub- — 


ee ewer Yona ‘wools 


Sam nanmeaiee of | 


Wr. GREGORY. — Australia surely , 


Pe varcxld. Hides may be purchased now for. 
e ‘Honorable members 
opposite will, perhaps, appreciate the - 


Mount 
Be cy 


_ able to supply men’s flannel undershirts, 


of the Tariff, we merely accentuate Aus- - 


lished in the Argus. ‘The writer says— c 
: aa N otwithstanding the glut of wool, and aes 


Is. 8d. i 2s. “6d. a ae ables ai ies ee 
prices, and tweeds suitable for every-day wea 
These are not imported goods, but goods ~ 
have for years past been successfully made in 
large quantities by Australian mills. Win 
is now approaching, and no supplies are to b 
obtaimed, and people everywhere are askin 
“What is the reason?” . During the war, an 
since its conclusion, supplies were unavoidab. 


eat use, but up till the best none seems 
to be available, nor (ag far as can be asce 
tained) are likely tobe. Is there any reast 
for this continued’ scarcity, and, if so, what 
the reason? I.am to-day in receipt of a le 
from a leading Melbourne warehouse, whi 
enclose as proof of the correctness of my 
statement. informing me (in response to 
order for these goods) that they are still un- 


natural flannels by the yard, adding tha 
“flannels are unprocurable in Melbourne.” wk 
is safe to say that thousands of working men 
in Victoria alone will want flannel shirts. th 
winter. 


‘Mr. Matuews.—Does the honorable 
member believe that the Argus gives £ 
“damn” whether the working man has 
a flannel shirt this winter or not? 

Mr. GREGORY.—When I notice the 
way in which some honorable member 
opposite cast their votes upon question 
of this kind, I wonder whether they eare 
at all about the poor working man 
However, I am not quoting the “Argus 
but a letter which appeared in — 
columns; and J would not be quot 
it but that, all the information which 
have obtained goes to bear out the state- 
ments of the writer. He continues— 


And hundreds of shops are in the same posi- 
‘tion as ourselves, not having a yard of low 
or medium priced flannel in stock for the 
eustomers. Further, there are practically nec 
stocks of moderately- priced men’s ready-mad 
suits, in either the wholesale or retail trade 
and, as I am given to understand, Rails 


available to fake ‘them with. 
What is the reason?” 
now when ample supplies should be fortheom 
‘ing. As further proof of scarcity, I enclost 
advertisements from leading retailers (whi 
are typical of many others) , showing that 
their lowest quoted lines are:—-Flannels, 2s, _ 
‘T1d. yard; 14 (or double- bed) case tS 
Nite pair. 3 


sesnel omeuetiae from the Vi ‘ohne 
Chenier of Manufactures. _ That. bod: 


8626 Tariff. 
“there be an increase of 6d. per yard, plus 
60 per cent. Honorable members are 
here to see a reasonable thing done by 
the Australian manufacturer, but it is 
our duty also to safeguard the interests 
‘of the people. Personally, I would not 
stand for any such proposal as this. 
‘Where there are high rates of duty, the 
_ people have to pay, and they have to 
pay twofold. The difference between the 
- amount paid in 1913 and the sum which 
‘the public had to pay for the same goods 


in 1920, owing tv increased duties, 
aggregates £127,000. In 1919-20 the 
Commonwealth authorities collected 


£1,103,000 in duty upon woollens alone. 

But before those goods could get to the 
people their prices were increased by 50 
to 60 per cent. Without doubt, the Aus- 
tralian manufacturer has taken fullest 
advantage of the world’s market condi- 
tions. 


Mr. Consipinze.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) stated 
that the Australian manufacturer of 
woollen materials was not responsible for 
the high prices charged to the public. 
It must be the man in between. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Even that journal 
which has been doing so much in advo- 
cacy of prohibition, namely, the Zndus- 
trial Australian, showed that the woollen 
mills of Australia had made a_ profit 
amounting to more than the equal of the 


whole of their capital in less than three _ 


years. Was that not abnormal? It de- 
monstrates that these people have taken 
full, and, indeed, undue, advantage of 
the opportunities afforded by the condi- 
tion of the world’s markets. 


Mr. Lazzarint.—What did the Coats 

people ‘‘rake off’? from the people of 

Australia, and from all over the world, 
during the war? 

Mr. GREGORY.—Their profits were 
enormous—terrible, in fact. The Im- 
perial Government should have forced 
them to disgorge. There should have 
been special legislation passed to meet 
such circumstances. Thé country would 
have been justified in demanding that 
every penny of those abnormal war-time 
profits should be sequestrated to the 
Crown. I would make it a criminal 
offence for commercial combines to. fix 
the price of any commodity. 


Mr. Marurews—If the Australian 


woollen manufacturers make excessive 


profits we can tax them here, but we can- 


= gt PA. 
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not deal with such firms as J. and . 
Coats. as 
Mr. GREGORY.—I quite understa: 
that. The honorable member does not 
advocate high duties for the purpose of 
placing money in the hands of those 
controlling these industries, but with the 
idea of improving the conditions of those 
engaged in similar undertakings in Aus- 
tralia. The honorable member who has — 
just interjected believes that in assisting 
to encourage local industries he is im- 
proving the conditions of the workers in 
Australia. ae 
Mr. Marnews.—That ‘is so. ee 
Mr. GREGORY.—Does the honorable 
member believe that by imposing hig 
duties the working people of Australi 
have received any benefits? Within ¢ 
last two or three days at a conference 
the Labour party—I think it was in~ 
Sydney—one of the leading members of 
the party said that the working people 
were no better off, although they are 
receiving higher wages, than they were 
before the war. Mei 
Mr. Marnews.—The honorable mem: 
ber cannot judge the whole party by the 
expression of some crank. ee 
Mr. GREGORY.=No. But it shows 
that there are members of the party to 
which the honorable’ member belongs 
who believe that the wage-earners are 
no better off to-day than they were five 
or six years ago. The position in Aus 
tralia is exactly the same as it is in other — 
countries. I have in my possession ¢ 
statement made by a Canadian manufae. 
turer during the war period, who said 
that his factory was not built for the 
honour and glory of God; but for the 
purpose of .making profit for the share 
holders. The Canadian Council 6 
Agriculture states— s 
The twenty-six cotton mills in Canada pa 
less to their employees than the woollen mil 
but they get more in return in the form 
profits. It has already been shown, from ¢ 
evidence submitted at Ottawa, last year, tha 
the. Dominion Textile Company actually re 
ized 310 per cent. profits on its capital in t 
year 1918. The returns to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics show that 25.8 per cent. — 
profit was earned in 1918 upon the capital 
of the entire Canadian cotton industry, The 
Canadian cotton manufacturer is not only 


grinding these profits out of a poorly paid lot 
of employees, but also;out of every man, 


% 


woman, and child throughout the Dominion 


who enters a shop to buy some sort of cotton 
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Pacat A enjoys “Tariff” protection on his 
manufactured product to the extent of 25 to 
ie | 824 p er cent.; and, in addition, may import his 
a raw taeponale such as raw cotton, dyes, &c., 
free. In the fiscal year 1918-19 some 
112,000,000 lbs. of raw cotton, valued at 
$34, 000, 000 entered Canada free of duty. In 
this way twenty-six cotton plants in Canada 
reap the benefit of both Free Trade and 
Protection, and in doing so, pay as little as 
. possible to labour, and extract ag much as 
possible in the form of profits. 


Mr. Ricwarp Foster.—By whom was 
that written? | 
Mr. GREGORY. The statement was 
issued by the Canadian Council of Agri- 
culture. The following is most 
proren, and applies more particularly 
to this Parliament :— 


For forty years Canada has had govern- 
ment by a class, the class, namely, that was 
interested in factories. The factory was 
their only idea. So long as that was left 
intact they were willing to surrender all else, 
and pay any blackmail to farmers and 
‘labour alike. They lost ali political prin- 
ciples, and missed the very aim of life. One 
of themselves spoke the truth in the sordid 
‘expression, ‘‘A factory is not run for the 
ery of God.” Neither did he know how 
true a thing he said nor how submersive it 
ar _ was. 


at believe that in many instances honor- 
able members have been very much im- 
pressed by the statements made by the 
Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
_ Greene) who, in collecting his facts, has to 
depend to a large extent on the assistance 
of his officers. a have no desire to reflect 
: 2 ‘on the Minister for having made a state- 
- ment which, on the evidence submitted, 
has been’ shown to be incorrect, but he 
~ took me to task when I made a statement 
concerning the first Tariff schedule which 
_I had before me, and rightly so, because 
I was slightly in error. Honorable 
members will recollect that when the 
_ Minister was introducing the Tariff he 
pointed out that Free “Trade England 
_ allowed certain portions of her trade to 
drift to other countries, and that many 
men were beneath the sod to-day because 
of that fact. He went on to say— 

The manufacture of cardigan jackets and 
ig other knitted woollen woods is a case in 


_ point. ‘These garments were sorely needed by 
_ the troops in the first bitter winter in France, 


to pneumonia. 


- jackets, but she had not. got, 
did not Sa a the ‘knitting 1 
machines. 4 i 


ae 


ee eral honorable aaniae: 


‘directed to inform you that exhaustive _ 


im-. 


‘from the War Office. 


ferring to the position in Eng Ss an 


when they went down in hundreds of thousands — 
England had the wool .and | 
_ the machinery for the manufacture of cardigan — 


‘since 1914. 


and for a time as 
as we 


I hae he 
fore me a copy of a letter from Colonel 
H. ©. Fernyhough, for Director of 


Equipment and Ordnance Stores, War 


Office, dated 28th July, 1920, in which 
he says— 

With reference to Board of. Trade letter 
No. I.M. 2189 of the 22nd ultimo, I am 


quiries have been made respecting the state- 
ment which accompanied your letter, — 
probable that the trade were largely de 
pendant on Germany for the supply of hosiery 
needles before the: war, but no difficulties were 
experienced in obtaining supplies of cardigan 
jackets from the trade, and, as will be seen 
from the attached statement, no delay took 


place in meeting demands from France during 


the early part of the winter 1914. During the 
period Ist August, 1914, to 3lst March, 1915, 
contracts were placed for over 3,000, 000 car- 
digan jackets, and the whole of this quantity 
was duly delivered to time, with but very 
few exceptions. Be 


Mr. Maruews.—That is one man’s. 
statement, which may be contradicted by 
another. | 


Mr. GREGORY.—That is a statomen 


Mr. Greenze.—I will give the howe 
able member my authority for my state- 
ment. 

Mr. GREGORY.—The Minister gave 
us to understand that men were lying. 
beneath the sod because knitting needle 
were not available, and that, of course 
would impress some honorable members 
but it would not have much weight with 
those who gave the matter careful con 
sideration. I was anxious to quote tha 
letter to prove that the Minister ow: 
wrongly advised. 

Mr. Ricwarp Fosrer.—I am noe 60 
sure about that. We could not get then 
at any price. 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am_ not dealin 
with the position in Australia. I am re 


so was the Minister. 
Mr, Ricuarv Fosrer.—There is no : 
erease upon the former British preferen 
tial duty. 
‘Mr. GREGORY. —There has been a 
increase since Parliament last dealt wit 
the Tariff, - 
Mr. Greenz.—lIt has been 30 per ca: 


aah ‘GREGORY. —I am rae to. 
the increase in Ee since e the House last 


wet 
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dealt with the Tariff. Parliament was 
not consulted in 1914, and in dealing 
with increased rates of duty we have to 
compare the existing rates with those im- 
posed by Parliament, and not by the 
Minister. [I am quite aware that a short 
validating Act was passed by Parlia- 
ment, but the individual increases were 
not before honorable members. The rea- 
sons for any decreases or increases which 
have been made since 1911 should be fully 
explained to honorable members; but, up 
to the present, no such information has 
been given by the Minister. ~We have 
always been under the impression that 
as industries were established, and we be- 
came self-supporting, the duties would de- 
erease; but such has not been the case. 

Sir Josepx Coox.—Does not the hon- 
orable member realize that if we reduce 
our Customs duties, the revenue will 
suffer, 

Mr. GREGORY.—That is not so. The 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) knows that 
if the duties are too high he will not get 
any revenue at all from this source, and 


that the abnormal conditions which pre- 


vail to-day are not likely to continue for 
any time. We are likely to receive an 
enormous revenue from Customs duties 
this year; but I do not think the Trea- 
surer is foolish enough to deny that next 
year’s revenue from Customs will be 25 
per cent. or 30 per cent. lower than it is 
this year, because, with the imposition 
of heavy Customs duties, and reduced 
primary production, it will be impos- 
sible for the people to purchase to the 
same extent. 


Sir Josurn Goo —The honorable 
member should cheer up; we have had a 
good rain. 


Mr. GREGORY.—The interjection re- 
minds me that without the increase of our 
primary productions, and the revenue 
from them all, any discussion we may 
have about the puilding up of Australian 
industries is absolutely useless, I would 
do nothing to injure Australian indus- 
tries, but I want to see fair conditions for 
the people of this country, and at the 
same time to give some ‘help to the 
Motherland. - 

Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [5.41].—The 
debate on this item is an echo, though a 
very faint one, of some of the homeric 
struggles we have had in this House in 
the past over the same item. I do not 
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tecting this and other Australian indu 


Tariff. 


know. Ens interest in the Tarif Jule 
declined, but it has seemed to me that 
hear ane less on both sides of Tar 
questions than we used to do when Tari 
were under consideration in this Hox 
in years gone by. It may be that we ha 
all become such eonvinced Protectioni 
that there is now only one side to any 
Tariff question. It may be that the” 
Government are in such an impregnable 
position that a few honorable members © 
like myself feel that it is quite futile to — 
attempt even to criticise them. However, 
on this particular item I believe it is the 
duty of honorable members who represent 
large sections of middle and working-class 
people to make some protest against what 
appears to me to be a quite unreasonable’ 
increase of duty. The manufacture of 
woollen fabrics from Australian wool is 
one which we all desire to see developed. 
For many years past, I have heard of, 
only one method by which it can be de- 
veloped, and that is by imposing Customs 
duties on imported articles that come into 
competition with the products of local 
factories. I am afraid that the stimulus 
given to the local industry in that way 
has not been very effective up to date. If 
we make the Tariff wall too high, instead 
of stimulating Australian production w 
shall create such an artificial and _ 
natural atmosphere for it that it 
languish rather than increase in streng 
We heard in past years a great many 
arguments, put sometimes with a. good 
deal of force, as to the necessity for pr 


tries against the sweated and pauperized — 
labour of Great \ Britain. That was 
always a very strong argument in the 
mouths of extreme Protectionists in the  —_ 
old days, when Tariffs were under dis- ; 
cussion. They pointed triumphantly to 
the low wages paid in Great Britain and 
the long hours of labour there. They 
contrasted these with Australian condi 
tions, and showed to their own satisfac- 
tion that Australia needed Protection on 
that account. That argument has gone 
by the board. The workers in Great 
Britain are to-day obtaining as ee : 
wages and working as short hours as are 

workers in Australia, in this industry in 
particular. Now that that argument has 

disappeared, the industrious © propa- 

gandists who are able to produce a book — 

like that before me, which ig Romy: on 


the outside The. Australian .Toriff to me that those industries in Australia” 
Handbook, but which on the inside gives’ that have best succeeded*in the past are — 
a list of industries that need Protection, those that have had the least measure of 
‘have been deprived of their strong argu- Protection. So it-will undoubtedly be, so 
“ment relating to the sweated and long as Australia. remains free and in- 
pauperized labour. of Great Britain, and dependent. Me 
are compelled to turn to a remoter part The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN nay 
of the world to discover a reason why the (Mr. Atkinson).—-I remind the honorable © 
; duty on these goods should be raised still member that sub-item r is before the 
_ higher, they have discovered that there Committee. 
~~ is danger to this industry from Japan. I Mr. FOWLER.—I am keeping a great 
’ swppose that by-and-bye, when in the deal more closely to the question than did 
‘s course of events that danger no longer some of the speakers who preceded me; 
exists, these industrious people will have but, coming directly to the subject of dis- 
*~ to travel still further, perhaps to the planet . cussion, | want to remind the Committee — 
| ‘Mars, in order to fortify Australian that, as a part of the work done by the © 


» ledge of Tariff matters. 


bith 5 Rye,” 
f Mig ihe bey fy Marit 


eet _ ‘Tariff. 


ry 


Tariff. 


Protection of those menaces which have 


played such an important part in scaring 
these people of Australia. 


Mr. Consrprivn.—We shall have wiped 


- out both Protection and Free Trade by 


that time. 
Mr: FOWLER.—I hope before I sit 


down to make a suggestion which, if 


adopted, should wipe out one of the worst 
evils at present existing, J think I may’ 
claim to have a fairly extensive know- 
I was a member 
of a Royal Commission appointed in 1904 


to ‘go into the whole question of re 
arranging the Tariff for Australia. 
_ work of that Commission continued until 


The 
1907. It took the members of the Com- 


~. mission all over Australia; witnesses. of 


; 2. tes iat 


investigations. 


gtand against any competition. 


every kind and class were examined at 
considerable length; and the Commission 
reported to Parliament the result of its 
There was a difference 
‘of opinion on the Commission. I can 
claim that I represented that body of 
opinion in Australia, stronger then than 
now, which regarded the interests of the 
consumers. as of some little importance. 
I was prepared to recognis’. the neces- 
sity of protecting Australian industries 


against anything and everything in the\ 


nature of unfair competition from the 
outside world. f still maintain that atti- 
tude. If I can discover that there is 
unfair competition from the outside 
world against any Australian industry, 
that industry will have my protection. 
But beyond that, L want to say at once, 
J am- not prepared to go. I believe that 
Australian ‘brains, muscle, and energy: 
are equal to the ‘best in the world. I 
believe that, given a fair deal, they can 
Tt seems. 
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roi 


Tariff Commission, there is a volume be- 


Yore me giving reports and» recommenda- 


tions signed by four members of the Com- 


TL look ap © 


raission, of whom I. was one. 
the volume with mingled feelings of pride 
and regret, because I happen to have 
written most of it myself. I was nearly 
killed in the process; 


and if I had had 


the least idea that it was going to receive : 


so little consideration as it did in subse- 
quent years, | am not sure that I would 


have sweated my brains very much over’ 
it. In this volume there are some obser- 
vations on Tariff matters that are still 
of some little interest. 
vations has reference to the woollen in- 


One of the obser- 


dustry, and to the so-called competition 


that it had to meet at that particular time ' 


from Great Britain. With other mem- 
bers of the Commission I went into the 


question of the cost of sending our wool 


to Great Britain and bringing it back 
here in the manufactured form. We 


found that in those days the cost of 


shipping our wool to Great Britain, the: 


handling of it at the ports, putting it on 


the railroads, the cost of railage to 


the factories in England, the cost 
of sending it back to Australia in - 
the manufactured form, < with ~ all 


charges for insurance, commission, and 


everything else, represented a natural 
protection of about 25 per cent. for 
the Australian-manufactured article. That 
natural protection has been very much 
increased of late. 


presents to-day no less than 30 per cent. 
IT am putting it at a low figure, ‘and, 
therefore, 
tection which the Government are pro- 
posing for the benefit of the woollen 


I can safely say that 
in regard to these woollen goods it re-. 


I say that the actual pro- | 


manufacturers of Australia is 60 per 
eent. If that’ is held to be not 
more than enough JI shall be very 
much surprised, indeed. During the 
war Australian manufacturers had a 
magnificent opportunity to commend 
‘themselves to the people of Aus- 
tralia. J say without hesitation that 
the bulk of them failed dismally and 
disastrously to do so. They not only 
had their pound of flesh, but, speaking 
of the bulk of them, they wrung every 
possible drop of blood out of the unfor- 
tunate consumers as well. They have 
thereby done more to injure the cause 
of Protection in Australia than anything 
that has ever 
Protection by those opposed to that fiscal 
policy. That line of action by Aus- 
tralian manufacturers has gone further 
to open the eyes of the Australian public 
to some of the evils of the system than 
anything else that has happened. If the 
local manufacturers had done the fair 
thing by the consumers of Australia, as 
they could well have afforded to do and 
still have secured handsome profits, I 
should have been one of the first to say, 
“You have vindicated yourselves in cir- 
cumstances of some little temptation and 
I am prepared to trust you to a greater 
extent than ever in the future.” I say 
now, however, that I am not prepared to 
trust them to give a fair deal to the 
consumers of Australia without some 
method of enabling the consumers to 
protect themselves. When we_ look 
around the shops at the present time and 
notice the cost of woollen goods, blankets, 
flannels, and tweeds, we find that the 
prices asked for them are more than 
double what they were in pre-war times. 
We begin to wonder how it is that this 
is tolerated by the Australian public. 
~The cost of the raw material of the in- 
dustry is down lower than 1t was in pre- 
war times, and yet to-day the public are 
paying higher prices than they did before 
the war for the products of these fac- 
tories. I say without hesitation that in 
some cases at any rate there is more 
profiteering going on in Australia to-day 
than there was during the war period. 

Sir Josepu Ooox.—Does the honorable 
member say that the price of the raw 
material is down below the pre-war 
price? 3 
Mr. Fowler. 
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been brought against , 


Mie 


Mr. FOWLER—Yes. The pr 
which wool can be secured to-day 
lower than it was for several years befor 
the war. it a 

Mr. Hir1i.—It is the same with almost 
every primary product. ae 

Mr. FOWLER.—The price of the. raw 
material is lower than it was before the 
war, whilst the price of the manu 
factured article is more than double 
what it was before the war. Why 
The cost’ of labour has slightly in- 
creased; but the volume to which ee 
have already referred shows that the cost 
of labour plays relatively a very small 
part in the production of an industry 
such as this, where the greater part of 
the work is done by machinery. In this 
case 1t amounts at the most to about 30 per 
cent. Thus, if the labour costs were 
doubled, that would not by any means 
justify the doubling of the price of the 
manufactured article to the consumers 
of Australia. (ae 

While I am inclined to be reminiscent 
on this topic, I would remind honorable. 
members that I think I was the first to 
attempt, in relation to the protection 
Australian industries, to give some prot 
tion to the consumer. When the Austra 
lian Industries Encouragement Bill was. 
before the House, a good many years ag 
I endeavoured to secure the insertion of. 
clauses which would make the protection 
of the Australian manufacturer conse- 
quent upon fair wages, being paid in the 
industry, and fair prices charged to 
the consumer. That attempt, owing to ue 
our constitutional’ limitations, failed. 
I want, however, to suggest to the Minis _ 
ter a method by which that same’ object 
could be secured under this Tariff 
I suggest that there could be estab 
lished a body that would keep a watch 
on the prices of Australian-made goods 
in relation to prices for the same classes 
of goods in Great Britain and Americ 
the two countries from which our competi. 
tion principally comes—and that whe 
that body reported that prices in Aus 
tralia did not bear a fair relation to the 
cost of goods being sold in those two 
countries, the protection afforded should 
automatically come down. In that way. 
we would secure the -protection of the 
consumer. ie 

Mr. Greenn.—I have promised to in 
troduce a Bill somewhat along those 
lines, . genes es: 


ui 


: - FOWLER. ee lhe 
angela has made that promise, I am” 

not so much concerned as to whether or not 
he protection is high 


 Mr.: Grennn.—lI ‘have . definitely ey 


mised the House to bring in a Bill, not to 
do exactly what the honorable membér 
suggests, but to do something, at all events, 
on the lines mentioned by him. — 
_ Mr. FOWLER.—I am not concerned 
with the details, as long as the Minister 
accepts the principle, | 
_ Mr. Grennz—t have already promis sed 
ay do so. 
Mr. FOWLER. MT know that the Min- 
ister has indicated his intention to move 
in some way or other to protect the con- 
sumer, but 1 am not aware that he has 
iven any particular indication of how he 
is going to achieve that’ object. I am 
suggesting a method, because, as has been 


said from all sides during this debate, 


inoat diy wandlin all parts of the world. 
‘There are Combines that are international 


in their operation, and there is no doubt 


‘that the “Australian interests in regard 
production and, at all events, wholesale 


istribution, have learned their. lesson, in 


that respect, from the outside world. 


As 


oe Consipive. Pinte are in earn 


ike: necessary, we batould give it a little 
nok ade am at one wae the honorable 


os Tanto will against the ‘Mother Biey a 
: ee lower than we are vata dene 1s of no 


ae any other eC ae can ‘get over it, 


and then to add an ornamental coping 


and describe that as a preference to the 
Ge gie cate That 4 is in the note 


honorable. | 


‘member suggests. 


‘and I were free to carry out our ide: 


port trade. 
year, I find that our total importations _ 
of woollen-piece goods were valued at — 


came from 


“Mr. FOWLER. — Ido not weal 
Tariff in the sense that the honorabl ‘ 
We have before us | 


into shape, and if the honorable meme ne y 
sAculag : 


the alterations might be more neat 


more genuine than is pene in. tl 
Tariff. In the majority of cases th 


_ duty is practically prohibitive, so that 


preference whatever is given. 
the objectionable conditions of: labour 
Great Britain upon which Protectionist 


used to dilate have disappeared, we mig 


very well be far more generous than Ww 
are. I recognise, however, that it : i 
useless for me to attempt to move in tha 
direction, and just as useless to speak 


but I am glad to have from the Ministe: 
‘the promise that he proposes to give th 


consumer some little consideration in con 
nexion with this Tariff, and with tha 
promise for the meantime I shall to O 
be content. sree 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond: Mine 
for Trade and Customs) [6.3].— 
should like to deal very briefly with t 
closing observations made by the honor 
able member who has just resumed hi: 
seat (Mr. Fowler) as to the inadequae: 
of the preference we are giving to Gre 
Britain, If there is one thing” in 


gard to which I feel strongly it is th 


where we are giving preference it should ; 


be given as far as possible to Britain. 
I propose to show to what extent. the ° Pp 


ferential provisions of the Tariff in 

gard to woollen goods have thrown iss 7 
British hands the great bulk of our 
Pakibe the figures for. tae bec 


"NS 6 


£3,437,230, and that of those imports ne 


ies an £3, 331,081 worth came etn 
United K ingdom. 


a total importation of practically. 


and a half million pounds worth of Be a 


goods, only £106,000 wort 
countries other tha L 
United Kingdom. These | 
hink, are ‘sufficient proof—if. proof v we aS 
; ‘the preference given unde 


len-piece 


ods is « effect v 


8652 Tariff. 

In regard to this great industry, which 
of all*others should be native to Aus- 
‘tralia, I believe we should be able prac- 
italy to cut off our importations and to 
«become exporters of woollen-piece goods. 
I hope to see that position spoil I 
hope that we shall be able, not only to 
ease importing woollen-piece goods, but 
“to become exporters. 

_ Mr. 
gentleman is very optimistic. 

Mr. GREENE—TI believe that to be a 
‘possibility, nay, a probability, of the 
future. 
which we are providing in this Tariff 


will be effective in that direction. A great: 


deal has been said about the profits that 
‘were made by the woollenmills during the 
‘war. Those who have followed the his- 
tory of our mills, and have tried to get 
down to the true reasons for those profits, 
will have found that at that time the 
‘mills were practically not manufacturing 
for civilian purposes. Practically the 
whole of their machinery and energies 
were .at that particular period thrown 
into the making of khaki cloth and flan- 
‘nels required for war purposes. They 
had been accustomed to working on a 
definite percentage on turnover which 
gave them a very moderate profit. 
-balance-sheets of the various 
mills operating in the Commonwealth 
show that before the war their profits 
were very moderate. They set to work, 
no doubt, to make their contracts with 
the Defence Department on the basis of 
profit in relation to turnover to which 
‘they had been accustomed. I do not be- 
lieve the woollen manufacturers them- 
selves realized at the time that by throw- 
‘ing, as they practically did, the whole of 
‘their energies into the production of one 
class of goods they would make more 
money than they had done before on the 
‘same basis of profit in relation to turn- 
ever. Instead of havmg every day to 
change their looms from one class of 
‘manufacture to another, or to spin dif- 
ferent classes of yarns for different classes 
-of manufactures, they were able to keep 
the whole of their plant running as one 
unit concentrated on the turning out of 
one particular class of material. I do 
not think they realized that in doing this, 
working their mills twenty-four hours a 
day instead of eight, they would make 
very much more money than they had 
done before on the same basis of profit in 
relation to turnover. 


; ; “ 


I am very hopeful that the rates 


The 
woollen | 
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- figures show. 


Rrewarp Fostrrr.—The honorable . 


q eee ay aint ; 


very substantial argument in its favour. 


» broke out in 1914. 
expansion. 


ing of profits, ‘surely there would hav 


, were ig only not line mama ei ie 


mills made ha eon ee 


Tarnff. 


of a more magnificent example of 
benefits of massed production than those — 
You cannot get the best 
results from. the manufacture of any par 
ticular class of goods unless by coe 
production. ; 
Mr. Prowsz.—That is no angume 
for this Tariff. 
Mr. GREENE.—To my mind, it ‘ 


money. That 3 ig an ordinary buses pro- 
position which the honorable member will 
not dispute. : 

Has any honorable member given con. 
sideration to the history of’ the~ wooll i 
industry in Australia? It was, I believe, 
about the first manufacturing industry, 
to be established here. Its history goes 
back to 1801. The first woollen mi 
Victoria was ‘started in 1867, but the in 
dustry has been of very slow growth. In 
1908 there were in the Commonwealth ex 
actly as many mills manufae 
woollen goods as there were when the war x 
There had been 


growth in their output, aut a slighs in 
crease in the number of hands employs 
but there they were—twenty-two - 
tories in 1908 and twenty-two in : 
For that lack of growth there must hay 
been a reason. as: 

Mr. Fowzrrer.—In Victoria, when 
duties were highest, the industry wa at 
its lowest ebb. 

Mr. GREENE.—I am: not argo re 
that point; I am saying that if this wi 
such a magnificent industry for the m 


been found many people falling over ea 
other to invest in it. But the facts — 
against that view; they show that durin 
this long period of our history the grow 
of the woollen industry has been ee 
cally neghgible. During the war 
Mr. Ricnarp Fostrr.—Before ae 
theprofits were not unreasonable, 
Mr. GREENE.—They were not; & 


a ah the war, ce is pet, uaa 


1 are T ave: already tied, ie? } 
: hole of the energies. ‘of the mills were ae ait pati the peo of view ak ire 
_ devoted to turning out goods for the De- duction. I wish to see this industry d 
m fenee Department, and for civilian pur- velop in Australia; I wish to see Aus: 
poses the deliveries were very small. I tralia become pe i re ae | not “sO. gle 
remember that during the somewhat much of raw wool as | 

+ Ghequered period, when I presided over tured woollen goods; 
the Department which controlled prices, that the day is. not far distant 5 
‘if was over and over again suggested that we. will only take our courage in both 
Rite we should endeavour to control the prices hands, when that object may be gained. 
of Australian woollen goods, But when As I “have stated, the whole history ol 
we came to investigate the position, we the ncaa is EEser that one By rok 
found that practically all the woollen 
_ piece goods that were being used by the 
a ah were imported; there was scarcely | 
- any Australian stuff on the market be- 
| "cause of this concentration of the mills ane for any 5 etian pity in the future 
- on military work. If we had tried to than in the past. 
_ fallow the comparatively small portion of Mr. Fowrer.—Surely we do not need we 
the Australian production through the practically 60 per cent. of protection? 
various ramifications of the trade, we Mr. GREENE.—I deny altogether 
should have lost it. What really was the that. we have anything appr one eee be 
cause, and what. I believe is very largely pr otection. s 
the cause of the tremendous prices heing | Mr. Fowxer-—I can prove it abso- 
charged to the public for woollen cloth- Jutely—uap to the hil  ; 
ing, and woollen garments generally, is Mr. GREENE.—I deny. it ‘aitovealte 
that we are still getting a large amount Mr. Fowrmr——Under this Tariff the 
of material from abroad. The retailer, if protection is' practically 60 per cent. — 
he has a certain amount of Australian Mr. GREENE.—And the reason for 
stuff, has got it at.a cheaper rate than my denial is a very simple one. If th 
| that: at which he gets the imported, for honorable member will take into con- 
the local manufacturer does not get any- ‘ideration the cost of moving the goods 
thing approaching the price that the im- from one part of Australia to another, — 
porter pays for the stuff from overseas. and set it against the cost-of transit 4o 
AG is a fact that this local material. gets. and from Britain, he will find that there 
mixed up: with the imported material, is precious little difference between them. 
and, I believe, is very often sold as im- Mr. Eowrmr—Have not imported 
“ported by the tailor: The public are not goods to be moved about Australia ix 
_ getting the benefit of the fact that we are the same way? ‘ 
turning out a lange percentage, at all Mr. GREENE. fam todkene ood 
events, of Australian goods. If we can wholesale transactions, and I repeat. ; tha 
~ build up this ‘industry so that we may get if the honorable m ember will do as 
practically the whole of our consumption suggest he will find that there is precions 
from Australian mills, we shall soon see litile difference;, indeed, I know a gre: 
an alteration in that state of affairs. So number of cases in which the Australiar 
Tong as we have the stream of imported cost is the greater. I have often hear 
material coming in, we shall never get of the natural protection of which the 
the full benefit of our local manufacture. honorable member speaks, but if he 
_ If I accepted the amendment, the only examines the position with an “unpr 
result would be to make it easier to im- judiced mind, he will find that that pr 
port and more difficult to manufacture, tection practically disappears in ninety: 
and to put the day of benefit to the Gigs nine cases out of one hundred. 
umer so much further away—to put of — I do not know that it is necessary for. 
the day when the Australian mills will me to say any more at this stage, excep! 
turn out the whole of our requirements. that I hope the amendment will not be 
I feel very strongly tha » Howe would accepted. I do not propose to raise the 
have a) unig _ Beiehy agar basting rate: over the 194 
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Tariff, but leave it exactly where it has 
been for seven years. I think that the 


proposal in the Tariff isa very moderate | 


one in the circumstances, and I ask the 
Committee to adopt it. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[6.19|.—I wish to give notice that I 
intend to move a further amendment 
with the object of raising the duties to 
35 per cent., 45 per cent., and 50 per 
cent. Australia is the sreatest wool- 
producing country in the world. I do 
not say that as a Labour man, but merely 
repeat what is said by my honorable 
friends opposite, and by the press. which 
supports them. By those honorable 
members, and by that press, we are 
told of the marvellous wealth that is 
represented by our wool production. Il 
can well remember the time when we were 
told that the only use for our wool was 
to export it, and that we must have Free 
Trade in other commodities, so that 
ships might bring the latter here at sub- 
stantial profit, and thus be able to take 
our wool back to the Old Country at 
lower freights. That was the argument 
we used to hear thirty or forty years 
azo. it have heard all sorts of  state- 
ments as to the probable effect of high 
Protection upon the workers of Australia. 
I do not think the workers pay the tax at 
all, so it is of no use to talk to me about 
the condition of the poor worker under 
Protection. If there were no taxes they 
would get so much less in wages. Our 
taxation, we are told, is about £11 per 
head, representing about £44 per year 
for the average working man and his 
family. I am satisfied that if this taxa- 
tion were lifted he would get £44 less 
in wages every year. What occurred 
during the war in the woollen industry? 
You could go into any of the warehouses 
in Melbourne and buy material, such as 
is in the sample I am now exhibiting, 
very fine tweed, though, perhaps not quite 
so good in some respects as the best West 
of England tweed. If I had’ my way I 
would not allow one yard of tweed to be 
imported. I would insist upon the 
people of this country wearing the Aus- 
tralian material. During the war the 
warehousemen in this country sold every 
yard of this material as imported cloth. 
T have no consideration for the manu- 
facturers at all, although large sums of 
money have been spent in my division 
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toe 


upon the breotion® of sttablishins nt 
equipped with all the necessary ma- 
chinery for manufacturing the raw 
material into the finished product. My 
only concern is for the men and women. 
who work in such establishments, an: 
who sent me here. Among the manu- 
facturers I have many friends, and, 
of course, speaking personally, — 
would not like to see them. ruinee 
but for manufacturers generally, - 
have no concern whatever. eee 
produces immense quantities of raw pro- 
duct in the form of wool, and if we have 
not the power of organization to handle 
it and develop our industries as is done 
in other countries of the world, then we 
must be unworthy of our trust. 

Mr. Prowse.—I agree, but we ought 
to develop our industries without arti- . 
ficial aids. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—We are told that 
we do not want artificial help in the 
building up of our industries., The time 
for high prices has passed, and so we. 
should do our utmost to assist, in the 
establishment of all those new companies 
which, we understand, are about to be 
launched for the development of the tex 
tile industry in Australia. In a sta 
ment issued by the Bureau of Commerce 
and Industry Tents there is a list of 
twenty-two woollen textile manufacturing 
companies that have been. registered in 
Australia since the beginning of 1920. 
I should like to place that list on recente 
It is as follows :— 


Apsley Mills, Richmond ( Vic.) 

Excelsior Knitting Mills (Melb.) 

Leicester Knitting rapes Fitzroy 
(Vic. ) i ae 

Stawell Mills (Vie.) 

Belge-Austral Mills (Sydney) 

Sinclair Weaving Mills (Vic.) 

Cosmos Knitting Mills (N.S.W.) 

Alexandra Mills (N.S.W.) .. 

Austral Knitting Mills (N.S.W.) 


Tillam and Bochme (Sydney). 150,000 
Riverina Co. (N.S.W.) 00. 
Metropolitan Knitting Mills (Sydney) 130,000 
Sydney Woollen Mills (capital in- 
ereased to)  .. ae .. 875,000 — 
J. Vicars & Co., Sydney (capital ~— = | 
increased to) ..: sts .. 750,000 
Torrenside’ Mills (S.A.)  .. 50.00 
Golds Hosiery Mills (Sydney) 300,000. 
Kelsall and Kemp (Tasmania) 100,00 
Australian Weaving Co. (Vic.) 100,000. 
Lineoln Knitting Mills (Vic.) 500,000 
Lincoln Spinning Mills (Melb.) 500,000 


Geelong R. 8. & S. Cosner nlite 
Woollen Co. (Vic.) a : 
Austral Woollen Co. Ltd. Sone) . 25 


1920 : are in course of jlo 


: Capital. — 
Si yee 
‘ra De testord: (Vie. Ka a .. 100,000 
Sydney Textiles (N.S.W: ye 150,000 
_ Wangaratta (Vic.) aes .. 100,000 
‘Hamilton (Vic.) ...- roe ., 75,000 
“Shepparton (Vic.) 9.) 20,000 
Beechworth (Vic.) 20,000 
Port Phillip Combing and. ‘Spinning 
Mills (Vic.) .. 250,000 
Tasmanian Woollen and Worsted Co. 250,000 
Western Spinning Co. Ltd., Orange | 
| (N.S.W.) 200,000 
Textile Workers Union, Paurarmatts 
Bi (UNS.W) 200,000 
Sale Woollen Mills “(Vie.) .. 100,000 


This does not take into account the firm 
registrations or the rapidly increasing 
knitting concerns in the various States. 
It is evident that the people who are 
associated with these companies can see 
an opportunity presented for the de- 
_ yelopment of the industry in Australia, 
_ but apparently the Government cannot 
. gee it. In the beginning of 1918 I intro- 
2 eee to the Minister for Repatriation 
(Senator E. D. Millen) a deputation ask- 
ing the Government to spend £5,000,000 
an the woollen industry for repatriation 
purposes. If the Government had done 
that, they would have been in a better 
- position ‘to- day to repatriate our re- 
turned soldiers. The argument used at 
the time was that the woollen industry 
did not offer ereymane to a ee num- 
_ ber of men. 


Sitting suspended few 6. 30 to § p.m. 


: : Mr. MATHEWS.—If every country 


town in Australia had a woollen mill 
turning out some form of woollen goods, 
it would add to the stability of these in- 
-fdand towns, and ‘considerably ease the 
- Jabour question. J am asked why, with 
all our natural protection, we cannot do 
ve this or that. 
pleasure of visiting the Yarra Falls 
| Pe sanine Mills, I took the opportunity of 
asking the manager whether he was doing 
~ anything in the direction of working up 
_ the by-products of the woollen industry, 
and mentioned the production of lanoline. 
_ He said, “ No; for several reasons.” First 
ofall, he showed me a large pit, into 
‘ which was drained all material that would 
_ at some future time be absorbed in the 


he eee sha! indatnent Coe eis hye 


HG,’ ollowing compan 65: registered since 
ducts. 


80. 
petitors on the other side of the world 


When recently I had the 


the duty. 


manufacture of lanoline, but ‘he told me 


i Woollen goods: was inpRera Aye, and tha 


He said that it would take all the. 
different establishments combined to do 
This is one of the reasons why com- 


can hold their own against us. If we 
could only treat the whole of the by-pro 
ducts associated with the woollen indus- 
try, our position would be considerably 
improved; but before we could hope to 
treat these by-products effectively we 
would need to increase our manufacture 
of wool into piece goods at least tenfold. 
However, in the near future, I hope that 
everything associated with the sheep, ex- 
cept, perhaps, its baa, will be used up by 
our manufacturers. Those countries which 
undertake the. production of woollen 
goods to the fullest extent lose very little 
of the by-products of the industry. To 
illustrate my argument, let me refer to the - 
operations carried on by the Maize Pro- 
ducts Limited in Melbourne. The com-- 
pany loses nothing in the treatment of 
maize. It applies such a high degree of 
perfection to its manufacture that it has 
even established a coopering branch for 
turning out its own barrels. If we could : 
so manage our woollen industry that the 
by-products could be put to use, we cer- ” 
tainly would be doing something beneficial . 
to Australia. ie 


I do not intend to protract this wedae 
sion. We ought to make up our minds — 
as to whether we are Protectionists or not, — 
whether we intend the duties we impose — 
to give us an article produced in Aus- 
tralia or an imported article, or whether 
we are merely seeking to establish a re- 
venue Tariff. I have been reminded in 
this House on several occasions, “Do not 
forget we want revenue.” I want no re- 
venue through the Customs. No Protec- 
tive duty is effective if it produces re- 
venue. 

With the knowledge I have of the weal 
len trade, I feel that we have arrived at 
a stage in Australia when we ought | to 
produce a commodity fit for any one to 
wear, and at a price cheaper than that at 
which it can be imported. ae 


‘Mr. Grecory.—Then we do not require 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The honorable 
member. will persist in that line of talk. 
I admit that during the war the duty on 
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even to-day it is to a certain degree in- 


operative. But the honorable member. 


knows as well as I do the peculiar, condi- 


tion of all the industries in the country | 


which is our greatest competitor in re- 
spect to the manufacture of woollen goods, 
Unfortunately, it seems that the coal 
miners of Great Britain are beaten ; and if 
-their wages come down, then wages will 


come down right throughout Great Bri- 


tain; and the same conditions will fol- 
low in Australia. As a matter of fact, 
the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) is anxious~to see the cost of 
 Tiving kept down, so that wages may be 
reduced. 


Mr, Grecory.—Yes; m ede that we 


may carry on our industries. 

Mr. MATHEWS. — If we lower the 
-eost of living we lower the wages of the 
workers. The hondrable member has 
gaid most emphatically during: this dey 


bate that he was anxious to avoid adding 


to the cost of living in Australia, because 
he realized that wages must come down. 

Mr. Gaecory.—Otherwise our primary 
industries could not be carried on. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The honorable 
member is anxious to see wages reduced 
so that certain advantages ity not be lost 
to some industries. 

Mr. Grecory.—The mining industry, 
for instance. 


Mr. Ricwarp Fosrer.— Surely the 


honorable member has an instance in: the 
metal mines. Every one will know it 
within six months; perhaps within three 
months. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Before the workers 
of Australia allow their wages to be cut 
down by one cent. I hope there will be 

-an industrial upheaval unparalleled in 
the history of this country, because it 
will be goodbye to existing organizations 
the moment a start is made to reduce 
wages. I’here are thousands of men in the 
Labour movement‘ hoping for this, not 
for the reason advanced by honorable 
members opposite, but because they be- 
lieve that it will bring about a crisis that 
will upset our present economic system. 

“Mr. Ricrarp Fosrrr.—Rubbish! 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—That is what 
T call. bunkum. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Honorable mem- 


bers are very innocent. We have hon- 


ses members here who wish to see 


cut pach Tt is the old: Free i bait 


rh yy, Y a t 


costs kept down so that wages ey 


What is Bio position: of the workers a ie 


the Old Country under Free Trade, My 
especially in the woollen industry and tm 
agriculture? There are people in Eng 
land—we know them as, the submerged 
tenth—who are poorer than any other 
people in the world. 
Mr. Grecory.—The honorable member 
would not think it fair if I said that his 
action is taken merely for the purpose 
of imereasing the profits, of the — 
facturers. | 
Mr. MATHEWS.—1I have ewes tol 
that such is the case. J admit, that the 
atari of these duties wall be to sn 


iain it. Tt is: up ea shi Pastis 1 
to prevent it or to the people of Aus 
tralia to demand that this Parliament 
shall prevent it. If Parliament. h 
not the power to do it, then the peo ‘ 
must give it the power. 

Sir Roserr Busr.—If the manufae : 


tralian tanetaciurets rather oe 
foreigners. i 


Mr. si anion hana: Yes, and we eo 


tenth in New York or Bertie: 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Of course, there is. 
There is no virtue in Protection as pro- 
tection, just the same as there is no virt 
in. Free eee as Oe pg E hg 


I use a Drotiseidie pelle! as a ‘means f 
to an end. No halo surrounds the wi 

Protection as faras I am concer ede!) 
bs fier that we can tax the —o 


oA 


peli are Hoe too. hose on eee the 
big profits of either the nen 
or the importers. } 
Mr. Austin CHAPMAN. ae is. | 
faire. | 
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Mr. MATHEWS. LM able mem- 


vi made big fortunes, and they know that 


while we can tax the loeal manufacturer, - 
I intend 


we cannot. tax the importer. 
“to move an increase to this duty, because 
I am satisfied that the one great chance 
Australia has to pay its enormous debt is 

_ to utilize its great natural product, wool, 
by establishing factories for its treatment 
in all ity phases. Unless something. is 
done to pay our debt, there will be a 
» -emisis, .and it .is because I want to avoid 
- that- crisis that I suggest a method by 
which we can do so. Every town in 
Australia should run a woollen mill, not 
only to supply local requirements, but 


also for the purpose of exporting woollen 


‘piece goods, and also for the treatment 
ef the by- products of the industry, and 
_ this can be done when we organize the 
‘ ud properly. — 


ae)? ae. WIENHOLT- (Moreton) [8.13 ].— 
rh q have no intention of going over the 
ground that has already been traversed 
. mak by other honorable members, nor am I 
egotistical enough to think that anything 
one could say would affect a-single, vote ; 
_ but I-wish to take the opportunity upon 
thie proposed duty on such an essential 
: Seedy as woollen goods of mak- 
< - img my position quite plain. I 
_ dissociate myself altogether from the 
‘Protection mad policy that is now 
being carried inte effect in this ‘Com- 
antic. The Minister (Mr. Greene) has 
_ already earned for himself the reputation 
of being an Australian McKinley, but if 


; _ Imay beso bold as to say it, and, without | 


offence, I think that by the time we have 
_ gone through the Tariff we shall be able 
more properly to compare him with the 
Chinese Emperor, Shih Hwang Ti, who 
‘built the famous Wall of China to block 
his Empire out from the rest of the world. 
_ There are two considerations in particu- 
cael which appeal to me. Both the last 
; kers, who used the words ‘‘ Australian 
genius and Australian industry,” and the 
honorable member for Perth (Mr. Fow- 
ler), with whose speech I am very much 
in accord, made plain that we have not 
only the finest wool, but also, I believe, 

é _ the trae Australian. worker, the 


the "American, cas 


about” whom 


| 1s monine short of a vote of want cr 
“bers opposite know that importers have 


with these already big, and, 


under the Tariff may be increased three 
‘number of his children. 


should have regard. 


ing the amendment we wish no ill to the 
woollen manufactories, far from it. There 
As one mill in my own ‘electorate, but tha: 


marks made by the honorable member for 


has contributed to the debate something 


Committee should follow. 
that he was interested only in the workers 


no particular concern in the persons who 


and I was surprised at the remarks of 


the Tariff in order to assist the various 


manufacturing in Australia. 
cannot as much as does any other honorable 
postease ie Liha for public 


Ris wart with the a exception of 


Tariff. 


confidence in the Australian raw ma 
terial, the Australian manufacturer, anc 
the Australian worker. When dealing 
m many 
cases, prohibitive duties, we should hay. 
regard particularly to the’! man with — 
family. Every tax placed upon him 


fold, fivefold, or tenfold, according to t. 
He is the on 
person above all others for whom w 
When I see th 
Committee going “protection mad”. 
have at least this consoling thought that 
just as the pendulum: is swinging to one 
side now, so surely will it swing to the.’* 
other side later. I am pleased that a 
motion for the reduction of the duty has 
been submitted by the honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory). In support 


fact does not prevent me from voting or 
these duties according to my principles. I 
hope the amendment will be well sup- 
ported, and that we shall have a fair 
chance of reducing the duty to a reason- 
able rate. ne 


Mr. LISTER (Corio) [8.19] on a 
tened with very great interest to the. re- 


Melbourne Ports (Mr. Mathews). Al 
though I take exception to some of his 
statements, I think that on the whole he 


of value, and has given a lead which the 
He stated 


engaged in the woollen industry, and had 


have invested their money in it, A 
statement of that kind is extremely un- 
fortunate, because if ever there was 

time when the co- operation of capital an 
labour was necessary it ig now. We can- 
not develop the industries of the Com- 
monwealth without the aid of capital, 


the honorable member, because later he 
made a special plea for an increase In 


have recently starte 
T recognise 


companies who 


(8638 Tariff. 


the amendment to be proposed by the 


“honorable member for Melbourne Ports, 
because [ recognise that if the in- 
dustry is to progress it must receive 
“even greater protection than it has had in 
the past. The Minister (Mr. Greene) 
made that clear when he emphasized the 
stagnation in the industry over a period 
of years just prior to the war, and he 


rightly argued that if woollen manufac- 


ture were the gold mine which some 
people believe it to be, much more money 
would have been invested in it, and there 
would not have been the cry that has 
been heard so often lately that the indus- 
try is at a standstill, and must be further 
encouraged, Only: a little time ago we 
had evidence of the interest that other 
countries are taking in the woollen in- 
dustry, and we read of visitors from 
Japan purchasing some of the best stud 
sheep that money could procure. That 
-action indicates to me that before long 
we shall have an active competitor in a 
people whose workers are employed at 
wages and under conditions very much 
below those ruling in Australia. © For 
that reason we would be justified in giv- 
ing further protection to an industry 
which means so much to the Common- 


wealth. Some honorable members have 
taken exception to the proposed 
duty because they allege that 


some manutacturers have been making 
inordinate profits. The Minister in his 
“remarks effectively disposed of that argu- 
ment. During the year 1914 the per- 
centage of profits to turnover in the 
woollen industry was 12.93 per cent., 
which no honorable member will say was 
exorbitant, Other honorable members 
have complained of the so-called greed 
shown by the manufacturers during the 
‘war period. Yet, during the years 
1915- 16 17, the percentage of profit to 
turnover increased to only 17.59 per cent. 
‘Having regard to the fact that in order 
to get the big turnover the mills were 
running three shifts, and that the over- 
head charges were correspondingly de- 
ereased, and that the machinery was de- 
_teriorating rapidly and could only be 
replaced at very high prices, that was not 
an excessive profit. In regard to the cost 
of manufacture, 
manufactured in the mills at Geelong and 
sold at a cost price of 11s. per yard, but 

re-sold to the retailer at from 25s. to 27s. 
Mr. Taster, 


Sree 
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their products, the cost of distributi 


I know of material | 
| to. get their ee 


Boe % whieh. 3 is Da on page 2 
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per yard. The inerease appears ws e 
very great, but I am told on most reliable 
authority that if the manufacturers the 
selves were to undertake the distributi 
of their product they could not place: it 
on the market at the price at which th 

wholesalers are selling it to-day. ‘f 


Mr, Consrprivn.—That is a nice fair; is 
tale, 

Mr. LISTER.—1 am told that its 
> true, 


Sir Granvirte Ryrm.—The hone 
member must be “soft” to believe that 

Mr. LISTER —~—No stretch of th 
imagination is required to believe th 
statement when one realizes that 
manufacturers deal with very few lin 
If they had to send their travellers 
over the Commonwealth to handle onl 


would be greater than it is through th 
medium of the wholesale houses. O 
explanation of the profits made during 
the war period was that owing to the 
mand for war material the products 
the mills were standardized. The mills 
were turning out only one quality an 
size of blanket, and that enabled them t 
produce larger quantities, and naturall 
make greater profits. 
Mr. Grecory.—Why did they doubl 
their price? . 
Mr. LISTER.—They entered into” : 
contract with the Defence Department a 
a price that was considered fair. 
stead of turning out blankets of thi 
five different grades and sizes, which natu 
Beye would have necessitated a consid 


ee during the war. Iti is this ae I ro 
bably expiuing the profits made by he 
manufacturers. 

Mr. MoGraru.—Should 
under those circumstances 
more cheaply? | Pea 

Mr. LISTER.—Their prices, as hai 
been stated by several speakers, were 


ey iy 


Let me 
“A warning — to 


letter. headed | 


In the January, 1909, issue of the Tewtile 
World, of America, appeared a letter from the 
Montreal Woollen Mill Company of Canada, 
explaining the difficulty in which the company 
found itself. 
«ember, 1908, and, addressed to the editor of 
_ the journal, read: ah Dear Sir— . . We 
have been in business for the -past thirty 
years, and have always paid good interest on 

_the capital invested until the last four years. 

Since the present Liberal party came _ into 

power they have lowered the duty from 50 to 
_ 232 per cent., and have practically annihilated 
: Bh the woollen industry. ‘During their stay in 
power they have, through their Free ‘rade 
_ policy, been the cause of 75 per cent. of the 
woollen mills closing, and if they stay in 
- power much longer there will be none left, and 
the once biggest Canadian industry will be 
no more. We have during the past four years 
Jost money, but have been hanging on, ex- 
ecting a changé in the Government which 
id not come, and we have now decided to 
liquidate our plant while we can pay 100 cents 
mn the dollar. Do you know what second- 
hand woollen machinery is in the States? If 


move our “machinery, and go over, providing 
we could re a good location at a reason- 


Mr. ROBERT COOK (Indi) [s. 35 |.— 
It seems to me that thé woollen in- 
dustry is one of our chief industries, and 
one that we should do our best to de- 

elop. That the employees in it have 
not been giving a fair deal, and that the 
manufacturers have been charging too 
uch for their goods, is not a, reason for 
. ithholding support from it. We know 
that the manufacturers did not play the 
game during the war, and that they are 


e , employees have obtained practically 
hat they asked for from Wages Boards 


The letter was dated 23rd De- | 


go ahead with the development of this in-_ 


furnish thé balance. 


ne woollen industry in our midst with the 
ik greatest degree of confidence. 
clined to: crane a Lpreteteric, of 5 | per cent 


are continually OS And the ‘manu- , 
facturers merely pass on any inereases 

granted by Wages Board or the Arbitra- 
tion Court, with the addition of, perhaps 
10 per cent., and then ask for furthe 
assistance under the Tariff. These twe 
profiteering gangs should be brought te 
their knees. But the circumstances which 
now exist should not prevent us from 
doing what is reasonable to develop the 
woollen industry. If properly developed. 
it world be worth upwards of £100,000,000 
to: Australia. We manufacture about 30 
per cent. of our yearly wool product. — 


Mr. Greenr.—No; we utilize for 
manufacturing in Australia only 4 per 
eent. of our production of wool. 


Mr. Bownren.—We manufacture 50 
per cent. of our requirements. 


—No; Hothene 


Mr. ROBERT COOK. 
lke that; only 12 per cent. of our 
requirements. Australia produces one 


fourth of the world’s wool and between — 
62 and 64 per cent. of the world’s fine 
wool, and every member should do what 
he can to put the woollen industry on a — 
proper footing. We have the climate 4 
necessary for the manufacture of a 
woollens, and the Bureau of Science and — 

Industry has been instrumental in start-— 

ing about thirty-three companies, with a 

resistered capital, of about £3 600. 000. 
Many of these companies, like two in my 


district, are merely waiting for ma-— 
ebiery, It is im this matter of . 
machinery that the Government can 


assist the woollen industry. We wish t 
know how we can best get the mackie 
that we need. We have every reason to 


dustry. The time has arrived when the 
electric power which may be generated 
by some of our rivers must be taken, into — 
consideration. I understand that an te 
plication has been made for a lease in 
connexion with a hydro-electric power 
scheme on the Kiewa River. That scheme 
will provide power for the greater part 
of Victoria, and the Morwell scheme will 
Other States are 
about to develop their water-power in the 
same way, and, therefore, it seems to me 
that we can ‘proceed to establish the 


I am in 


OF, joes PH ye 


ae » Parif’ 
he ter ee woollen goods of the United King- 
dom, in addition to the Minister’s pro- 
posal, but I do not care what duty is im- 
_ posed upon those coming from foreign 
 _eountries. 

Pe Gaenwn— Fo this Lebednic we have 


Ne a given Britain a preference of 15 Live 


< eent. 


Me ROBERT COOK One ‘honor 


able member has referred to a nation 


- which is paying only half-a-crown per 
day to its labourers. We cannot possibly 
hope to compete with such nations; and 


_ for that reason I am prepared to impose’ 
a very substantial duty indeed upon 


_ goods' entering the Commonwealth under 
he general Tariff. 
Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) rs. 49] ~— 
_ During this debate I have been struck 
by the remarkable attitude which has 
 .beén adopted by certain members of the 
 Oountry party, and particularly by the 
' honorable member for Indi (Mr. Robert 
Cook), who talked about the two gangs 
of profiteers—the manufacturers and the 
workers. You, sir, will remember—as, 
indeed, all of us do—the time when the 
Avorkers of this country were obliged to 
resort to the weapon of the strike in 
order to enforce their demands for better 
wages or for improved industrial con- 
ditions. But after years of agitation, 
Arbitration Courts and Wages (Boards 
were substituted for that weapon, with 
“the result that to-day every concession 
that is obtained by the wage-earner is ob- 
_ tained by constitutional methods. In the 


woollen industry there is a Wages Board 


consisting of three members, of whom the 
- chairman is usually a representative of 
the employers. Yet the honorable mem- 
_. ber for Indi had the temerity to stand 


_ up here and impute that the workers are 
Need I remind ’ 


‘ @ gang of profiteers. 7 
bam that at the last election it was the 
workers who put him where he is to- day, 


: by giving him their second preference 


- votes. 


: slow? 
- Mr. McGRATH.—@ greater slander 
than that the workers, of Australia- are 


guilty of going slow was never uttered 


The Assistant 
(Sir Granville 


by an honorable member. | 
'. Minister for’ Defence 


Mr. Rozperr Coox. —Are they not going 


_[REPRESENTATIVES, 1 


fi 


_ Byrie) has recently been amongst the — 


well as parhoty, tha 


i Egyptian workmen, and. he knows, as 
at one Australian ey 


immense profits. 


: cor 


workman .doos’ more in three days 1] 
the workman of any other country 
im a week. | 


Mr. 
workers have ona 
methods to obtain redress oe. their’ grie 
anees, and because they are now gett! 
a , decent wage the eyuenentine member \f 


gang of profiteers. i am pee 
think that any honorable member ¥ 
utter such a slanderous statement 
the workers of Australia. 

Mr. Marnews. 
trouble in the bacon factinet an 


Mr. McGRATH.—Probably th 
the explanation. The honorable memb 
for Indi may be perturbed about his p: 
fits. Did’ he ever hear of a workm 
will being sworn for probate purpo 
at £1 0002 Certainly not. The wo 
gets 0 only a bare living out of his Ww 
Tt is men like the. honorable _ oe 


this country. : 
I know only too well how the 
throughout the war period. : 


Mr. Constprnz.—So did mem 
the importing class. 


Mr. McGRATH. —Both the 


adrantave of war conditions to 
the people. They talked about t 
seription of human life and — 
equality of sacrifice, but whilst o 
were away in the fighting line they 
intent upon inereasing their ba 
anees. ‘Nevertheless I shall vote fo: 
inereased duty which is proposed. If 
war has taught us anything, it is 

Australia ought to be a manufactui 
country. During the war period we 
searcely able to import a singl thi 
and we demonstrated our capacit 

manufacture articles which we ~ 
viously imported better than. can 
other country in the world: Ther 

no soldiers overseas as. well clad 
our Australian soldiers, w ‘O 
equipped throughout with le 
ae in the ones 


ot 


no saat. sa we dea in “ieee ba | 


“risa for co og woollen requirements of. 


Ae admit _that if we 


go ioe erat ich zi ahortneleapoiy power to 
enable it to establish more Government 
Hagen mills than those at Geelong. As 
a returned soldier I was able to purchase 
suit length of cloth from those mills 


is . a 


or 26s., and if we possessed the requisite | 


\ constitutional power every other indi- 
' “vidual in Australia could be supplied at 
he same pine _ the pene cou hae 


‘ Of course ‘it does = we es 
es of the Flinders-lane 


| Mr. Guncory.—tf we do itt the ida. 
ce rable member suggests we might get 


ito a sivggen et aie to that which is. 


c . McGRATH. _The inbaieetation 
ole Cockatoo Island Dockyard is still 
under investigation. But I can quite 
agine any State or Commonwealth 
nterprise being made a failure if Min- 
ters wish to bring discredit upon it. 
e established the Commonwealth Bank, 
't fortunately Ministers were sym- 
pathetic towards that institution, with 
e result that it has proved a big success, 
and.that it upheld the credit of this 
ountry during five years of war. 
Similarly our Commonwealth Woollen 
Mills were established by Ministers 
who desired to make them a success. 
It is remarkable that, notwithstanding 
that we have Ministers side by side with 
iobislieaey siti which desire the failure 


ster sy wait a bioat ta success, And 
f such is the case with respect to one 
ablishment in ces ee same eau 


= rena ther’ ‘were equally 
oats. managed. . 
Mr. 


McGRATH.—It private enter- 


secure capable: 
ibe : 


“All ‘that 18” required is a man of §) 
‘pian a a man with a ona in the. v 


fair deal to the cau ployee as ta the Cem 


monwealth. It would be no satisfacti 

to me to vote for a reduction of duties 1 
order that certain importers might 

come a little more wealthy by bringing 
woollen goods into this country. — 
would prefer to see Australian manuf. 
turers getting richer rather than manu- 
facturers outside of Australia, togeths M1 
with a few importers in our various capi 
tal cities. If there must be a monop 

let the monopoly be an Australian one 
where Australians will benefit, a: 
‘where, in any case, they will be more 
easily got at and controlled by the Com 
monwealth authorities. Honorable mem 
bers on this side are consistent. Ws 


candidly admit that Protection is no cae 


sa Australia’s industrial evils. I have 
, doubt but that it will increase the 

ee of living’ But, at any rate, I . 
not like members of the Country party 
who go for Protection upon Anstanie 
erown sugar, bananas, onions, citru: 
fruits, and currants and raisins, while 
upon all those things which do nob 
directly concern their non- “manufacturing : 
districts they are ‘‘true blue’’ a 
Traders. | 

Mr. Roszrr Coox.—I am slad T am 
not like the honorable member, at. hae 
‘rate. f 

Mr: McGRATH.—And I am very 
glad I am not like the honorable memb 
for Indi (Mr. Robert Cook). I look upon 
myself as a better Australian than th 
honorable member, who spent the who 
of his time in addressing the Committee — 
to-night in slandering Australians; wh 
said that they were not giving a fait 
day’s work for a fair day’s pay; who im. 
puted that they were incompetent we k. 
men. 

Mr. Roperr Cook. etna al cent 
of them. 

Mr. McGRATH. 


—And that they 2 


men in other fag or the world. I 
surprised that the honorable mem 


his own country. 4 have faith in * 
oh We have Breas opportunities 


latutact everything we require. 


le hear the honorable member for Indi, and. _ 


ph That meant, 
least, the making of profits as high as 33 
And, if that was so, the Com-' 
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workman, talking about the go-slow 


policy, and direct action, and Bolshevists. 
Well-known English firms, such as Cad- 


_ bury’s, come out here and establish their 
BS factories Would they do so if they be- 
lieved that our workmen were of the type 


indicated by the honorable member for 
Indi?. The time is not far distant when 
Australia, will not only be manufactur- 
ing all her own requirements of woollens. 


but will be exporting them to various 


parts of the world. Tt is with that in 
mind -that I intend to support the Go- 
“ vernment’s proposals. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
[8.55].—I intend to vote in. support of 
the proposals of the Minister (Mr. 
Greene). .The Tariff is, in effect, the 
Tariff introduced—so far as the matter 
of preference to the United Kingdom is 
- eoncerned—in 1914. On the basis of the 
Tariff as it exists to-day, Australia is 
likely to be benefited by the establishment 
of branch factories of well-known British 
firms. One reason why I intend to vote 
as I have indicated is because I believe 
that the most effective method by which 
We can secure reasonable prices for the 
consumer is by competition—that compe- 
tition being participated in by some of 
the most efficient firms in the world. I 
give my support to the Minister’s pro- 
posals, also, because the. Committee has 
been assured of the intention of the Go- 
vernment to prevent exploitation by 
manufacturers, so far as may be humanly 
possible. 

Mr. Bowpren.—As far as may be con- 
stitutionally possible. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I thank 
the honorable member. That is so. I 
believe in being fair all round. Some 
honorable members opposite have re- 
ferred to the Commonwealth mills,« and 
to the wonderful way in which they can 
_ produce remarkably cheap materials. All 
I wish to know is, why did they not do so 
during the war# 

Mr. Rirny.—They did. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—They in- 
- augurated a flat rate, and the other mills 
~ had no say; they had to accept or reject 
‘that rate. It has been asserted that in 
three years some of the Australian mills 
' wiped out the whole of their capital costs. 
in certain instances, at 


“per ‘cent. 


she Whey RO ne % ‘ inal Ss he bs : ; Mae 
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a reduction in price was made. 


than we are. 


eee 


monwealth mill also made a profit yf 3: 
per cent. If there was any Ca 


plaining of the profits made Ade j 
private mills., because they did not fi 
the prices; and, going back over a perio 
of years, 1t mustebe admitted that i 
mills did not make undue profits. — 


flat rate only im respect of “iter ma 
rials, but Australian manufacturers co 
sell other than: those for whatever oy 
they liked. i 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—A flat rate. 
was fixed, for military materials, and, 
order to meet the demands upon the mills, 
those establishments worked three sig 


Mr. Rinrgy. — Making clothe 
civilians. iN 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. == Vers 


little was made for the civilian members | 
of the community, because the Gove 
ment commandeered the mills to the tu 
of three shifts per day for a considera 
period. If these mills did so well the 
they could elie out their cone co 


not have done in thirty years, it ise 


Sir Rosert Bzstr. — It is more lik 
mine than three years. | 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. es 
it in three years, and the honorable me 
ber knows it. If these mills were a 
to defray their capital cost in such a sh 
period, surely they are\in a better pos 
tion to extend their operations than 
have ever been before. | iu 

Mr. Prowsz.—Why give them a at ‘pe 
cent. protection ? mat 


Mr. Geisha FOSTER.—The 


point | am suye the honorable “mem 
for Kooyong See Robert Ree 
PEDDOT me. 


by 60 per cae and eee habe a © 
sideration with the other points I hay 
mentioned concerning the assurance 
big British companies are likely to « 
lish mills in Australia it- would be i 
creet and altogether unwise to al 
these rates. In view of the altered 
ditions we should be obtaining mate 
from Australian mills at a lower 
There has been ve 
reduction 1 in the price of tweeds 


f and ay he ue few ee i ( 


Heh Mr. / Ritzy ——Wool ey bere i 


price. 


Mr. RICH FOSTER —Yes, 


es- 


tay i - pecially blanket wool, and not only are 


we not getting a cheaper article, but the 

~ supply of blankets and flannels, particu- 

larly is altogether inadequate. What is 
the reason? 

Mr. Ginn Bocaweo they are not 
working three shifts for the public. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—It is not 
that. Many of the operatives will not 
work on Saturday. 

: Mr. James Pacs.—Tell that to old 

q women and not to us. — 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am tell- 
my) Uo what I know to be a fact. Many are 
~ not working on Saturday because they 

earn sufficient i in five days to keep them 

ers ) 

Mr. Rirey. —' That does ae apply to 
Pe eories- they work on Saturdays. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—It applies 


7 
Kans 


he es 


are ee have. difficulty in getting many of 
the operatives to work at all on Satur- 
days. 
Mr. James Pacr.—Where are aor men 
and women who worked three shifts? 


Mr. Gasp.—They never worked three 


é 


_ shifts per day at Lobethal. 
'. Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I did not 
| say ‘they did; I was referring generally 
_.. to mills on war work, but the manager at 
_. Lobethal informed me that the employees 
ae would not work on Saturdays. It should 
be the policy of woollen mill proprietors 
to come as near as possible to the con- 
sumers in the matter cf distribution, “and 
if honorable members are anxious to see 
the cost of living reduced they should do 
eae. in that direction. 
Mr. Anstry.—-Why not cut out wages? 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —The mills 
should come as near as possible to the 
10g -ecnsumers by re-arranging their methods 
of distribution. . The honorable member 
ae for Kooyong eae it was a difficult 
. pematter. and would be altogether too 


\ retailers. ! 
Corio (Mr. Lister), who cannot. see 
beyond the boundaries: of Geelong, holds 
| ‘similar, opinion. I forget. the figure 
2 menti one bee dT, know it ‘was ex- 


manufacturing 


ay to Lobethal, in South Australia, where 


ean afford to distribute their produe 


‘that woollen goods will be sold to the 


by the Free Trade member for 
The houoraie, member for. 
‘proposed rate submitted by the Protec 
tionist gentleman who now occupies. the 
position of Minister for, Trade and. Ou 
‘toms. — ns 
: ee eeaean the ow Tarif that 


nonsense. 


Mr. Gewntiae ieee ean the He 
ence ag certain cloths ig ao 


apply to Getonae 

Mr. Lister. As mills generally. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—If it : 
plies to Geelong the mills ’ there need 
tuning up. Let me inform the hono! 
able member for Swan (Mr. Prowse) 
that if the imposition of a duty of 30 — 
per cent. will be the means. of British — 
industries becoming es- 
tablished in ‘Australia, and oyr pe 
receiving cheaper woollen goods, the dut. 
is more than justified. In the matte 
of distribution I may inform honorabl 
members that the Lobethal mills TBS 
South Australia have never sold their — 
goods to the wholesale houses, but hav ae 
gone to the distributors in every part of 
the State. Perhaps it would interest th 
honorable member for Corio to know tha 
this factory has not. only distributed its 
goods in South. Australia, but its repre- 
sentatives have come over ‘the border ito 
Victoria, and sold their product in com 
petition with goods manufactured in 
Geelong, notwithstanding that the hee 
orable member says that the Geelon; 
factories cannot afford,to meet the cost 
of distribution. If the Lobethal mill 


others can. With additional mills estab 
lished in different parts of the Common 
wealth production and competition wil 
inerease, and the natural result will de 


consumer at a lower rate. i 

Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) [9. ie: ae 
tend to oppose the amendment for a re 
duction in the rate, and to support on 
for an increase in the duties proposed by 
the Minister for Trade and Customs 
(Mr. Greene). I am going to oppose the 
amendment for the reasons put forward 
Swan 
(Mr. Prowse), and I cannot support the 


T have already given my re asons 
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may be submitted to nail: our raw 
- material to be worked up in Australia 
instead of being sent fo other countries 
for that purpose. Frem the beginning 
of this discussion I have not heard any 
stronger reasons furnished for the im- 
position of a high Tariff than those sub- 
mitted by honorable members who are 
' opposed to high duties. I desire to sce 
industries established in the Common- 
wealth, not in the imterests of the 
capitalist or the workmen, but in the 
amterests cf the country generally, but 
not necessarily under a_ capitalistic 
wégiume. 1 want to see a self-sustained 
country with manufacturing’ industries 
- which will furnish us with a large varicty 
ef cccupations capable of keeping men 
fit, so that they will always be in a posi- 
ion to defend our country. I feel that 
these industries are ‘necessary, and not 


merely to the capitalistic State. A 
change is coming and it may come 
to-morrow, next year, or even the 
year after, when we transfer this 


eapitalistic State to a Bolshevik para- 
ise, when the honorable member for 
“Barrier (Mr. Considine) and the honor- 
~ able member for Bourke (Mr. Anstey) 
will be the Trotskys and: Lenins of this 
new world, the honorable members for 
_ Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) and North 
Sydney (Sir Granville Ryrie) will have 
to demonstrate their loyalty by kissing 
the red flag. Even in that State, and 
under the system changed from that 
‘which we have to that which we desire, 
‘the woollen industry will still be neces- 
sary. It will be as absolutely essential 
to the Bolshevistic State as it is to the 
- eapitalistic State. The Red armies of to- 


- morrow will need to be supplied with’ ! 


clothes, and, therefore, I support it.. I 
have heard the honorable member for 
Indi (Mr. Robert Cook) and the honor- 
able member for Wakefield (Mr. 
Richard Foster) talk of the scandalous 
conduct of the workmen of this country 
who will not work. They go so slow 
- that their employers are dying of starva- 
tion. JT listened again to the arguments 
put forward by the honorable member 
_ for Swan (Mr. Prowse), who told us that 
im this industry people put in 10s. and 
draw out £1. 


| He told us that people — 
_ who started in the industry have, out of 
aes fe aries an trebled’ their. 


after workman, ni Me tit 


capital in two or cies See | 
in a particular State where hal 
country and two-thirds of the popw 
are under the domination of the c 
Labour party. - One honorable meml 

tells us that the workmen will not wo : 
or work so slowly that the bosses cannc 


the honorable member for Scar 
et eae for Walenely 7 


make. What an ay Then th 
is another country, England. The 
orable member for Wakefield believ 


Scene. he desig pais 

Free Trade England. : 
matter to Australia from which cou 
products come that enter into com 
petition with ae ba 
Te | our Bae 


seas, Wet can we be ool pee 
if on the one hand we sa that we 


the ouier i we wave the flag and say ae 
it does not matter what Bods 


the ‘eth So far as ais ete e) 
products from outside is concerned 
1ave as much right to exclude th 
coming from one country as fron 
other. The Minister has told us 
has occurred under the Tariff whic 
had before, which, I believe, was 2 
eent. 


vious Part. 


Mr. Greenn—The 
was 25 per cent. « 

Mr. ANSTEY.—Even — with 
Tariff im this country, where no 
works, bosses made millions of pr 
There are other countries where 
peoplé work, we are told, from I. 
morn to late at night. We read in tl 
newspapers that the cotton-spinners am 
weavers of England are accepting 
per cent. reduction in wages.; 


previous 


aT in BVaivdex ie teat a Bhante: in 2 te 
markets of the world. This is in a 
ountry where there is little or no com- 


petition between the “Micks” and the 
Methodists, an actual. paradise where 


ery one is loyal to the Government. 


Pi set, according to the Minister for Trade 
i and Customs, capitalists are leaving this 


paradise and coming to this country 


where no one works, where some men are 

rning 8s. a day for shovelling 2 tons 
of sulphur in a week, and where we are 
told that men are getting £17 a week to 
play poker in a boiler, where men on the 
_wharfs are earning £2. per day, and 
-the bricklayers, who previously laid 
2,000 bricks a day, now lay nothing. I 


can tell the honorable member for Swan,. 
who has told us this story, that under 


the Tariff it is apparent that we are 
getting the finest clage of ie unatiae's we 


ould get. 
Mr. Prowssz. —What story did I tell 


the honorable member nage it out, but I 
gat here. and listened to ph: story that 


ae Baa yea, penned f) made no Diao: to 
that at all. 


Mr. ANSTEY. —Well, 


E have not 


been downstairs « or PE I have a 
distinct recollection of hearing such a 
statement, and: I ask the Minister for 
Me and Oustoms whether the honor- 


; aot by certain cee: who ona in 
the manufacture. of woollens. 

Mr. Greene. maa ra say, oe that I 
cannot remember. 

Mr. ace 


the “honorable 


Petaebtaneee’ in Leh men in certain 


industries made profits? : 
Mr. Greewz.—I was answering 
honorable member for eee 


no le necessary for us to have. ae 
forced system of immigratidn. We need 

no longer spend seores of thousands of 
pounds and fond immigration agent | 


from all parts of the world to enjoy the 
results pointed out by the honorable 
member: for Swan. 4 


the duty. He shee cut ‘dave ihe da 
mous profits made for the bosses in ¢ 
paradise by workmen who do. very little 
work; where we are cursed with 4 sorts 


or oie Haken in a boiler, or ant s 

of sulphur a week for 8s. a day, and 

to the factory only five days in the we 
and work only one out of the five, anc 
where the less the workmen do the 
greater the profits of the bosses. 
Why should honorable members furnis 
such arguments as these? A Tariff, 
be worth anything at all, should be’ 


as will maintain the eatiietistas of} 


country. According to some of our 
orable friends opposite, there is no 
try where working ‘men work fewer 
x orle, and get mor 

There is 
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other country in which capitalists engaged © 


in industry are making greater profits, 
and there is no country in the world to 
which capitalists are more anxious to 
come than this Australia of ours, where, 
according to the arguments we have just 
heard, no man ever works. Surely that 
is a strong argument in favour of a Pro- 
tectionist Tariff. The honorable member 
for Dampier says that he is'a_Protec- 
tionist—that he wants a Tariff that will 


keep out importations from every coun- 


try except Great Britain. He desires, 


however, that imports from Great Britain ° 


should be allowed to come in free. I do 


not want to see imports coming in from 


any country. The fundamental policy of 
our people should be to make Australia 
self-contained so far as her industries are 
concerned. I care not by what methods 
we secure it, or under what system we 


live, that should be our ' fundamental 
gospel. | 
Mr. Greoory.—Will the honorable 


member tell us in what way these Protec- 
tive duties have improved the conditions 
of the workers of Australia? 

Mr. ANSTEY.—The honorable mem- 
ber puts that question to me despite the 
fact that he himself has furnished a clear 
and distinct argument in support of the 
contention that a Protective Tariff bene- 
fits the people of the country. The honor- 
able member says that in all other coun- 
tries the workers receive low.wages and 
work long hours, whereas in this coun- 
try they receive enormous wages, and do 
no work. a 
Mr. Grecory.—I did not say that. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—Then the_ honorable 
member differs from some of his con- 
freres. The honorable member for Indi 
(Mr. Robert Cook) has put forward that 
view, and the Assistant Minister for De- 
fence (Sir Granville Ryrie) indorses it. 
The honorable member for Dampier 
spasmodically adopts different views. 
There have been a number of manufac- 
turers about the precincts of this cham- 
ber who look at the Tariff from the point 
of view of their own interest. 1 do not 
object to any one coming into the lobbies 
and trying to convince me that a certain 
view is right, especially if. they come 
along with the right sort of argument. 
Manufacturers have furnished many rea- 
sons why there should be a higher Tariff 
to protect the industries in which they 
are interested.. The views of some of 
these gentlemen have been expressed by 
the honorable member for Corio (Mr. 
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ri ee 


lot of little industries growing under the © 


Tariff. Bolas 
Lister). He has told us that “woollen 
manufacturers in this country. can pay 
high wages to workmen who will not 
work—do.not forget’ that they do. not 
work; they simply look on whilst ma-— 
chines do the work for them—and that 
they can make good profits by turning ~ 
out cloth which they sell for -8s., 10s., — 
or 12s. per yard, as the case may be. The ~ 
general public, however, do not get that 
cloth for 8s., or 10s., or 12s. a yard. ~~ 
What they have to pay is something like , = 
three times the price charged for the cloth ~ ~ 
at the factory. The people who make the = 
most. profits out. of the products of our 
factories are not the manufacturers, who | _ 
put their brains and their money into — 
their enterprises, nor the workmen em- 
ployed in those factories, but warehouse- 

men. who do not employ one labourer ~ 
or invest one penny in the ;process of 
manufacturing goods, but simply draw — 
into their warehouses the preducts of 
various factories, and sell them over the ~ 
counter loaded with the blackmail which 
they levy on the general community. ~ 


Mr. Grecory.—Is not the manufae 
turer to blame? When he is given 
special protection, should he not see that 
the consumers, in turn, get some benefit? 


Mr. ANSTEY.—Yes.. But in the ab- 
sence of massed production it is impos- | 
sible for many of our manufacturers to — 
sell direct to the people. Massed pro- — 
duction in a country like this is of the 
ereatest importance. Where you have a — 


influence of the Tariff, the men conduct- ~ 
ing those industries and possessing only — 
a small capital find themselves very 
largely at the.mercy of the wholesale ~ 
establishments. I know of a manufac ~ 
turer in this city—nct in my own con- ~ 
stituency—who could not induce anyiof 
the wholesale houses to handle his pro-— 
duct. In his predicament he went 'to a ~ 
man in Smith-street, and said, “‘ Will © 
you try to place my goods?’’ .The Smith- 
street business man agreed to do so, and =~ 
placed them all over Australia. No 
sooner had he done so than the big whole- 

ne houses told him. that if he put out 
any more of those goods they would re 
fuse to supply him with other materials 
that he required. He was blackmailed, 

and could do nothing. That state of — 
affairs is not due to any failure on the 
part of the Tariff. It should be part of endl 
our national policy to provide common 
storage for the output of our factories 


ree 


‘ tralia. 
ceive good wages, and the proprietor is 
able to 


erie and that sola of Pellets whe 
charge the people three times the factory 
cost of ‘the goods they sell. 


> into this . building 
stockings made in Aus- 
The employees in the factery re- 


recently pee 
samples of ladi 


get a fair return on his capital 
_ by selling these stockings at 12s. per 
dozen. That is the factory cost, but the 
people have to pay four times that price 
for them. The factory cost is doubled 
in some cases it is trebled, by the whole. 
sale houses, and then the retailer has to 
get This. profit. — T am quite ‘prepared to 
admit that, given a monopolist? indus- 
try, you get exploitation, but the ex- 
ploitation of the people of Australia is 
carried out. for the most part by men 


who do not put a penny into manutac- | 


turing enterprises. It will be necessary 
for the Government to take other action 
to protect the people.in that respect. 
_ Despite the high wages paid, the alleged 
_ indifference of our workmen, and the fact 
that we are told that they werk only a 
few hours per day, the actual costs of the 
_ output of our factories are as low as costs 
in any cther country. What we have to 
protect ourselves against is net the cost 


of the products as sold at our. fac- 
tories, but the _ explcitation to 
which the people are — subjected 
after the goods leave the factories. 


_ The argument raised by those’who are op- 

posed to the Minister’s proposal, and also 
raised by the Minister himself, affords 
me an opportunity to show. what this 
-eountry can do, and to state once more 
that I am prepared to support the Minis- 
ter or anybody who raises the Tariff one 
step higher, not for the benefit. of any in- 
dividual, be he the investor of capital or 
the man who labours, but fundamentally 
with the object of establishing industries. 
Under any and every method, I support 
the establishment of industries which can 
be better carried on here than in any 
“Other: country in the world. : 


Mr. LIVINGSTON (Barker) 19. 
AD regard the woollen industry a3 one of 
the most important in this country. It — 
is well known that Australia produces not 
_ only the finest class of, wool in the world, 
tf ‘but also the best class of workmen. We 
are an educated people, 80 per cent. of | 
om a able to have accounts a) Savings 


TEER or other banks, | 
of this industry is the grower of wool, 


ma The honor-’ 
able member for one (Mr. J. H. Catts) 


30 ].— 


The rouitdation: 


and then comes the shearer. We know 
that every shearer is paid according to 
the result of his labour, as I believe every 
man in every industry should be paid 
. The honorable member for Ballarat. (Ma. 
MeGrath) has told us that few working Ph 
men, when they. die, leave any estate sup 
ject to probate duties: but I can inform 
that honorable member that jn my dis- 
trict many of the landholders started 
asshearers. They have ach'eved thei 
present position beeause ,_ they have 
alivays~ been allowed to do their 4 
best as good men; and  th’s shows 
that every mah’ should be: paid_ according 
to, the results of his labour. J. should 
like to se2 the woollen industry so estab- . 
lished as to make every man employed. 
din it a shareholder in the business and 
in the profits, for «this provides the 
strongest incentive for him: to give ‘of his 
best. In Australia to- -day the great mis- 
take is made of always starting new in-— 
dustries in the big cities. -Why should 
not the manufacture of wool be con- 
ducted in our big wool centres, where 
there is water running to waste, and every 
facility for successful operations? AY 
that is required is to take the workmen — 
there, and house them at cheap rents, . 
When Mr. Smail came to Australia to — 
select the best sites for woollen mills, he — 
traversed the whole of the country, ine 
cluding the south-eastern portion « i 
South Australia, which he described as 
the best place in the world for the pur- 
pose. In that part of Australia there is — 
the necessary water, wood, wool, and so 
forth; but Mr. Smail pointed out that 
there were no conveniences for workin 
‘men, including cottages and_ schools 
This had to be admitted; but I pointed 
out to Mr. Smail that in South Australia 
we had the most beautiful stone to be 
found in any part of the Empire, and- 
that we can build more cheaply there. 
than elsewhere. It would be easy, I said, — 


Bm 
to remove the workmen to the mills in 


A 
the country, and provide schools and 
other conveniences. However, the ten- 
righ 'g . to Hes all industi les into 


heen cober ok we may adopt, we must en ; 
deavour tc get the people on to the 
land in the ey for Mato eo 


ie ASS 


"require the Saahliaiieny of many die 


. a tries, but we cannot hope for them if an 
“educated people is ground down without 


a proper share of ‘the proceeds of “ 


work they do. 
system something like that adopted at 
the Sunlight 
~ bury’s 


Sans, 


 orable 
“MeGrath) said that that was what the 
~ honorable 
latter offered no contradiction. 


What is required is 


soap works and Cad- 
factories in England. 
in England can_ be 


cocoa 
the workers 


_ given a share in the profits, why not 
an Australia? 

‘who are the best paid do the best work. 

“The honorable member for Corio (Mr. 

: the manufac- | 
- turers of wool should be the distributors. 


We all know that the men 


Lister) submitted that 
Mr. Lisrmr.—I did not say that. 
Mr, LIVINGSTON.—When the hon- 


meniber for Ballarat > (Mr. 


member had contended, the 


We all 


“know that it is impossible for manufac- 


turers to do the distributing work; there 


_ must be distributors as well as manutac- 


anemorial. 


ty 


4 LET AE 
, a8 there haVe been from time im- 

I do not believe in low wages, 
our Australian 


turers 


‘because, In my opinion, 


“workmen are capable of earning every. 


As 
if 


more. 
onions, 


and 
on 


receive, 
duty 


shilling they 
the proposed 


there is a country in the world that can 


grow this comniedity it is 
especially in the Western District of Vic- 
-toria and the south-east of South Aus- 
tralial 
£3 per ton, 
_ eheaper than in any other country. 
have every necessary of life here, and all 


knows, 
badly required at the present tifne. 


Australia, 


Onions and potatoes are to-day 
and living. in Australia is 


We 


ihat is wanted is proper distribution. So 
far as food is concerned, there is the 
greatest trouble in the matter of distribu- 
tion; but I hope that before long we shall 
have cheap woollen goods, for, goodness 
clothing and blankets are very 


Mr. GABB (Angas) [9.36].—It is my 
autention to oppose the amendment. for 


veduction of duty, and to support the 


‘schedule. 


to move for even 


I understand that one hon- 
on ‘this side intends 
a higher duty than 
that proposed by the Minister: but if 
such an amendment is subniitted, I shall 
‘oppose it. While a Protectionist, I re- 

eognise the truth of the statement made 


erable member 


by the honorable member for Moreton 
(Mr. Wienholt), who said that if we go 
ai % fed hot ” for Protection, the pene 


Se cra ae b 


‘demand for blankets 


in 2h abe fact that if in war ti 


ee will, in. due “course, sw 


a to items, bat to. ‘answer a stat i, 
ment made by the honorable member for 
Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster), , 
in a somewhat similar spirit to tha 
bares by the Cook, omen ays, 


fair are 
“Mr. Rosertr Coox. —I Bi som 0 
them do not. ° . : 
Mr. @ABB.— The’ honorable membe 


against the woollen mills because 
and flannels 


not being met. When he said na 


I interjected, ‘“ Why cannot 
work . three © shifts?” meaning — 
mills, and the honorable member. re 
plied, © “They will not work even om 


shift,” meaning the workers. Then 
honorable ‘member went on to refe 
the Lobethal Mills. We have done some 
curious things in ‘South Australia. ae 


ence 6f that pseudo-patriotism SO: 
abroad, and the place that was eal 
Lobethal is now ‘known as Tweedvale. 
is in my electorate, and I know the 
eH people engaged at” the woollen m 


orable members in the. Govern ae 
ner describe, as the decentralization — 
industries. If I am not mistaken, tl 
mills were established i in that distric 


the peoples settlers of German origin, F n 
7 resent the accusation ne the hon rable 


Set 

‘Mr. GABB.—I cannot say; tae aa 
do not, that innovation must be of 1 
date. If my memory serves me 
duaae the war that mill was never 1 


fires shifts might be: eeu now, 


envy him his position. 


ty 


enti: to ae ‘the keen seen fie 

bla: kets and flannels for civilian purposes 
- mentioned by the honorable member for 
Wakefield. I am satisfied that employees 
are available to work the metropolitan 
mills three shifts, if the owners want to 
do so; but probably. the present, high 
suit. 
holders, and they are not keen on bring- 
3 ing down the cost too rapidly. <A pro- 
-minent member of the Senate said the 
other night that wool for blankets was re-. 
cently sold to the manufacturer as low as 
$d. per Ib., and that the average price 
was about $d. Tam prepared to accept 
his statement, because he is intimately as- 
‘sociated with the woollen industry, and is, 
probably, one of the most prominent 
‘woollen experts in Australia. Certainly 


he is not a Labour man, and therefore, 


eannot be said he would . make 
any statement against the mill-owners 
unless the position was as he stated. 
‘It is up to the woollen manufacturers 


of this country, if there ig an extra 


demand for blankets and flannel, to try 
and meet it. I believe in Protection to 
help our manufacturers to establish indus- 
tries, but I also want fair treatment for 
the employees and the consuming public. 
I hope the schedule will stand, because I 
am confident that if there is one business 
‘in which we can hold our own with the 
rest of the world, it is the production of 
_ woollen goods, 
manufacturers sufficient protection to en- 
able them to become well established. 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [9.44].—The 
honorable member for Indi (Mr. Robert 
- Cook) made some reference a few 
minutes ago to two Combines that were 
| co-operating in connexion with this item. 
The exact language used by him does not 
gare me very much, though it seems 

to have perturbed some honorable mem- 
aa Reference has also been made to a 
statement of mine. The honorable mem- 


ber. for Ballarat (Mr. McGrath) says 


he is glad that he does not belong to the, 


Corner party. I am sure that we do not 
: ‘He made it clear 
that he was quite satisfied that the Tariff 
‘inereased the cost of living, and he is 
stent that he is going to vote for 

dd duties on on re items. The 


the managers and share-_ 


Tariff EEE SOON 2 


with the other 


provided we give our. 


_ by asking for increased duties, 
declare our inefiiciency. 


‘ciency were ane hs sen a. reason ly 
competitive system, there would be no 
need for this 30 per cent. Tariff, but | 
cause other manufacturers propose 


ples 


come to Australia to join in the Com 


to exploit the people of Australia, b 
going to vote for the increases. The 
orable member for Bourke (Mr, An 
is prepared to defend the working m: 
whether right or wrong, and he point 


out that the warehousemen are expl 


the people. But what does the wareho 
man exploit the people out of? Do not 
honorable members see clearly that s 

is a defectiveness within Australia? A 
is an increased “Tariff to remedy this s ¥ 


| of affairs. Are we gong’ to continue: c 


The mmadapen! of 
Bureau of Commerce knows that, w. 
ever he is prepared to go on with hig wool- 
len mill cheme, he can have £1,000 of m 
capital to help the project; ‘but Ts 
will argue that 25 per’ cent. duty, toget r 
loaded charges in: ; 
favour as against familie ae the | 
other end of the world, is ample... Hono: 
able members cannot raise the blac 
labour question in regard to this indust 
ag they have done in regard to other i in 
dustries. Our competitors employ whit 
labour, paid at the same rate of wages a 
our own workmen. As a matter of f. 


their coal is dearer, and their fac’ 


generally are not so good as in Austré 

In these circumstances, I cannot see y 

we should 
The mere fa 
that honorable members s Cone a are ag 


ber for Foals drew eee to ih 


figures which I submitted two or thre 
days ago in connexion with this item, 
but I may point out that I was not th 
referring to companies. | mentio1 
that the Commonwealth Governm@ 
under the War Precautions Act, had eo: 
mandeered twenty-two of the mills alr ! 


of £1,144,000,. and operated them fo: 
years and four months at a profit ol 
£1, Fits 000, Hate nae it epi ik 


jereased | preston is now “asked. 


8650 


under exceptional circumstances; but ithey 
did not work longer than eight hours a 
shift. This shows clearly that woollen 
_ manufacture is a natural secondary indus- 
try to Australia. It is a libel to say that 
members of the Corner party are Iree 
Traders. 
industry honestly needs protection, we 
are prepared to concede it. We are 
ready to consider this question of Tariff 
duties from all stand-points. There are 
other industries to be considered, and 
we want honorable members to apply 
to them the same line of argument as 
they would use for their own pet indus- 
tries. In the interest of Australha I 
hope that they will do so. 

Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [9.51].— 
I am opposed to any reduction in these 
duties. , 

Mr. Wrennoitt.—Will you support an 
increase? . 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—One at a time is 
said to be good fishing. When the pro- 
posal for an increase is before the Com- 
mittee it will be time to state my posi- 
tion in that regard. Honorable members 
‘who ask for a reduction of the duty on 
woollen goods argue that the local manu- 
facturers do not require the protection 
given and ought to be able to compete 
with outside goods on a smaller duty, but 
they lose sight of the fact that the ques- 
tion of the high cost of living or high 
price of commodities is not solved by the 
adoption of either a Free Trade or a 
Protective. policy. If we develop our 
industries by imposing a high Tariff we 


are justified in doing it, so long as we. 


fake steps to prevent the local manutfac- 
turer from fleecing the people by making 
excessive profits, but I repudiate the sug- 
gestion of the honorable member for 
Swan (Mr. Prowse) that honorable mem- 
bers of the Labour party are looking to 
Pretection to solve the question of the 
high cost of living. Whether we adopt 
a volicy of Protection or Free Trade we 
shall always have control of prices by 
Combines either inside or outside —Aus- 
tralia. The honorable members for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) and Swan (Mr. 
Prowse) have spoken of the overhead 
charges of sending our raw material 
away and bringing it back again in the 
manufactured state; and it is a disgrace 
to think that our primary products— 
wools, metals, and other lines—have to go 
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sumer will get his clothes cheaper by the 


If it can be shown that any 


Trader in the House. 


abroad and be brought back as finished 
articles. 4 hea 

Mr. Prowsz.— Does the honorable — 
member imagine that the Australian con- — 


increascd duty ? | > 
“Mr. LAZZARINI.—The Labour party ee! 
wil] see that he gets his clothes at a rea- 
sonable rate. © : Meath 
Mr. Prowss.—But why is the honor- ~ 
able member prepared to give the woollen — 
mills conditions under which they will be ~ 
allowed to exploit us further? 3 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—I am not pre 
pared to do so. If the honorable mem- 
ber and others had followed our advice — 
nine months ago when we put forward — 
certain suggestions the manufacturers — 
would not be doing this. I have had a 
long experience in the retail trade, and I — 
know that the Combines and Trusts that — 
bind the retailers most effectively are the 
importing firms. Of course; we realize 
that these Combines are but the natural 
development of the growth of commer- — 
cialism, but nevertheless we must deal 
with them. The honorable member for — 
Swan has claimed that the manufacture — 
of woollen goods is a natural secondary ~ 
industry for Australia.- He is quite ~ 
right, and I shall give my support to a © 
duty which will afford it some protection. — 
If a still higher duty is proposed I shall — 
give the matter consideration when the — 
time comes to do so. | ee 

Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [9.55].—L 
have listened to the debate on this par- 
ticular item of the Tariff with a good — ~ 
deal of interest. It has been rather _ 
amusing to listen to the arguments put — 
forward cn both sides, in the main justi- — 
fying the item in the schedule or an in- 
crease In the duty. One honorable mem- ~ 
ber sitting in the corner has denied the 
allegation that his party is a Free Trade 
party. It appears to me, after listening — 
to the debate, that there is not a Free ~ 


Na 
Bi 
a 

ai 


Mr. Ht1.—Except the honorable — 
member, © en 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am not a Free © 
Trader, ncr am I a Protectionist. It 
seems to me that honorable members — 
want protective duties on the goods they — 
have to sell, and a reduced Tariff or 
none at all on the commodities or articles 
they wish te purchase or use. Mee 


AUeE 
**, 


“Mr. di Poway bie are. “very fa 
tems which the farmers sell that can 
e protected by ordinary methods. 


Mr.” CONSIDINE. Lethe : 


honorable — 


memiber’s party has been very loud ie 


emanding - Protection for primary pro-. 
ucts, and in asking for Free Trade on 


BEA gricultural machinery and other items, 
- Other honorable menibers urge that the 


present Tariff should be maintained, or 
es that the duties should be higher still. 
We are treated to the statement that the 
Australian worker works a jolly sight 
‘ Ti 
m 
| note of view to hear it said that the 
Australian engaged in any industry can 
produce more profit for the employing 
class than do his fellows in other coun- 
: The honorable meta her for 


ithe ateitinde as ipa when he says that 
it is a case of tweedledum and tweéedledee 
to the working classes, having regard to 
the conditions under which they are living 

t present whether they have Protection 
or Free Trade. That being the case, why 
should the representatives of the work- 
ing class support either policy? I think 
it was Sir George Reid who labelled the ° 
Labour party as “ fiscal atheists ” because 
hey supported either Free Traders or 
Protectionists so long as their 
_ programme was carried out. I do not 
agree with the stand-point taken up by 
the honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
_ Anstey), but the reason he advanced for 
' representatives of the working classes 
supporting a Protective Tariff was to my 
@mind the most logical. He said that it 
would help to develop the country indus- 
_trially by. Causing fresh industries to be 


night tale over and utilize in ‘their own 
instead of helping their poli- 
ical and economic enemies to increase 


heir ic of exploiting the great 


ng elements, ihe importers and manufac- 
Ma Ss our contention is ere bay 


aaetion of a. 
ae. 
wages or Free 


» 


in Australia. 


own 


Trade and low wages, eae tae) 
worker receives, on the average, only fi 
sufficient, to keep him and his famil 
or the Free Trader rules, 

as a working-class baer 1 
not, to take sides with el 


tion of the exploiters, but to “say, 


Gentlemen, settle it in your own way,” 


and to point out to the workers that i 
is their duty to organize themselves with : 
a view to altering | the economic system, _ 
eliminate profit making, and utilize the 
machinery of wealth production - in their 
own interests. In this way they will pu 
an end to these, controversies that mean 
nothing to them. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10. 21. — 
J have moved a reduction lof the duty on 
woollen goods imported from the Unites 
Kingdom, and not one argument ha: 
been advanced to show that the duty 
proposed in the schedule is necessary for 
the carrying on of woollen manufacture 
The last duty imposed b 
this Parliament on woollens was 25 per 
-ecent., which I ask shall be continued. , ~ 

Mr. Gass.—The honorable member has. 
not adduced any argument to prove that . 
the additional duty is not necessary. 

Mr. GREGORY.—It has been Showa: 
that the manufacturers have made enor 
mous profits, that during the war they 
did not care a straw for the interests of. 
the people, and that flannels and Blanket 
are almost unobtainable in Australia to 
day. I am asking for a little concession 
to the Old Country. The honorable me 
ber for Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster 
said that he would support a 30 per cent 
duty because of a statement made by th 
Minister (Mr. Greene) regarding the pro- — 
ee nf large firms in England estab- 


ment, which was ce Protectiontar 
imposed a 30 per cent. duty on woollens: 
at the instance of the then Minister for 
Customs (Sir Robert Best). Can any 
body say that that high duty was ben 
ficial either to Victoria or to the woolle 


period a ihe Taautanon prouattad 
Vacs at about that time, with the area 


assuming that dled ‘protective. dutie 
were not good fo ar 


ig 
We 


aris Sh 
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the ate for are during the next few 
years. Not long after the passing of the 
‘McKinley Tariff in America, Congress 
went to the country, and the party re- 


tminiously defeated. I am satisfied that 
the same result will follow the imposition 
of this Tariff in Australia. I commend 


the article on “Imperial Protection” by 
MM. ©. Coates, at page 20, in the book 
- which the Minister has provided for the 
use of members, and which has been pre- 
pared by one who seems to be making a 
living out of high Protection.» If honor- 
able members realized the sacrifices made 
by the Old Country they would feel that 
it was their duty to give a little extra 


preference to our kinsmen overseas. If 


my amendment is defeated I shall move 
a further amendment to provide for a 
' reduction of the duty a few years hence. 
I have always had the impression that 
these protective duties are needed for 
only a certain period, and I shall take 
further action accordingly. 


 Question—That the words proposed to 
be inserted in sub-item F be so inserted 
_ (My. Grucory’s amendment) be agreed 


- to—put. The Committee divided. 
wl Ayes... foe ENS 
Noes... Ms eae 
UY . . fom 
Majority | va) ae 


Bowden, E. K, Wienholt, A. 
- Cook; Robert 


Foley, G. Tellers: 
| Gregory, H. Hill, W. C. 
hele J. HH. ‘Page, James, . 
Ke Nogs. 
i iste, F. | Lazzarini, H.. P. 
“Bayley, J. G. Lister; J, H. 
elie Gh Si. Livingston, J. 
Blakeley, A. | Mackay, G. H. 
Blundell, R. P. Makin, N..J. O. 
' Cameron, D. C. Mathews, J? 


MeGrath, D.C. 
Moloney, Parker 
Riley, E. 

Rodgers, A. 8. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 


Charlton, M. : 
‘Cook, Sir Joseph 
“Corser, E. B. C., 
- “Cunningham, L. L. 
Foster, Richard 


“Gabb, do: M. Watkins, D. 

witeweens, WM. Wise, G. H. 
Groom, Li. E. Tellers: 
‘Hay, <A. | Burchell, R, J. 
Ag , W. ad jae Wi ER 
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‘sponsible for the high, duties was igno-. 


-eent.? 


to the attention of honorable members 


‘moving the amendment is that, af 


| tes Daa, arti ele, 
| ied 


‘ far 
“Mr. MATHEWS (fetbourne Port 
[10. 13}.~—L. move? ia 

That the following words las ps 
item ¥:—‘“ And on and after 26th May, | 


British, 35 per cent.; eee 45. 
cent. ; general, 50 per cent.” “rar 


Mr. Hitt. 7 ee not make. it 10 ) ¥ 


Mr. MATITEWS eRe cae a ‘se 
sible thing to do that. My reason f 


late war, as after all wars, the commerei 
world is in a disturbed condition, and I 
fearful of what may take place. 1 
Australia to be prepared to meet eve 
alities; and, In my opinion, if we 
this protection, we. shall have outsid 
manufacturers coming here to estabiis 
industries instead of confining — é 
operations to Great Britain and othe: 
countries. a ; 
-Amendment ieedtted, 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10. 16 
suggested to the Minister the oth 
that leather cloth, which in the 193 
Tariff ig ineluded i in item 105., should 
placed again in that position, insteac 
in item 105u. I ask the Minister . 
has considered the suggestion? 


Mr. GREENE (Richmotd iene 
for Trade and Customs). [10.17].—1] 
considered it, and have decided tha 
the circumstances the article should 
dutiable at the rates provided im it 
105n. A small duty is imposed on 1 
it 18 an article which comes into 
competition with Australian leather. 
move— 
That the item ‘ok amended. by wads ae 
lowing words:—“r, Piece goods dutiab 
higher rate than that payable under & 
item, ‘imported for the manufacture of 
proofed piece goods, as prescribed by 
mental by-laws, on and gfter 26th May, 


ad. val., British, 10; intermediate, 20; 
Ri be 


Honorable members will see that: we 
prooted cloth prepared with rubber, 
and so on is dutiable at certain r 
happens that a very light woollen ma 
which is not manufactured in this ¢ 
try, is used for waterproofing, and m1 
the item as it stands is dutiable at. 30, 
and 45 per cent., the same rates be: 
plicable to waterproofed cloth und 
item #, that is, the raw material for w 
proofing i ig ee at. the same rate 


/ venue. 
i cota in my own Me nai 
that is to say, we ber Mee atattursrs of 


aterproofing to get the raw material at 
lower rate of duty than is charged on 


‘aterproof. They have the benefit of the 


ifference between the rates on water- 
roof material, namely, 30, 40, and 45 per 
- cent., and 1 hi now proposed. The pro- 
_ position is, I think, a fair one. I have 
— looked into it carefully since the Tariff 
_ was framed, and I recommend the Com- 
- mittee to accept it. 
“Mr. GREGORY Fan pier) [10. 20].— 
I hope that the eater will report 
ii Ugo 


Greenr.— 1 desire to Amish this 


‘ item to- night. 
rae GREGORY — ek that 
_amendments of the schedule which in- 
yolve the insertion of new sub-items 
_ should be placed upon the business-paper. 
Mr. Greene.—That would give rise to 
a nice state of affairs, 

Mr. Jamus Page. —But is the ethod 
which is being followed fair to the Com- 
mittee? We have not the knowledge that 
is possessed by the Minister. He makes 
a statement, and we have to swallow it: 
Bees Gaeann. —It is a lower duty, and 
not. ie higher one, that is proposed. 

4 GREGORY. —I wish to contest 
i ce of the Minister under depart- 
mental by-laws to effect transfers from 
one item to another. I can cite instances 
in which, notwithstanding that Parlia- 
ment has imposed specific duties upon 
certain. articles, those duties have been 
remitted by the Minister. Under items 
174 and 404 of the schedule, I intend to 
aise this matter. — | 

Mr. Matrurews.—Does the honorable 
member sug ggest that it should be te an 
urgent matter? | 

Mr. GREGORY.—¥E submit that it 
ought not to be within the province of the 
Minister to say that an article shall not 
bear the duty which has been, imposed 

upon it by Parliament. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 

for Trade and Customs) [10.23].—I 
| Lppreciate the.,difficulty of the honorable 
/ member in following these alterations. 
> But the particular alteration which I 
have ok is a Nonbfa ae one. 


Dampier (Mr. 
see that there is a very good reaso 
why these amendments cannot be place 


-water-proofed goods. 


D castise ‘Gouge have ‘upon ‘the 3 
These matters are ae ae 


even give the Clerk of the House oe 
notice of them. Nobody knows what. 
going to be proposed until I rise 


propose it. 


Mr. Jamus Pace.—That is oniye in . 
spect of a reduction of duty. Bae 

Mr. GREENE.—It applies. both! to 
reduction and an increase of duty. I 


man outside knows that a reduction 1 1s go : 


anything out of bond. pan: the oth 
hand, af he is aware me an increas 


as possible. 
Gregory) will, 


upon the notice-paper. 
ticular instance, 
raw material 


In this pax 
there is a class of 
he ae is imported fo 


the purpose of being manufactured in ; 
Under the Tarif... 
upon thi : 


the same rate is. charged 
material as is levied upon the finishe 
article. The latter, therefore, gets no 
protection whatever, and the amendmen 


is designed to give it a certain measure 


of protection. 


Amendment agreed to. : 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Powe 
[10.26].—I desire to move the insertio 
of a new sub-item s relating to cott 
goods in imitation of woollen, and I wis 
the rate of duty to be fixed at 35 per cent 


under the British Preferential Tariff, 4 


per cent. under the intermediate Tariff 

and 50 per cent. under the general Tari 
Mr, James Pacu.—lI rise to a pout 

order. 

by the Chairman of Committees only, last 

week, I submit that it is not compete 

for any private member to move the 


‘sertion of a new item. 


The DEPUTY CHATRMAN (at ‘ 
Atkinson).—The honorable member for — 
Maranoa is quite right. The ruling 
given was that it is not competent for 
any private member to move for the | 
sertion of a new item in the schedu 
My difficulty is to know whether the item 


, which the honorable member for- ‘Mel- ; 
y bourne Ports wishes to insert is connecte nt 


_ 
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with any item which is already in the 
Tariff. If it be an entirely new item, he 
will not be in order in moving it. 

Mr. James Pace.—We have already 
placed a duty upon cotton goods. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—We | have coming 
into Australia to-day, in imitation of 
woollen goods; goods which are made en- 
tirely of cotton. Unless we place some duty 
upon them, the object which we have in 
view will be defeated. I hope that the 
Minister will do something in the direc- 
tion which I have suggested before the 
Tariff reaches the Senate. | 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [10.29].—This 
matter has been brought under my notice 
only within the last day or two. I have 
not, therefore, had time to look into it. 
At the present moment, I do not feel dis- 
posed to take any action in the direction 
suggested. But, later on, if it be found 
necessary to take action along the limes 
suggested by the honorable member for 
Melbourne Ports (Mr. Mathews), I will 
reconsider the matter and acquaint the 
Committee with my decision in due 
course. ! 
' Ttem, as amended, agreed to. 

Progress reported. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


DELAYED Dertivery oF TELEGRAM. 


Motion (by Mr. Greene) proposed— 


That the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [10.30].— 
I have been asked to bring before the 
Postmaster-General a matter for serious 
complaint, having to do with the Tele- 
graph Department. It is contained in a 
letter from the Secretary of the Aus- 
tralasian Coal and Shale Employees 
Federation, which is as follows— 

J am enclosing a wire and a letter handed to 
me a few days ago at Lithgow. I think it 
nothing short of a scandal for a telegram to 
be kept locked up in a drawer in the post-office 
for about a week. The wife naturally felt 
keenly the loss of her child. Her grief, how- 
ever, was accentuated by what she believed to 
be the callous treatment of her husband in fail- 
ing to come home in response to her telegram, 
which was carefully locked up at the post- 
office, Lithgow. Can you do anything to shake 
the Postal authorities up? 
The telegram referred to in that com- 
munication was. despatched from Young 
to Mr. Ackley, care of the Lithgow Mine, 


f 
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It is signed by Mrs. Ackley, and states 


» ey yh hes Sha a 
2 hal 


and it is dated, at Lithgow, 29th April 


f° 


The wire was not delivered to Mr. Ackley 
until 7th May. The letter explaining the 
position,°as written by Mr. Ackley to the 
Secretary of the Coal and Shale. Em- — 
ployees Federation, states— ) ia 

Concerning this wire, I have been calling 
three times a week regularly, and did so this 
week. I called yesterday and got a letter from 
Mrs. Ackley, asking me why I did not come 
home to fix things up. When I read the 
letter, I saw there was something wrong. I 
went hack to the post-office and told them 
there was a death telegram there for me. The* — 
young man looked for.twenty minutes, and 
came back and told me there was no wire there 
for me. This morning I saw the postmaster. 
He had a look, and came back with this wire, ~ 
and told me that it. had been_locked up in a 
drawer. Very hard! ~ rs 
I ask the Postmaster-General if he will © 
make full inquiries into this matter. I ~ 
need not stress the hardship which has 
been imposed upon a bereaved family by, 
apparently, gross carelessness. oe 

Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Postmaster— — 
General) [10.32].—If the honorable ~ 
member will let me have the telegram, to- ~ 
gether with the other particulars, I shall — 
have full inquiries made into the whole _ 
of the circumstances to-morrow. Pe 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Baby died this morning. 


Pave Loa 
Ey Sy Oe ae 
oH F 


House adjourned: at 10.33 p.m. ae 


House of Representatives — 
Thursday, 26 May, 1921. 


Mr. Acting Sreaxer (Hon. F. Bam- 
ford) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and 
read prayers. ) a 
DUTY ON PRUNES. | 


Mr. HILL.—When Item 53 of the” 
Tariff schedule was under discussion, the 
Minister for Trade and Customs pro-— 
mised to consider whether an additional — 
duty on prunes was necessary. Has he» 
done so? rt ae 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes, and the evidence 
gathered so far shows that American 
prunes are being dumped into this coun- 
try at a price which would give the pro~ 
ducer less than 1d. per lb: The inquiry, 


. 


- an hike Uo ube Government, and 
( eouring to yeas He as soon as pos every claim made by the State which na : 
ble, and if the first impression is borne been in order has bgt paid by us. 
out, Gs shall ask the-Committee of Ways i: 
and Means to take suitable action. BUREAU OF SCIENCE AN De 


IRON AND STEEL DUTIES. INDUSTRY. 


— Comp artson with AMERICAN AND New APPOINTMENTS. 
Frencu TaRirrs. © 
, he ATKING 8 with ts: Know if” Pani gad Gaskets if it is tisondene that 
es Nee for Trade and Customs has the officers to be appointed to two posi- 
had the contents of the documents circu- tions under the Bureau of Science and 
meee and authorized by the ae: enti shall start work almost imm 
Industries Protection League checked by | 
the Customs Department, and, if so, can Mr. GREENE.—The appointments: 
he -indorse the certification of that will date from the time that they ar 
organization in respect to—(a) the cor- actually made, when the officers ap 
‘rectness of the comparisons, (b) the ac- pointed will take up their duties... 
curacy of the duties on the items con- | 
tained in those comparative schedules. 
- Mr. GREENE.—Yes. I had _ the 
figures checked, and can vouch for their 
ney: ! 


or engaging in commercial ee i 
this country ? 


Lake agreed to paloma a Veiek is, Sir JOSEPH roe 
tion, and he paid all the money he could on it. I COO Dam not 


He has been in occupation for some time. He aware that that is so. Regulations are 
made application to the Soldiers’ Settlement in force which enable us to review cer- % 
Board for an advance, and his application was tain proposals, but their object is cer- 7 


ecommended in March last, and his papers tainly not interference with American 
marked accordingly. Before the Edwmnce’ of us 


£547 was made, the Board was advised by the eapital and enterprise in this country, 
Commonwealth Department not to make any which we rather welconie. I have, t 


“more advances to applicants desiring to pur- learn that any disability has been placed 
hase freehold land, until after the end of the on any American company here. ~ 
present financial year (June). y ee paey cn 
"8 the mle if he hihi state, age | WAR GRATUITIES. 
@ arrangements now existing ween 
the Commonwealth and the States for the . Mr, BELL.—Is the Acting Prime Min 
settlement of soldiers on the land. ister in a position to make ‘his promise 
Mr. RODGERS.—The statement read statement regarding the cashing of wa 
ratuity bonds? : 
by the honorable member is not correct, 8 
because the Commonwealth Government Sir JOSEPH COOK (By leave). — : 
as not at any time asked the Queens- Baye a short statement to make alone 
land, or any other State, Government to 
I @frain from purchasing freehold or other 
The Commonwealth Government 
nmdertook to provide the money necessary _ Ae 
or the settlement of soldiers on the land. Sir J OSEPH COOK.—I hope that 3 
Fant and» agreed upon quotas of men and will not be debated. I propose merely 
oney for each State, ‘this agreement to nel oe has been done. i 
ing come to at two conferences of Com- 
monwealth and State Ministers. Finan- 
| provision has been made by the Com- ment was to pay certain gratuities to. ‘a 
onwealth Government during the pre- who had rendered war service. We we 
year: ee the fees of bal die to aN Is, 6d. ei day to ahi memb 


ar 


of the Naval Forces and to every mem- 
ber of the Australian Imperial Force 
nt who went on active service outside Aus- 
tralia, the period for which payment was 
to be made being from the date of em- 
barkation of each man to the 28th June, 
1919. It was arranged, too, that we 
should pay a gratuity of 1s. per day to 
each man who had enlisted for active 
service but did not embark, and the maxi- 
mum period for which this eratuity was 
to be paid was six months. To carry out 
these obligations it was estimated that 
-£30,000,000 would be required, and as 


that was considered at that time a sum 


that would strain the financial resources 
of the country, having regard to our other 
heavy war obligations, it was decided to 
issue bonds bearing interest at the rate 
of 54 per cent., free of taxation, and re- 
—deemable in 1994. The original -under- 
_ standing was that this would be a four 
years’ arrangement, and that the total 
amount involved would be £30,000,000, 
but it seems to me now that when all lia- 
bilities have been met in connexion with 
the issue of these bonds the expenditure 
will be within £28,000,000. 

Mr. Marnews.—The Government ought 
to pay the other £2,000,000 to the sailors 
_ of the mercantile marine. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We have about 
as much as we can manage now. The 
bonds actually issued to the 30th April re- 
presented £25,831,936. Some claims have 
not yet been lodged—why, I donot know; 
' but perhaps some soldiers or dependants 
do not intend to lodge them. Others have 
been lodged, but have not yet been deter- 
mined. All sorts of complications arise, 
even in So simple a matter as determining 
who is the rightful claimant. Sometimes 
there are two claimants for the same 


bond. Many other phases of the kind are 


being investigated by the Board set up for 
the purpose. A great many claims are only 
now being sent in. 
that another £2,000,000 will cover the 
balance of our liabilities. Of the 
£25,831,936 worth of bonds issued, cash 
; payments have been made by the Govern- 
ment through the banks to the amount of 
-£6,000,000. In addition, cash payments 
have been made directly by the Govern- 
ment totalling £2,276,372. Other bonds 


have been cashed by employers, traders, 


_ life assurance companies, and others, to a 
value of £5,136,799. The total cash orcash 


But I should think | 


ae. pull pe to po pa of 


amounted to £13,413,171. The bon 
still held by soldiers and dependants tot 
£12,418,765. It will be seen, therefore, 
that of the total bonds issued more tk 
half have been already cashed. The 
vernment have all along continued 
practice of cashing bonds in necenit ae 
cases, and for soldiers wishing to mar 
If a soldier is in particularly necessit 
circumstances he applies to the Treasu 
and after investigation of the man’s - 
tion we cash his bond. | 


ever great he diffoulty may be. 
that some cases are most difficult a co 
plex, and for a variety of reasons. In 
320,000 gratuities have been issued, 


which ° 170 ,000 have been alren y 
cashed. I “hope the bulk of © th 
holders of the remaining 150,00 


Yi st as tarts to hold their pee 


can hold them will be pe cae ye 
so. At the time the bonds were issu 
certain requests were made to the 
vernment for the payment of cash, ; 


£6,000 000. worth would be cmehed | in 
diately by the banks on presentatio1 
the bonds. We promised, further, 
liquidate another £10,000,000 worth by 
the end of the present hone ‘We placed 
first in the category of those who, are ~ 

obtain cash out of the £6,000,000 
vided by the banks widows of mem 3 
of the Forces, and next in order of 
ference come widowed mothers of 
married deceased members of the Fo 
mothers of deceased members if they : 
dépendent on the deceased mem] 
blind or totally and permanently 
capacitated members of the Forees, m 
bers who married after discharge, Be 
persons found by the War Gratui 
Board to be in necessitous circumstan 
All other classes of persons were to 

paid: by eugatieanear at m : 


7 
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tee Lona’ May, 4 

rt also undertook that a 

. of £10,000,000 would be 
im May ‘of this year. 

oment I realized our liability for May, 


? set. to work to try to mové off the 
onds as safely as possible, taking all the 


we could to insure that the soldier 
was not dealt with unjustly in the cash- 
i transactions. 


” I know only too well and regret- 
ee that they have done so. But we 


| _ cannot avoid all. these gaa whilst 
hum We have 


| oe ag ON > and T. believe with very — 


successful results, on the whole. My 
idea was to get out as much cash as pos- 
ble in anticipation. of «the obligation. 
ing due this month, and the result is 


t at the present moment nearly 


000,000 worth of cash is in the hands ~ 


os soldiers or dependants. 
Mr hae he 


| iMeolda 
course ; 
beats Henan eould have 


ty other £6,000,000, if we had 
permitted him. ‘to do so, and if we 


not scrutinized the eanadiians under 


‘ rich he found it. The original arrange- 

ent was that these bonds were to be non- 
fee yt Had that contract. with the 
soldiers ee carried out, many of them 


would have been kept out ‘of the cash until 


end of this month, so that the soldier 


Hue a gained everything by cashing his bond 


ede found it most convenient to do 


¥ 


r : OSEPH COOK. Llp rohably ‘ae 
do. I have made arrangements to cash 
as many bonds as are necessary to com- 
te the total of £16,000,000, which 


promised to the soldiers by ‘the end 


a this month. 


The Govan 
further 
Sct iat 
THe: 


L do not pretend to 
that some soldiers have not “ fallen. 


New CF secs! 
ence at the Front stood him in ~ 


aces anes Criticism party ‘of cour 
been levelled against them, but they | 
carried through a task ‘of great 
plexity and difficulty, and, upo 
whole, have carried it through with 
me success. One reason for that 


Bed ig at Peet the Ye 
His: ieee 


stead. In addition to being an < 
man possessed of plenty of good comm 
sense, he has had all the experience 
soldier, and knows the psychology of 
soldier, and. all these things, I have 


doubt, helped him to make the cashing ao 


of these bonds the success that 1t was up mn. 
the whole. The position, therefore, is 


that when an additional £2,000, 000 oe 


been found we shall have discharged the 


promises we made to the soldier in f 
Indeed, we shall have more 


than di 
ey what was in our mind 4G the 


a * May. was rye upon “dae ae e 
We propose to give. the . , Boliig 


- £16,000,000 cash, 


£2,000,000 short of the nee ace. 
I have no need to oceupy further ti n 


ing. 

tive of the Soldiers’ oe with 
I have been a good deal in consultation 
a3 well as by as many more members o 
the Forces as I could get into touch 


They all agree that our proposal pr 


sents a broad and generous discharge of i 


a » the: ea howto we incurre¢ 
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-£16,000,000 worth of bonds has been re-' 


because I profoundly believe that those 


deemed we shall be in a position. to re- 
deem still more of them should the occa- . 


sion require it. I hope, however, that 
very little more will be asked for by the 
soldiers before the maturity of the bonds, 


who hang on to them will, in the end, be 


both proud and glad that they did so. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


War PENSIONS. 


Mr. ACTING SPEAKER. — I have 


received from the honorable member for 
Hunter (Mr. Charlton) an intimation 
that he desires-to move the adjournment 
of the House to discuss a definite matter 


of urgent public importance, viz.:—“The 
unsatisfactory administration of the Re- 


pensions 


patriation Department in regard to war 
and other allowances to re- 


turned soldiers and their dependants.”’ 
Five honorable members having risen 


in their places, 


Question proposed. 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [2.55}].— 


“In the early part of the session I took 


action with a view to bringing under 
the notice of the Minister for Repatria- 
tion the position in regard to war pen- 


‘sions and other allowances which are ad- 


ministered under the Repatriation Act. 
Since then no improvement has taken 
place. I would have included in my 
motion the question of the administra- 
tion of War Service Homes, but for the 


fact that in connexion with that jad 


ministration in New South Wales, a re- 
port is to be placed upon the table of 
the House in the near future. Upon 
that account I refrained from the action 
which I had contemplated. The matter 
which forms the subject of this motion 


‘is one of considerable importance, be- 


cause it affects a very large section of 
those men who were in the fighting-line, 
and who, when leaving Australia, were 
promised that ample provision would be 


made for them in the event of their suf- 


fering any disability, either of a perma- 
pent or a temporary character. Yet, 
to-day we find that there are hundreds 
of complaints from returned men who 


are partially, or in some cases wholly 
‘Ineapacitated, because their pensions have 
either been reduced or discontinued. J re-_ 
“member reading the debate which took 


x 


wy s 4 
Waste a oe 


Adjournment [REPRESENTATIVES.] (Formal) : 


that at that time there was not a ver 


a complete list of the names of the appli- _ 


_cants who are communicating with ‘me, 
or else to request the Department to for- 


place in this chamber when the Repat 
tion Bill was under consideration. U 
that occasion it was pointed out by hon- 
orable members upon this side of the 
House, and particularly by the Leader 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), that” 
transfer of war pensions from the Ol 
age Pensions Department to the Repa 
riation Department would prove vel 
unsatisfactory to the soldiers themselves. 
T also recollect the honorable member 
fos Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) mov: 
ing. to recommit that measure £or the 
purpose of reconsidering this phase of — 
the question. His motion was defeatec 
by only nine votes, clearly demonstratin; 


large majority in this chamber in favour 
of transferring war pensions from the 
Old-age Pensions to the Repatriation D 
partment. Since then it has been amply 
proved that the transfer was a mistake. 
The change has in no way reduced the 
cost: of administration. As a matter of 
fact, the administrative costs under th 
Repatriation Department are greater 
than they were under the Old-age Pen 
sions Department. In the latter’ De- 
partment we had officers who, by reason — 
of long experience, knew’ exactly how to 
handle the claims of applicants for pen- 
sions. These officers were also very 
sympathetic-with the claimants. They 
understood precisely how to deal with — 
old people and with our soldiers. When 
the war pensions were transferred to the 
Repatriation Department a considerably © 
increased staff had to be employed. 2 

Mr. Bowpren.—That transfer was ma 
at the request of the soldiers themselves 


Mr. CHARLTON.—That may be so. 
I am_ altogether dissatisfied with th 
way in which the clerical work of the 
Repatriation Department is performed. 
Most. honorable members have a large 
correspondence with that Department i 
connexion with these matters, and m 
own experience is that when it forwards 
replies to my communications it fre- 
quently omits to name the township in 
which. the particular applicant concerne 
resides. I have, therefore, either to kee 


ward me the ddress of the partieul 
applicant whose claim is the subject 
+ eatin ee PPE ey te leat 


iy 


~ One- 


Pieenetal ene 


on receipt of such a communication 
rould. immediately forward the address 


the soldier in question. - But instead 
doing so it. merely, sends a yan 


inti mation ‘that the Guin rat be given 
Then, probably in three 

or four weeks time,- another. letter from 
the Department will come to hand. 
Upon the last occasion that this matter 
as ei we were told that ie 


— 


Ropozs, —Now, what pts the 


-QOHARLTON.—The Minister 
8 id, i in Pelteee that he could not very well 
n rfere_ with the administration of the 


at he ini be dati on “the question 
the powers to which he refers. 


Mr. CHARLTON. ay shall endeavour 


to prove that, in the Act, there is ample. 


ower Ayesantad in the Madister to deal 


ith the Commission, or with any of the 


oards acting under it, | Sub-section 1 
section 7 of Act No. 6 of 1920 states— 


‘ For the purposes of this Act there shall be 


Repatriation Commission, which shall, sub- 
ject to the control of the Minister, be charged 
ith the general administration of this Act. 


his is definite. It was intended, "and 


s made clear, by this Parliament that 


Commission, upon Eben hens 


ee ‘After provision eal ay 


: ade for the creation of the Commission, 
Parliament sencey, according to sub-sec- 


There shall be a Bonetctwhian Board for 
ach State, to consist of three members. 


It is the State Board which is making the 
om mischief. 


Mr. 
nber shee to quote sections 26 and 


Ronaers. _will Ny 


2 


Mr. CHARLTON. Tt § is my intention 


do. so. I emphasize that it is the State 


which is causing. the trouble. In-- 


medical men, 
‘pointed by the Government in various 


would 
irally expect that the Department 


-recipient’s 


_ always the case, 


honorable . 


or tedoal eens ap- i" 

Uap 
districts, to make periodical examina-_ 
tions in order to ascertain the state of 1 
incapacity—the New South 
Wales State Board gear a medica 
officer from Sydney. 


_ mischief comes in. i 
country and examines various atone 0. 


diers who have been in receipt of pe 
sions. He makes his investigations, asks 
such questions as he may deem necessary, 
comes to certain conclusions, and testifies — 
thereon that So-and-so is now only two- 
thirds, or one-third, incapacitated, .a nd 3 
that his pension’ should fe. accordingly oy 
adjusted, 
Mr. Bowprn.—And very often ae de- 
cision is against the advice of the loc 
medical man who has been attending the 
returned soldier throughout. fey ae 
Mr, CHARLTON.—That.” is nearly 
The only construction 
can put upon the consistent way in which 
these reports go against the views of the 
regular ioiieal stiondante is that the 
officer from Sydney desires to justify his 
appointment by the actual amount of — 


saving which: he is able to make for the 


aid. | 


Commission in respect of pensions p 
Section 26 reads— 


(1) Each Board shall be charged with the 
duties of— i 
(a) determining siete the death or ine 
capacity of a member of the Forces 
in fact resulted from an occurren 
happening during the period he w 
a member of the Forces, and, in th 
ease of incapacity, the nature a 
extent thereof; : 
(b) determining whether the death or 1 
capacity of a person enlisted or ap 
pointed for service in connexion 
with naval or military preparations 
or operations in fact resulted fro 
his. employment in connexion with 
those preparations or operations; 
(c) determining the extent to which per- 
sons alleged to be dependent upon 
member of the Forces were in bs 
so dependent; and. . 

-(d) assessing the rates of pensions - re) 
members of the Forces and their d 
pendants, and determining the date 
of the commencement of such aye 


cases. 


" ailment 
thereof to go overseas, and, following my 


starve? 


Adjournment 


aN sought th make the whole matter as 
clear as possible for the guidance and 
assistance of the administering body. 
Rather than that it might be said that 


the Act was in any way “ambiguous, Par- 


 Hament deliberately inserted the words—. 


resulted from an oceurrence happening during 

the period he was a member of the Fores, 
* and, in the case of ICRP BCI: the nature and 
: - extent thereof. 


«(When previously addressing myself to 
' this subject, the Minister desired me to 
bring forward particulars of specific 
I did so, and I wish to add now 
that. of those Sieh [I indicated: one has 
been settled satisfactorily. The person con- 
cerned has been paid right back, and in 
full. Im connexion with others, however, 
the State Board has refused to reverse its 

earlier decisions. J wish to draw atten- 
tion again to the case of a man named 
Schubert. The Board has intimated that 
ait eannot see its way clear to alter its 
former decision, because—in effect—the 
man was for four months in camp in 
Australia and only a little more than one 
day in the trenches in France, after 
which he became afflicted with gout. The 
Board added that it is plain that such 
afflietion was not occasioned by the man’s 
participation in war-like operations. 
The comment is attached that Schubert 
received the same kind of food while he 
“was in camp in England as he would . 
have had if he had been at home. His 


_ pension has been taken away, although he 


cannot work and has a family to ‘keep. 
Does the section say that. before a soldier 
may become the recipient of a pension he 
must have been struck down by a bullet or 
by a shell fragment? I[ repeat that it is 
_ framed in most definite language: “an 
-o¢currence happening during the period 
_ he was a member of the Forces.” Let 
me put it that I am eligible, and that I 
have offered my services. I am examined 
by the official medical] officers and am 
passed. That is to say, 1 am presumed - 
to be fit for active service abroad. If, 
after having passed the medical test, and 
haying gone into camp, I develop some 
and am unable by reason 


discharge, I am unable to take up my 
- usual employment, is my family to 
ine Am I not entitled to say that— 
bi from whatever — knows or en 
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‘eannot be said that the ailment is 


of long standing, that would not ab a1 


moment of his enlistment, and sO 


certified to the Board. that he 


‘thirds imenpacitated, and 


one sriuelt sd ‘had been seco 
my country for service in its oe al 


specifically cover such a case, al 
case of Schubert also? This mai 
actually went to England and Fra nce. H 
reached the trenches, Bes: 
Mr. Roperrs.—In the class of case 
which the honorable member refers 
outcome of a month or two sp 
camp. Gout is a long sane 304 
plaint. ae 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Even if I were 
admit that the trouble might have be 


the Government, © The very fact 
the Government’s responsible me 
examiners be eae ee ha this | n 


stance + hed he had ees able to woe ) 
his ordinary employment right up to 


been able to support his family, ~ 
a positive obligation upon the cor 
that he and his family shall not su 
Mr. Forry.—The medical exa 
should never have passed him. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Maybe so 
that is an entirely different matter — 
man has been accepted, the Governz 
must take the responsibility for his eare 
it is an inescapable obligation, — and i 
was never intended that the defir 
terms of the Act should, or could, be 
twisted as to render the Governmen 
of liability. I guarantee that if a 
the eg dong were taken ab unant, no 


tae hay services, 
cepted, if any hurt or sion : © 
his care and support should bai ; 
nation’s obligation. 


named Amos, who is Eien sine i 
children. He has informed me th: 
impossible for him to do a day’s 
and it is a fact, I understand, th: 
has not done a day’s workssinee 
turn. He was at one stage in re Bf 
the full pension, but they medical office 
sent up from Sydney examined 


totally ineapacitated. He is. 
garded, therefore, as being < 


proportionately. ey Seeing 
at the man cannot work, 
vident that he is totally incapacitated. 
While he was just as fully incapacitated 
8 he is to-day, Amos was receiving the 
ull pension. I appealed to the Board to 
review its decision, but have been in- 
formed that it is not able to see any 


ne "reason to make an alteration. I wish to 


refer now to the case of a man named 


a Taylor. The following letter from the 
chairman of the Repatriation Commis- 
sion, addressed to myself, and dated 
94th May, 1921, gives the particulars— 


William OR: are 2426, _ Private, 36th Bat- 

et - talion. 

With reference to your Re irecsitatl Gus to 
‘he Acting Minister regarding the case of the 
above- ‘named, I have to inform you that care- 
ful consideration has been given to this case 
by the Commission, and, in view of the medi- 
eal evidence, it cannot be considered that ‘his 
incapacity is thé result of, or was aggravated 
by, his military service. His service record 
shows that a fortnight after, he disembarked 
<i England he was admitted to hospital, and 
he was almost continuously in hospital up to 
the time of embarkation to Australia. More- 
over, according to his own admission, his -con- 
dition was pre-existent. Under the circum- 
stances, he was liberally treated in having 
. been- paid pension of one-half of the, maximum 

~ rate from 15th July, 1917, to 27th January, 
1921, and the Commission regrets it cannot 
approve of continuation of. ‘payment. 


In this case it is said that the applicant 
admitted that the complaint was pre- 
existent; but if the man was affected 
when he was accepted and went overseas, 
his illness became more acute, and, as he 
 eannot now work, there is no justification 
for the Government breaking away from 
the promises made. We said at the out- 
break of war that if the manhood of our 
community came forward and enlisted 
we would stand by them; but now, on 
the least possible pretext, the Govern- 
ment are endeavouring to get away from 
their obligations. I admit there may be 
‘malingerers, and if there are some who 
are deliberately endeavouring to obtain a 
pension on false pretences, they should be 
dealt with, bécause they should not take 
lvantage of the concessions which the 
“Government are providing for men who 
1ave actually been disabled. If men are 
ble to work they should be prepared to 


o so; but, on the other hand, if some 


ire. incapacitated, or partially so, as the 
sult of war service, and they were passed 


( e medical examiner, t the obligation of 


it is self 


edie to hiss until Patan to health 
is resting upon this Parliament. : 


- Another case has been brought under. j 

“my notice, but as the person concerned. 
is in the electorate’ of the honorable mem- 
ber for Robertson (Mr. Fleming), I for- 
warded the communication to him fo: 
attention. 
however, so that honorable members may 
be aware of the position. The man, who 


is named Skillicorn, is a miner by oceu- 


pation, and states that on his return 
from the war he was granted a pension. 
Like an honorable man, when he had re- 
covered sufficiently, he notified the au- 
thorities that he was able to resume his 
occupation, and requested them to dis- 
continue his pension. A short time after 
he had resumed employment his oldacom- 
plaint returned, and he was as bad as 
ever, with the result that. it was impos- 
«sible for him te work. He found that the | 
trouble which arose at the war had re-_ 
turned, and he applied to the Board for 
a renewal of the pension, but it abso- 
lutely refused to grant. it. 
Mr. Ropgers.—On what grounds? 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I cannot say at 
the moment, as the communication has 
“been handed over to the honorable mem- 
ber for Robertson. If a man who has. 
been. temporarily incapacitated feels that 
he can return to work, but later finds that 
» he can no longer do so, his pension should 
be restored. 
Mr. Roperrs.—There is 


always. the : 
right to review the restoration, increase, 
or reduction of a pension. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—1I know that, be 
cause it is provided in the Act. The law 
provides that there can be an appeal from 

a State Board to the Commission, but in 
the eases I have mentioned, with the ex- 
ception of one, the complaint is that the 
Board did not even send the complaint to 
the Commission. It decided the matter. 


Mr. Ropcers.—What cases are those? 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Those of Schubert 
and Amos. My complaint is that the 
State Boards do not send the complaints ; 
to the Commission, and the Minister is 
not in a position to be conversant with the 
facts. I am not in any way blaming the 
Minister, because I know of no man who 
has worked harder in the interests of th 
soldiers than he has. The Minister, how 
ever, will have to take control of this 
matter in order to see that his officers 
carry out the intentions of this Pa : 
Bee aa 


I am mentioning the matter, ‘i 
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Mr. Parker Motonry.—He has a very 
bad lot of officers. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—That is just it. 
Mr. Ropezrs.—I will not admit that. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—The mistake has 
been in appointing men who have seen 
active service to high administrative posi- 
tions who are incapable of carrying out 


the responsible work of the Department. 
Mr.* McGratu.—Has the Munister 


directed the Commission to reduce pen- - 


sions ? 

Mr. Ropenrs.—I would lke to answer 
that interjection. THere has been no 
direction from the Government or from 
the Minister for the Commission -to re- 
duce pens‘ons. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Men who are at 
present holding high administrative posi- 
tions are totally unfitted for the work. It 
may be reasonable to employ returned, 
soldiers for secretarial and clerical work; 
but at the head of such an important De- 
partment there must be highly qualified 
-men, otherwise large sums of public 
money will be wasted. 

Mr. James Pace.—Why was any 
alteration made? Under the old system, 
everything proceeded smoothly, and there 
were no complaints., | 

Mr. CHARLTON .—Yes; I would lke 
to know why a change was made, because 
returned men are not getting as much 
sympathy from the: officials who were 
members of the oversea Forces as they 
did from the officers who were previously 
conducting the work. 

Mr. Bowpren.—They are dealing wit 
them like a military corps. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—That is so. In 
order to show honorable members how th's 
matter affects returned soldiers, I shall 
read a letter from the Maitland and Dis- 
trict sub-branch of the Returned Sailors 
and Soldiers Imperial League of Aus- 
tralia, dated 21st May, 1921. It reads :— 
. My Committee desire me to convey to you 
their appreciation of your very fine efforts in 
the House of Representatives on the question 
of pensions. We feel sure that you are sincere 
in your efforts for the betterfnent of our dis- 
abled comrades and’ relatives, and hope that 
you are granted the health to pursue this 
question to a, successful issiie—— 

This is what I wish to direct particular 
attention to— — 

It is very hard, indeed, to have the fact 
brought home to us in such a dastardly man- 


ner that we are so soon. forgotten, but very 
pleasant, on the other hand, to know that we 
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‘pion the rights we fought so hard for. — 


tion, and it is up to this Parliament t 


[OS OEE i eae 
(Formal) : 


¥ 


still have friends who are not afraid to ch 


have some very distressing cases in our 
trict, whose British pride alone keeps the 
from publicity, and we can only wait and hope — 
that such cases will soon benefit by the resu 
of vour excellent efforts, Pine 


That is a communication from a rep e 
sentative of the returned soldiers.: Th 
men opposed me at the last election; but ~ 
[ am fighting for what I think are their 
rights. During the great crisis in 1914 and. 
the following years, when men were being 
asked to go to the Front, we offered every 
inducement to those who were prepared to _ 
volunteer by saying that we would stand 
by them and see that their interests were 
protected. We said that they should not 
want as a result of their patriotism; but, 
although the war has only been over for _ 
two and a half years, the returned soldiérs 
are beginning to realize that they are 
almost forgotten. ~ 
Mr. Gans.—History is repeating itself. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes, and [ am: 
endeavouring to prevent it. 
orable members who made promises 
our, fighting men to abide by them. 
made promises in this Chamber in com- 
mon with other honorable members, and 
I am going to see that they are carrie 
out. ° I sincerely regret that there is a 
tendency to forget these men who did so 
much fer us during that trying period. It 
does not reflect to our credit- when we 
realize what is actually occurring. Even 
to-day we hear much of patriotism and 
the freedom we enjoy under the British 
flag, but the very men who hav 
been. prating about their loyalty 
not prepared to stand behind i 
soldiers who went forth to preserve 
our liberty. On every hand induce 
ment was offered to men to go t 
the Front, but now it seems that thei 
noble efforts are to be forgotten. Th 
men are beginning to see the true posi- 


i 
a 
< 


do something to rectify their wrongs. W 
can only create loyalty by making the 
masses contented and hahpy, but.) that/ag 
result will not be achieved if we are con: 
stantly taking advantage of those who 


hardships, but thet when they returned 
it would be our duty to see that thei 

wants were provided for. Are we! 
igncre our promises? J trust this _ 


ill jake the whole mattae in hand. 
do not wish him to send these complaints 
on to the Commission, but to personally 
investigate them, and set up some ‘stan- 
dard for future guidance. It is the duty 
of the Minister to let the State Boards 
and the Commission know that this 
House will not allow them to take ad- 
3 vantage of the soldiers simply because 
they were not struck by a bullet or 
fi _ shrapnel. If men were accepted for 
x “service, and are now unable to follow 
their usual occupation they should be 
_ provided forg There are some instances 
In which men who are performing light 
/work are receiving one-half or. two- 
thirds of what they did_ previously. 
In any case in which a-man is unable to 
do any work, he should be given the full 
pension. [ ask the Minister to give this 
matter ‘his very serious consideration. I 
hope that he will give the Commission 
and the State Boards to understand. that 
Parliament is deeply concerned with the 
- interests of the soldiers, and expects them 
to administer the Act which it passed, and 
' that unless they do so they must give way 
to persons more competent to carry out 


Mr: BLUNDELL (Adelaide) [3.21].—I 
ok much pleasure in supporting the 
motion moved by the honorable member 
for Hunter (Mr. Charlton). I believe 
es honorable members generally are 
agreed that the present method of ad- 
_ ministering pensions is absolutely un- 
satisfactory. As one of those who voted 
_ for the appointment of the new Commis- 
sion to deal with pensions, I want to say 
ie that, if I had the opportunity to-day, I 
should be very pleased to put the mem- 
_ bers of the present Commission out of 
Office, and to restore the administration 
heOL these pensions to those who previously 
carried out the work. It really appears 
to me as if the majority of the present 
Commission seem to think that it is their 
uty to cut down every pension they can, 
ith a view to saving money, and without 
onsideration for the rights and justice of 
he cases of different individuals. : 
Mr. Roperrs. —I do not think that that 
a fair statement to make, 


t 


. and the abscess removed, but a scar'is left 


from the medical officer oF the Bedford) yy 
‘ con okt) 


Pensions. 


cases in enehiok the action taken by the) 
Commission seems to indicate that they 
must have had some consideration of the 
kind in mind. I wish to refer to some 


I refer, first of all, to the 
This man en- 


sanatoriums. 
ease of James FF. Cooke. 
‘listed and went to France. 


was discovered that: he had this. fearful ; 

disease of tuberculosis, and he was sent 
back to Australia, He was put into a 
sanatorium, and it was there recognised - 0 
that he was entitled to a pension. His 
health improved, and he was allowed to. 
leave the sanatorium. His pension was 
continued for a time after he left the 
sanatorium, and then it was suddenly - 
reduced, and he was granted £1 per week. 

The reason given for reducing his pen-_ 
sion was that he had suffered—and this 
was admitted—from what is medically © 
termed empyema. This really’ means _ 
an abscess on the lungs, for which an_ 
operation is performed, the pus is let out, | 


on the body. Every one conducting a 
medical examination. of the} man must 
have seen this scar, and, by making in- | 
quiries, could have found out the cause 
of it. However, the man was passed as 
medically fit, and went to the Front. | 

Mr. Lazzarm1—They wanted men | 
then. a 


Dr. Eartz Pacr.—He might be quite 
all right, and fit to go. 


Mr. BLUNDELL.—I do. not donbe 
that. He was passed by the medical 
officer as fit for active service, but now, 
apparently, because of the operation of 
which the scar is evidence, this man’s 
pension has been cut down to £1. This 
ig given as a sort of act of grace, and this 
man suffering from this awful disease, 
which requires all the nourishment he can- 
get, 1s now asked to exist on £1 per week, 
It is an absolute scandal upon this Par- 
liament and upon every one responsible 
for the work of repatriation that men 
should be treated in this way. Like. 
others similarly afflicted, this man is 
trying to keep life in his body as long. 
as he can, and he is confronted with the 
knowledge that his inability to obtain — 
sufficient nourishment reduces his chance 
of living. I shall read a letter received 


i officer in spite of this. 


ih “and made the following 
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a ‘Park Sanatorium in connexion with this 
particular case. Tt as 


‘Mr. J. P. Cooke is suffering from pulmonary 
_ tuberculosis, and his present condition is due 
to war service. 


- . The empyema for which he was operated 
* “upon. may or may not have heen tuberculosis. 
The empyema operation scar was visible at all 
ee eons, and the man must have been 

in good condition to justify the medical offi- 


an os aecepting him for active service in spite 
of the history of empyema, about which, so 


Cooke tells me, special inquiries were made. 
IT shall not read the whole of the letter, 


_. but 1 goes on to say that this man might 


have gone through the war. He was 
perfectly fit for active service, which 
“ears out what the honorable member for 
Cowper (Dr. Earle Page) has said. The 
operation performed upon him did not 
- necessarily prevent: him being a strong, 
healthy man, and as Dr. Hasward, the 
writer of the letter, says, any medical 
man examining him must have noticed 
“the evidence that. he had been operated 
upon. He was passed by the medical 
| There was no 
‘attempt to deceive the medical officer 
- when the man submitted himself to ex- 
“amination, and yet, after all this time, 


| we say to him, ‘“ You can live as best you 


can on £1 per week. That is. all ‘that 
- your country is prepared to do for you.” 


_. I wish to refer now to another case. 
shall not mention the name, because 
- another honorable member is dealing with 
_ the case, and the only point I desire to 
mention in connexion with it is that 
he A. H. Teece, a member of the. Re- 
- patriation Commission, was approached 
or the Returned Soldiers’ Association of 
South Australia in connexion with it, 


a teely: — 


“Where the Repatriation Department alleged 
‘hast a disability was existent before the war, 
. and the pensioner claimed that it was not, the 


onus of proving otherwise rested with the 


- Department. 


tn this case, the man has been able to 
produce doctors’ certificates and other 
_ evidence necessary to prove that there 
was not a suspicion that he had suffered 
i« from this complaint or was likely to 
suffer from it. 
ie for a short time this man is left 


he is suffering Dos this: any Cisse: 
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! dated 26th 
oe | Sieiane 1921, and is as follows:— 


ister does what he possibly ean. 


administration of these ‘matters — 


statement EAS : 


After receiving a pen-. 
¥ Watkins) has ers ua men bis > 2 
0-day with absolutely nothing, although | | 


(Formal) : 


hapsier ‘pusteulars of all then 
which T refer. I should like to say 
that I join with the honorable m 
for Hunter in admitting that the 


complaint is that the cases to whi 
refer indicate that there is some or 
side more powerful than this Parlia1 
in deciding questions of this sort, wl 
should be decided by us. The le . 
that no erabls members should, in i 


hands of Ministers who way ae contr Lhe 

by the Parliament. i aa 
Mr. Forey—The' honorable mem 

every case. cise a 
Mr. BLUNDELL__N 0, tad . 


be very much more satisfactory 


under his control. J have to rete: 

two other cases, those of oo 1 
and Sinclair, which are somewhat’ s 
to those to which I have steadied ( 
It was not denied, in either of these ee 
that the men, prior to being passed 
aie examining medical officer, : 


suspicion that they had: ‘eutfoniae 
this complaint.. There is no su 
that the medical officer was decei ye 
that the men attempted to deny the fe 
He passed them as medically fit; 
were es, went bet a 


“hese Wieius __And were eae ed. 


_ Mr. BLUNDELL.—Yes, and the 
cheered. They came back, and to-d. 
suffering from this complaint; bu 
Commissioners say that eg a were sufi 
ing from it before they went to the 
and refuse to give them a pensior 
effect, the Commissioners wipe 
hands of these men, and leave th 
live as best they can. When we - 
pealing to the able-bodied men o. 
community to enlist, every mé 
offered his services was cheere¢ 


to leave for the Front on] 


Said, AO once, ei 
8, and were submitted to a final -ex- 
ation. just before they embarked. 


wh 


ach to sii 


. this. up rite Is it that the Com- 


turned to Australia. On his discharge, 
) was given a pension, which, later on, 


RD saad that he was fit to follow his 

al occupation. The actual facts are 

t as soon as Bromley was able, after 

s return, to get about, he was given 
nployment. at the Reswick Barracks. He 
was suffering from spinal trouble, and 
could not EASED 5 but the uae allotted to 


ooping, id he: was aie. to carry on. 
While at the barracks he received a pen- 
sion. 
ork at the barracks, Bromley left, and 
t another job where he had to stoop, 


: ed went into the Koerick Hospital. 


tore ae went there, however, Bike pen- — 


be Nae in the hospikél for 


tT ths, and, although he is out to-day, 


‘told by medical. men that he must 
ilways wear a spinal jacket, and on no 
iccount do any work which will involve 
a stooping. 
a aoe he is fit to follow his usual occu- 


several occa-— 


ee ean it be said wai Hovight ‘were 
“sent on. 


What is ithe reason - 


And yet the authorities 


Department, | 
‘ vhas_ gone 


hat a man in fas ne ae heh os 


at do such work should be asked to 
a try at it themselves, 


_ Mr. Rovcrrs.—Has he appealed? — i 
Mr. BLUNDELL:—Yes. He appea 
locally, and his appeal, I think, has b 
He has a wife and two children 
and another little one is expected. Wh 
are likely to be the feelings of a mar 
who is treated in this way? Those re- 
sponsible for such treatment have no con 
passion. Their sole object is: apparently 
to cut off as many pensions as possible 
i seem. to sas that by making r me 


out their duty. I do not think they : ee 
and will join with others in an effort 


Parliament wants cern to do tn th 
direction of carrying out. effectively t 
duty of Australia to those who ee 
for it. 

Mr. ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. 
W. Bamford ).—The honorable member 
time has expired. 

Mr, ANSTEY (Bourke) [3.37] ie 
Minister (Mr. Rodgers) said a few mo- 
ments ago that I was one of the most 
favoured members. of this House. As to 
that, I can only say that I realize that 
one can get nothing out of the Depart- 
ments by running hostile to their oficial 
chiefs. If a man cannot get anythin 
out of them when he has the influence 
of the Minister behind him, then ther 
is absolutely no chance of obtaining » 
dress. If honorable members generally 


Qwibe to the eratiaa) seduotion of~ get no more satisfaction from ‘the D 


partments involved in this matter than 
do—notwithstanding that the Ministe 
says that I am one of the most favour 
of members—then God help them 1. 
my twenty years of parliamentary ex 
perience, I have not known a Departm 
to show a more callous indifference to 
requirements of members than that show 
by the Departments dealing with: wa 
pensions and war gratuities. — One cat 
write letter after letter to them, get h 
support of the Ministér, and ie 
obtain a phen settlement. . 


port, receive a Siemy him an ee de 
' ment of my letter, and a statement th 


it has been sent on to such- and- 


u 


but month after me th 
nek without 
emen t. i hat 
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my experience. Here are two cases that 
are typical of dozens with which I have 
had to deal. The first relates to a man 


whose position is very much like that of 


the returned soldier to whom the honor- 
able member for Adelaide (Mr. Blundell) 
“has just referred. He was ealled up and 
asked why he did not enlist. He said 
he was not able to go to the Front; that 
he was physically unfit, inasmuch as he 
‘had an hereditary complaint. He was 
passed, however, as fit, went into camp, 
‘developed the complaint to which he had 
said he was liable, and asked to be paid 
off, but was kept there for nearly two 
years. © He was finally paid off because 
he could not stand up. To-day that man 
is a derelict, living on the charity of his 


friends, and can get no relief from the. 


Department. I-agree with the honor- 
able member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) 
that the responsibility, for the proper 
treatment of these men rests with the Go- 
-vernment themselves. This man _ told 
the authorities that he had’ an hereditary 

complaint, but he was told to come up, 
was passed as medically fit, and sent into 
camp. I am concerned, not so much 
with the decisions arrived at by the De- 
partment from time to time in regard to 
various cases, but rather with the delay 
in dealing with matters submitted by hon- 
oiable members. 
4 letter to the Department, Iam entitled 
to an answer. If I write to the Assist- 
ant Minister for Repatriation (Mr. Rod- 
gers) in regard to a particular case I at 
once receive from hima letter. to the 
effect that the case has been sent on to 
such-and-such an officer to be dealt with. 
But there the matter ends. I wait month 
after month, but hear nothing from the 
Department. Finally the man concerned 
comes to me.and asks what I am doing 
in tae matter. Ll reply, “I wrote to the 
Minister months ago, got an answer from 
ae and wrote to the Department, but 

settlement of the case is forthcoming.” 

Then I have to go through the whole pro- 
cedure once again. The Department 
seems to absolutely ignore the cases sub- 
mitted to it by honorable members, 
There is one more case, which is typical 
of dozens.. A woman whose husband was 
killed at the war had adopted a child from 
a few weeks old, and she was told by an 


officer that if she complied with the con- 


_ ditions of legal adoption she could get a 
Mr. Netstow. 


_[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


out of a hundred, 


‘matters there is no definite oe 


Surely when I address . 


| (Formal) 


was duly given a pension ; but it was” 
denly cut off, and no reason given. 
wrote to the Minister on her ‘pchalf, ano 
the case was sent on to the officials, an 
received an acknowledgment of the rec 
of my letter. But no reason was gr 
even then for depriving this woman of h 
pension. Why are not definite answ 
given to communications of, the ki 
Apparently the Minister then forgot 
about the case, but finally a letter cam 
to say that the woman should inform the 
Department as to which officer it was whe 

told her to legally adopt the child. Ho 
could the woman tell which officer it was | 
What does it matter who gave the wom: 
that information? The fact remains t 
she complied with the conditions, and yet 
tha pension is cut off. In ninety-nine case: 

when an honorable. 
member writes to the Minister about a 


cases put through. 
oo ANSTEY. oe had one case 


Mr. Hanceee: a ‘abaile give the hot 
able member a list of the cases he has had. 
put through. 


Mr, ANSTEY.—Tn any essa) am peo 
concerned get disgusted and annoyed. 


Mr. Austin Cuapman.—Why shoul 
member have to go to the Minister? Wh: 
should these people not be able to do: 
business for themselves? 


Mr, ANSTEY.—The honorable mem 
has been long enough in Parliament 
be able to answer that question himse 
Only this morning a gentleman came 
my door with a letter from the honor 
member, in which ‘‘My dear Anst 
was informed that the honorable mem| 
had sent this man along, and hoped that 
Mr. Anstey would do all he possibly coul 
for him. J have done sof and yet t 
honorable member asks a question 
that! Some ot these men and wor 
have been writing to the Department 
twelve months without receiving any a 
swers. Under the circumstances, to whom 
can they go but their parliamentary 
presentative, who, however, is equally 
successful in extracting anything definit 
These people then give up the matt 
despair; and what is the teste 
member loses their votes; 
important loss could there be? 


a en 


iat if I do not get some satis- 


(| ‘action —if, in reply to complaints, I con- 


inue to get the same old answers to the 


ame old story from the same old crowd— 


I shall move the adjournment of the 


At 


- House every day of the 


H week, and every 
week of the month. A Wi aie : 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro) [3.44].—I asked the honorable 
question to which he refers because I 
maintain that these soldiers and soldiers’ 
representatives should not have to appeal 


_to members of Parliament in matters of 
Med ey i go 


of Parliament? . 


Mr. Jamus Pace.—What chance have 
they got if they do not 


> 


‘Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — They 


ie have no chance ; but such appeals ought 


to be unnecessary. I receive letters 


nearly every. week complaining that, for 


reasons not given, pensions have been sud- 
denly taken away. One man, who\is a 
cripple, has five children to maintain, and 


yet his pension has been suddenly taken 


“fh mouth. il; 


t 
et 


away. The Assistant Minister for Re- 
patriation (Mr. Rodgers) may laugh, but 


f he were in the position of that cripple. 


he would laugh ‘‘ on the other side of his 
| I have had a number of hard 
cases brought under my notice, and, in 
the absence of any satisfaction from the 


Department, I propose to move the ad- 
_journment of the House daily, devoting 


a day to each case. 


I do not accuse 
he Minister of not attending to my let- 
ters, because only last week he rectified 
, particularly deserving case that I placed 
efore him. Nevertheless, it is a scandal 
hat unfortunate widows, who are de- 
rived of their pensions, have to write to 
me, or some other members, and ask them 
to move the Minister in order that they 
may get their rights. The present state 


of affairs shows that there is something 


wrong. Why are these pensions cut off? 
The other day a widow wrote to me to 
* the effect that, after her husband was 


killed, she was given a pension of £2 per 
eek; but early this year that pension 
as cut down to £1, and no reason given. 
There is no doubt that it is the system 
that is bad. I could now submit to the 


inister half-a-dozen fresh cases which 


he could not refuse to. consider. 


_ Cuartron.—There are hundreds. 


member for Bourke (Mr. Anstey) the — 


is this. 


appeal to members: 


‘Mr AUSTIN CHAPMAN.— 


so, Can the Minister not improve on t 

present system? Is he not aware of the 

present state of affairs? | 2 ink are 
Mr. Jairs Pace.—Let us bring abou 


‘a crisis! ~ hl 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN, — T 
weather is too cold for any crisis, T 
honorable member who interjects is joc 
lar, but there is no man in the House 
who is more sympathetic with these 1 
fortunate pensioners than himself; a 
surely if there is one section of the 
munity to whom we owe considerati 

I have no hesitation in sa 
that there is not an honorable membe 
who is not strongly of opinion that some 


change is necessary; and we ought t 


sist on something being done. 
not to talk of creating a crisis. 


‘not'a party question, and the Minister is 


thoroughly sympathetic, as-we know from 
the. efforts he. made at the inception 0 
the repatriation scheme. At the sam 
time, there are unfortunate people 1 


cannot obtain clothes and food for them 


selves and their children, although pro 


mised that they would be looked att 
and they have been crippled and run 
by the war. I invite the Minister to lo 
into matters for himself, and then inform 
the House that there is to be a chan 
T do not know that the officials in char 


‘are unsympathetic, but, if not, they hav 


a curious way of showing their sympathy 
If these officials cannot efficiently car 
out their duties, there are many men 
the community ready and able to do so. 
Mr. Jawzs Pace.—Let us revert to the 
old system, under which there was 1 
trouble. ~ | ae 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—h 
have some system other than the prese 
one. Many people apply for and receiv 
invalid and. old-age pensions who 
not entitled to them, and, at the 
time, there are many deserving 
fortunates who are unable to get pen-_ 
sions. The whole question of pensions — 
ought to be tackled by the Gove 
ment. Unless the Government giv 
the old-age and _ invalid pension¢ 
enough to keep body and _ soul 
gether, something will have to be d 
which the Government will not fin 
pleasant. J have no desire to mak 
threats; but I urge the Minister 
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A Satie to whom I have been toee ; 


 gome satisfaction. Let us go back to the 
old system, or adopt any system but the 
present one, which is rotten and unsatis- 
factory all round. 


Mr, WATKINS (Newcastle) [3. 50] 


IT join with those honorable members who 
_ say that a considerable change has been 

‘noticeable since the alteration in the 
system of administering the pensions. I 
* also indorse the statement that once a 
man was passed by the proper medical 
authorities and sent overseas, from that 
“moment the Government accepted the 
fullest responsibility for his future 
- welfare, whether the decision as to his 
. medical fitness for service was right or 
wrong. No doubt other honorable mem- 
' bers have received, as [ have, numerous 
letters complaining of faulty adminis- 
tration of the Pensions Act, the frequent 
excuse for refusing to pension being that 
the injury received was not due to war- 
like operations. I may mention the case 
of a Gurkha, a steady, hard-working 
man, married to a white woman, and 
with a family of three children, whose 
injury the Department declared was not 
due to the war. As a matter of. fact, 
that man had never had a day’s illness 
in his life before he went to the Front. 
“After being in the trenches for about six 
- months, he was blown up one day and 
was injured in the abdomen by a piece 
of the falling timbers. Since then he 
has frequently been vomiting blood. 
‘Upon representations being made to the 
Department he was subsequently allowed 
a pension of 7s. 6d. per week and a few 
shillings for his wife and children. Whe- 
ther his pension was reduced because he 
is a coloured man I cannot say, but, at 
all events, there was an admission that 
his injury’ was due to war-like opera- 
tions, though he has been denied full pen- 
sion ‘rights. I may also quote the case 
of a man who had an injury to the knee 
of many years standing, but prior to the 
war it was practically all right, and he 
was passed for active service. As the 
‘result of excessive marching and hard 
work in the trenches, his ictien gave way 
again, and it 1s now contended that as 
_ the injury had been sustained prior to 
the war, his claim for a pension cannot 
- be. entertained. I could recite case after 
iy ease in 4 similar strain, and. A have | no 


Ing my pension, otherwise I do not kno 


dos can ve the. same. n oo of 
sumptive boy who contracted the 


into a Government InstitutiohB. = 
Mr. Roperrs.—I should lke to s 
that no tubercular case which cé 
testimony states requires 
turned aside. If there is no accom 
modation in the town or city in which th 
patient lives, it will be found for him - 
some other town or city. es 
Mr. WATKINS.—Well, this boy 
been unable to get treatment, 
Mr. Roperrs.—I shall be glad ae 
honorable member will give me his n 
privately. I can assure him that the 
will be attended to immediately. ‘ 
Mr. WATKINS.—I know of a 
man who was injured during the 
and whose pension has been stopp 
He has a wife and three children, an 
is now living in one of the war 
homes. He has no income at all n 
and does not know what is going to h 
pen. On his behalf I have put 
least four or five imdependent me 
certificates, including one from the « 
who passed him for active service. T 
man is now living on the ohaniayy of 
neighbours. 
Mr, Ropers. on Rhee know 


pension claim! 


Mr. WATKINS.—The dopa 
reply stated. that there was noth 
wrong with him, and yet when he 
tos see me he was hobbling with i 3 


rach on renond: peat, T do ce 
pose to give the writer’s*name. 
man, in his letter to me, states— — 


I have taken the liberty to addres 
letter to you. I wish to state that, o 
my ill-health, I have had to return to — 
castle so as to be able to get my doct 
advice and treatment. . . . I sincerely I 
that you will, be speedily successful in re; 


is going to happen to my wife and bal 
myself, I do not care one iota, as my | 
drawing to a close for the want 
“nourishment, which I cannot get. 


have etre ty ata’ hall fight | for an 


rights. I met by accident. the doctor who 


isa me for the Army yesterday, — in the 


course of getting treatment, and he was quite 
prised at my condition. I told him that 
> Department. had suddenly discovered that 
aun xee from this disease before enlistment, 


os r was in perfect health at that time; and I 
can produce the evidence of our old family 
doetor, also. My grandmother lived to 85, 
grandfather 82, my father is now living in 
good health at 67, and also my mother at 63, 


and so I cannot see how this decision was 


But God made no man_ perfect. 


yer the judges on the Repatriation Board are | 


F. ne to make a Lloro as * thay! nave 


Aen Zia pein to justify a pension. 
‘ ae he enlisted for service overseas, 
cab Gat tg 


ves in ee event of Chair Aa on war 


Lieniyerialey those promises 


‘aroma to all fsb as 


Dr. EARLE PAGE ams (3.59). 


rise to support the motion that has been 


submitted by the honorable member for. 


unter (Mr. Charlton). Though I do 
ot wish to repeat the instances given 
5 eke neg who have oy 


ire to ae out that Sas. lack of sym- 
thy and consideration for returned 
yidiers is not confined to the Pensions 
Be eneat Tt seems to be general 
hrough the whole administration of the 
apatriation Department; and with other 


morable members who have spoken, I 


think it is time the Government took 
istie action to remedy the: present state 
coca Things have come to such a 


: t it ‘is an bey ie ee in absee 


in connexion hae their claims for p 
sion privileges. They say that they a 
being Tacecd: of the amount of pensior 
‘due to them, and which this House 


sidered they were entitled to receive. — 


the othef ‘hand we have evidence that t 


small saving made by interfering 
the comfort of these pilin: who d 


in ide war 
settling soldiers on the Las IT was. 


to give definite instances bs3 ‘actual wast 


of the trouble ae ee to pensions, 


that is Jack of proper Orpaning ons : Un 


‘pensions had been left in the ad | o 


the Department which had been ac 
tomed. aa many years to deal with a0 


more oe lay. Tn the same “wa i 
the building of war service homes had 
been left to people who had’ been building 
homes for workers in the various States” 


to hee out the lack of eoaky 
played towards soldiers who desire Oe 
obtain homes for themselves, and to 

that the Minister (Mr. Rodgers) sho Id 
seize the’ earliest opportunity of effectin : 


a complete change in the whole metl 


of the administration of the War Ser 
Homes Department. Indeed, the opp 
tunity presents itself now by reason. 
the fact that there is no War Ser ; 
Homes Commissioner. inist 
told us, in speaking on this subject last | 
week, that about £10,000,000 had been 
spent on the building of these homes, but 
when we examine the way im which 
money has been spent, and the return 

the expenditure, we are met with evid mm 
such as appears in a paragraph in 
morning’s press, informing us that 
fifteen houses built at “Maryborough, 
Queensland, by the War Service Hi 
Commissioner eight are not utiliz 
soldiers, but are ‘let to others. ; 
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Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Yes; that is 
another instance of the absence of. sym- 
pathy. The same thing occurs in regar 


_ to the man who, having purchased a home, : 


finds that the demands of his occupation 
necessitate his removal to a distant part, 
and is unable to effect a transfer of his 


property to another person who is anxious. 


to buy it, but cannot do so because he is 
unable to present an eligibility certificate. 


Mr. Ropcrrs.—I do not wish to inter- 
pose, but on this debate I will not be able 
to answer the points now being raised 
by the honorable member. - He will see 
that it is hardly fair on his part to deal 
with war service homes questsons on 
a motion dealing with war. pensions. 
However, I will afford him an early op- 
portunity of dealing with the other 
matter. : 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—If the Minister 
will afford me another opportunity of 
dealing with the matter of war service 
homes I shall defer my remarks, except 
to say that definite instructions ought 
to be given to the Commissioner or 
Acting Commissioner that he must not 
have a kind of law of the Medes and 
Persians dealing with the matter, and 
should expedite the issue of certificates 
of eligibility so that the building 
homes may be proceeded with. 

Mr, Roperurs.—I have already given 
a direction that the fact that homes can- 
not be built is not a sufficient reason for 
stopping the issue of toes cer- 
tificates. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I am pleased to 


hear that assurance. Pending a state- 


ment by the Minister, and a full discus’ 


sion of the matter, I hope the office of 
War Service Homes Commissioner will 
not be filled permanently. 


Mr. Ropeazrs.—Before an appointment 
is made the House will have an oppor- 
tunity of considering the complete scheme 
of reorganization. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—I hope that the 
Minister will not follow the example of 
others, and keep men in acting positions 
for years. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I indorse that 
interjection. Honorable members should 
not have placed before them week after 
week specific instances of men and women 


ius haye been harshly a with, ena 


E94; 
t 
SA 
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sy a 


sons 


. (Formal) : 


of being treated with the utmost court 
and consideration. _ 
Mr. LISTER (Corio) [4.6] on th 
the House will at once remove any sti 
from the shoulders of the Assistant M 
ister for Repatriation (Mr. Rodgers) © 
-regard to the administration of the War 
Pensions Act, because it is generally a 
cepted that he is heart and soul in~ 
desire to do the right thing to retur 
soldiers. In any case he cannot be ex- 
pected to be responsible for the indivi-— 
dual cases which arise every day as th 
result of inefficient administration. 
Mr. James Pace.—Then why was : 
the administration of war pensions le 
in the hands of*those who had ‘been a 
ministering them efficiently? = = = 
Mr. LUSTER.—It was the desea 
the representatives of the returned sol- — 
diers that the transfer should be made. 
Mr. James. Pacr.—It is their’ desire 
now to get the control of war pensions is 
out of the hands of the Repatriation Com- 
mission, ace 
Mr. LISTER.—People always gain by 
experience, We, on this side of — 
House, do not profess to be perfect. 


or two instances of ine fenee adminii 
tration. Members could speak for hor 
on the general disorganization of the 
pee without me any pre 


boty to two. <A soldier, who had had 
considerable service overseas, 
suffering from heart trouble, shell-sho 
and fits. In the Caulfield Hospital he 
was subject to frequent fits, but was dis- 
charged from the institution without a 
pension. When he made a claim for pen- ~ 
sion rights, the generous Pensions De 
partment “opened their hearts to the ex- 
tent of giving him a miserable 10s. per — 
week. for himself, a wife, andy two. PbS 1 


follow his pre-war occupation. ‘ 
case is mentioned by a lady who wrote 0 
me on the 14th May from a place in the 
Corio electorate. I do not mention her ~ 
name, because it is not fair to per- 
who write in this © 


their distress» should — ane ata 


- fortnight in pension and allowances, but, 
under the new regulation, which has been 
administered very drastically of late, she 
‘gets only 27s. 6d. per week, or £2. 15s. 
a fortnight. In a letter that I received 
from her this afternoon, she thanks me 
for the interest I have taken in her affairs, 
and tells me that her husband died of 
ae influenza after being sent back 
from overseas as medically unfit, and she 
~ goes on to say that unless the Department 
- comes to her assistance, the home, or, as 
she terms it, the hut, built. for her by 
her deceased soldier husband must be 
sacrificed. She cannot keep the wolf 
from the door, feeding and clothing her- 
| self and her children on the miserable 
eae she gets from the Department. 
_I may be chided by the Minister for hav- 
ing mentioned this case hefore taking it 
to him, but complaints of this kind are 


goeral among honorable members. There ' 


paeeold be no need to go to the Minister 
with these grievances. What is needed 
is sympathetic administration, and the 
sooner the work is intrusted to persons 
having a little of the milk of human kind- 
: ness in their composition, the better it 
will be for those whose gause we cham- 
ene 


Time allowed for he iene of the 
“motion extended to 5.15 p.m. 


‘Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [4.15].—I 
join, with other honorable members in 
 yoicing discontent and dissatisfaction with 
the administration of the Repatriation 
IPO partinent. The Minister is sympa- 

' thetic, but, unfortunately, he puts too 
- much ‘reliance on certain officials, and, ap- 
parently, takes their word for everything. 
J acknowledge that in several cases I have 
got satisfaction from him, but in others 
there has been considerable delay, and, in 
one instance, nothing has yet been done. 
dn this last case, an unfortunate soldier 
was drawing the "full pension for a little 
while, and was suddenly deprived of it. 
‘Within a fortnight he claimed an invalid 
pension. Honorable members»know how 
' difficult it is to obtain that pension, unless 
2 applicant is absolutely incapacitated. 
oi © Mr. Heoror Lamonp.—It should he 
“much easier to get a war pension. 
- Mr. McGRATH—Yes. This man has 
a wife and five children. He appealed 
to the Department, but it was three 
months before his first letter was answered, 
nd for. that time he and his fay were 
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, examined by a lady doctor. 
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starving. I then wrote to the Minister, 


and got from him-an immediate reply; i 
but there was a further delay of three 


weeks. Finally the man was told that 
he wag suffering from a pre-war injury, — 


and was not entitled to a war pension. — At 
Now, those who volunteered for active ser- 
vice ‘had to undergo a stiff medical ex- id 


amination, not onee, but a number of! 


\ Ae te 
times, ahd there was a final éxamination 


just previous to sailing. This man must 


have been in pretty good health to be aN : 
I do not ay 


accepted by the authorities. 
know whether he went beyond England, 


but he was certified to by the doctors im) ee 


Victoria as medically fit when he lett 
Australia. Had he been suffering from 


any complaint previous to enlistment, they 
doctors who examined him should Hae lee 


discovered that fact. This man was wil” 
ing todo his bit, and, of course, if he had 


suffered from rheumatism prior to en- 


listment, the trouble would have become 3 
worse in camp here, and would have been 


further mereased by the life on board | 
But the man was accepted as fit, 
and no doctor can now say definitely. that 


ship. 


he had rheumatism before he enlisted. 


A doctor can merely guess at what may 9 


have been the original state of things. 
There seems a desire on the part of some 
doctors to cut down the war pensions as. 
much as they can. I asked by interjec- 
tion a little while ago if the Minister had 
instructed the doctors to do this, and he 


sald that no such instruction had been ul 


given. Ma 
Mr. Roperrs.—I now pnant that state. 
ment. 


Mr. McGRATH.—I accept the Minis- 
ter’s denial. Some of these doctors are 
exceeding their duty. . I know of a case 
in which a soldier who was getting 42s, 
a week had his pension reduced-to 28s. a 


week on the word of a lady doctor, prac- | ig 


tically without examination. She said 
to him that pensions would be a thing of , 
the past very shortly, as the Government a A 
could not afford to pay them. lt 


Mr. Ropeers.—No one has any right i 


to say that. I repudiate the statement. = 
Mr. McGRATH.—It was like the Hm- 


pudence of this lady doctor to make such . i 4 


a statement. I wrote to the Depa 
about the matter, but they passed it over, 
and this doctor is still entitled to examine — 
returned soldiers. No man cares to be a 
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Mr. Ropcers.—Where is this doctor 
practising ? 


Mr. McGRATH.—In the Ballarat dis- 
trict. I do not know why the Depart- 
ment has appointed any lady doctor for 
this work. This lady’s remark showed 
that she has little sympathy with returned 
men. Weeks have gone by, and they are 


still waiting for a further examination; 


but they will have to wait months unless 
definite action is taken with the Commis- 
sioner or the Deputy Commissioner of 
Repatriation. Not long ago the allow- 
ance of a Mrs. Young was reduced. She 
“has a sickly daughter, who sometimes 
earns as much as 30s. a week, and she lost 
a boy in the war. The Department, in 
a letter to her, had the impudence to 
suggest that this girl could help to sup- 
port the mother. 


Mr. Lister.-_-Unfortunately that sort 
of letter is too’ common. 


Mr. McGRATH.—It was a callous sug- 
gestion to make. Another widow, Mrs. 
Lewis, who lost a boy in the war, had 
‘her allowance cut down. She gets a pen- 
sion of 30s. a week, and 2s. 6d. for a 
girl of thirteen. A son of eighteen also 
lives with her, and the Department told 
her that it was the duty of this son to 
help to support his mother. He is a 
good son, but a boy of eighteen does not 
earn very much. It is all very well for 
an official who is being paid £1,500 a 
year to make these suggestions; but it 
should not be forgotten that we promised 


the soldiers who went away that their - 


widows and mothers would be given a fair 
and square deal. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Probably in the 
cases referred to the lads who were killed 
did not, before they enlisted, contribute 
to the upkeep of their mothers’ homes. 
That is made an excuse by the Depart- 
ment whenever possible. 


Mr. McGRATH.—That is so. We 
made a grave mistake in the drafting of 
our Pensions Act; but the Act should be 
administered more sympathetically. Pro- 
bably in this case the Department would 
say that, because the boy who was killed 
was not earning more than £1 a week 
at the time of his enlistment, he was 
worth only 15s. a week to his widowed 
mother, it being forgotten that had he 
not answered the cal] he would to-day 
be earning £4 or £5 a week, and be 
worth so much more to her, 1 hope the 
Minister will give considersiion to these 
cases. . 


[REPRESENTATIVES.} 


” (Formal) . 


A number of men who were being t 
at the Ballarat School of Mines have b: 
ordered to Melbourne. They are ne 
all of them partly incapacitated, and n 
of them are married men. They 
learning the trade of carpenters, a1 
believe that 90 per cent. of those t: 
for that work have proved efficient. 
in order to centralize everything in } 
bourne, these men are being ordered 
Melbourne, almost at a moment’s not 
They are to receive a miserable 25 
week to maintain them while compl 
their training here. The Minister 
surely opposed to this’ centralizati 
policy. ne 
Mr. Ropgrrs.—I have given the | 
orable member evidence of that. 
Mr. McGRATH.—That is so. © 
pealed to the honorable gentleman in 
gard to a soldier who was ordered to Me 
boiithe: and he countermanded the orde 
About nine returned men, who ar 


war, ona would, had see nae Arie: 
for pen service, be now in comf 


homes, and 20 to Melbourn The De 
Commissioner has notified them tha 
sustenance allowance will cease on 
9th June unless they comply with 
struction. ae have at Ballarat | 


area. 

Mr. Ropcrrs.—Is this fe done 
the recommendation of the via 
Committee ? 

Mr. McGRATH.—Yes. ane 
Mr. Ropcrers.—wWell, I thin! 
wrong. ye 

Mr. McGRATH.—TI think dot ie 
hand to the Minister a copy of the 
larat Star, which contains an ‘acoou) 


protest against the order that. haa) 
issued. lam eure that the Minister - 
now that he has had the creas ‘ 
Snags to him, veto it. : 


Mr. McGRATHL—_We 
was shown at the Le 
night that 95 — per ws 


‘men turned out from the ie " 


yn “Salada If the. men cannot 
+ at country centres training as good as 
given in Melbourne, the Department 
ould be prepared to make the small 
financial sacrifice involved in sending an 
instructor from Melbourne. . I do not 
~ agree-that the soldiers. cannot: get proper 
: training at Ballarat. If, however, the 
; p Gonsaisine or the Industrial Training 
- Committee puts that argument before 
' the Minister, I hope he will order that an 
q “instructor be sent from. Melbourne. I 
Le ask the Assistant Minister to have the 
fullest inquiry made into individual cases, 
_ and also to call the chiefs of the Depart. 
» ment together and give them a lecture, 
_. telling them particularly to deal with ap- 
_ peals a little more readily than they are 
doing at present. When a man lodges 
an appeal against the amount of money 
paid to him the matter should be. finalized 
within a fortnight. I feel sure that in- 
struction from the Assistant Minister to 
the head of the Department and the doc- 
tors to be a little more sympathetic in 
their dealings with incapacitated soldiers 
will have a beneficial effect... | « 
Mr. BELL (Darwin) [4.27]. — As I 


know that there are other members who 
wish to speak in this debate my remarks 


will be brief. I cannot allow this op- 
portunity to pass without making it clear 
to the Minister that I am quite in accord 
with the protest which has been voiced 
by the honorable member for Hunter 
(Mr. Charlton) and others who have 
spoken on this motien. It is astonishing 
to me that action similar to that which 
hhas been taken to-day has been necessary 
at least three times this session. I am 
surprised that the Assistant Minister has 
not been able to do something to, at any 
rate, modify the grievances that are con- 
_ stantly brought before him. The fact 
that protests have been made from every 
_ part of the House is proof that there are 
SMebad: grounds for complaint. Of course, 
the Assistant Minister realizes that. hon- 


orable members are not animated by any: 


esire to attack his administration; they 
ve said that they have found him hard- 

et orking and full of sympathy for the sol- 
oN ers. But the House cannot be satis- 
4 We must have a change 


"present Government in foenect of soldiers, | 


I rose to emphasize two matters in par-— 
ticular, I hoid that the question of 
whether or not a man suffered incapaci- 
tation from warlike operations should not 
be considered when dealing with his 
claim for a pension. With other honor- 
able members, | say that if, after a man 
was passed as medically fit Pat active ser- 
vice, he became incapacitated either in 
warlike operations or after his return 
from abroad, there should be.no inquiry 


as to whether or not the trouble was ee 


existent prior to enlistment. | 
Mr. Roperrs eles oc the law 
is not clear on that point. 


Mr. BELL.—Possibly it is not, ut is 
administration could be more sympathetic 
than it is. If the Assistant Minister 
agrees with the House generally that onee 
a man has been accepted for war service 


the Government must shoulder their re- — 


sponsibility in regard to his ingapacita- 
tion, I need say nd more. These cases 
should be rectified at once, because they 
are the subject of general complaint, and 
I agree with the howorabia member for 
Ballarat (Mr. McGrath) that no medical - 
man can say definitely, in a large num-_ 
ber of cases, whether or not the cause of 
incapacitation was pre- -existent. 

Another trouble arises in the determi- 
nation of persons who may be considered - 
dependent upon .a. deceased soldier. 
Other honorable members have men 


tioned that the claims of mothers of de- 


ceased soldiers for pensions have been re- 
fused because the soldiers had not been 
contributing towards the support of their | 
mothers before they went to the war. 
The cases of these mothers are amongst 


the hardest of those dealt with by the 


Department. 

Mr. Grecory.—That interpreta 
was never intended when the Act was 
passed. | 

Mr. BELL.—One honorable member 
has already effectively argued that a 
young fellow who was, say, eighteen 
years of age when he enlisted would pro- 
bably be earning very little, and his 
parents might not, at the time, need his 
help. Even though he was not con- 
tributing to the maintenance of ‘his 
parents then, it is reasonable to suppose 
that he would be- doing so if he were — 


alive now end thoes or Rix ved eye than | 


when he enlisted. The PEG Oy) the 
Act governing these claims should be 
administered more generously, and _ re- 
- gardless of whether or not the deceased 
soldier was contributing towards the keep 
of his mother before he enlisted she 
should be entitled to a pension if she is 


i in need of it. 


In regard to the general question of 
- pensions administration, I admit that I 
. supported the Bill to place under the 
- eontrol of one Department all activities 
relating to soldiers. I thought that by 
this change soldiers’ affairs would be ad- 
ministered more effectively and more 
economically. However, 
bility for the change is immaterial; the 
fact remains that the administration of 
pensions by the Repatriation Depart- 
ment is not what it should be, and there 
is no reason why the evils complained of 
should not be corrected. Im the first 
speech I made in this House I com- 
plained that certain soldiers were not re- 
-eeiving the pensions to which they were 
entitled, whilst other persons who were 
not entitled to pensions were receiving 
them. At that time war pensions were 
administered by the same Department as 
controlled old-age and inyalid pensions, 
and even in those days we had ground 
for complaint. Shortly after the publi- 
eation of that speech I received a letter 
from the Commissioner of Pensions 
asking me to cite cases in support of my 
allegations. I immediately cited the 
eases of several soldiers and dependants 
who had been refused pensions to which 
i considered they were entitled, and I am 
glad to say that in most cases adjustments 
were quickly made, and the persons con- 
eerned received their dues. The Com- 
missioner then invited me to mention 
persons who were in receipt of pensions 
to which they were not entitled. I re 
plied that I was not prepared to do that. 
I did not egonsider it my duty to tell the 
Department of parents who were draw- 
ing pensions although they were not in 
need of such assistance... [ remember 
that one case that-I brought before the 
Commissioner was that of the mother of 
- a deceased soldier; he was eighteen and a 
- half years of age when he went to the 
_ Front, and the mother was sixty-five 
years ‘of age and the father seventy-one 
2 years of age. The mother was told by 
Mr. Bell. he 


Hi ple. eae Roc AA 


the responsi- 


upon it. 


allotment of his war gratuity. 


League at Wagga took a very active ps 


who. a hae prey deserted this 


the Deseree that she wen nee 3 
to a pension because she was no 
pendent upon her son before he en 
As a matter on Hes se pareai Ww 


expose the administration of so 
pensions. I do not often make thi 
because I realize that a threat mu: 
carried out if the maker of it is 


to the administration of ie Repatriat 
Department. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hu 
[4.38|.—I have been requested by 
Repatriation Committee at Wage: 
bring before the House an ex 
ordinarily hard case. Having regard 
the seriousness of this complaint, and 
order that I may have more chane 
Be it dealt with pile 


"Briely, the facts are 
The woman concerned is living with 
family of three or four children, 
youngest of whom is a little 
aged about one year and ten mot 
This womarm deserted her aay 


other man, and. ca Wa et war bro 
two of har sons enlisted. One of 
was killed at the | Front, and afte 


sa 


death a question arose in regard to 
woman applied for the payment of 


gratuity to herself. The Repatriat 


the little girl, who was ving upé | 
charity of a woman in the neighbo 
hood. is, child’s father pee ott 


This. kia was put before thal ; 
whose lack of sympathy I ee wholly 


called upon to dacs heteon the 1 


mn e } ( " M, i i 


x ike child. aprele, it 1 decid 3 in 
the former. | In ‘opposition ‘to all 


a gai and. to all ue dictates. of 


ct ae Ronemis, daar eae at Mis onde: 
able member is not suggesting that the 
- Repatriation” Commission is in. any way 
_ responsible for that? — 3 
). » Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —T have 
, had the case before the Minister pre- 
viously, and that is why . I am referring 
> to it now. The*Wagga branch of the 
Repatriation Committee wrote me as fol- 
lows :— 
 Herewith 1 hand you. copies” of correspon- 
dence which has passed in connexion with the 
. application of ——. 
_ I will not mention the girl’s name— 
_ for the war gratuity. . : 
The letter then Acai the circumstances 
of the case, and proceeds— 
“In spite of the- circumstances. of the deser- 


tion of her child by the mother of this ex- 
soldier, leaving the little girl dependent upon 


gratuity shall be made to the girl’s mother. 
In the opinion of my Committee, it is a dis- 
_ grace unequalled to make this payment to the 
mother, and leave the little girl still depen- 
dent upon the charity of a neighbour. I shall 
be glad if you will bring the matter forward. 


\ ae did as I was requested, and the last 
ey reply which I received reads— * 

Your favour of the Ist inst., advising that 
zi nothing ean be done in connexion with this 
girls application for the war gratuity in re- 
" Bpect. of her deceased brother. as her mother 


has already been paid the gratuity, is to hand. 
This information having been communicated 


| be you for the assistance you gave in the matter, 


of ventilating in the House this outrageous 
action on the part of those responsible for the 
_ distribution of the gratuity. This case is well 
own in the district, and it has caused wide- 
"spread dissatisfaction | and indignation that 
such a state of things is allowed. 


hae sympathize with the ‘Minister for Re- 
_patriation, because he is surrounded by 
about the worst staff that he could get. 
Mr. Ropexrs.—I will not admit that. 
Mr. 
speaking, not merely from my own ex- 
erience, because it has been pointed out 
y ; others that it would be impossible for 
' Minister to conduct his Department — 
3a isfactorily while ‘he is surrounded by 
who. do! not Bi eer a osseased 


» favour | 


has referred are very hard, may I ask” 


‘so absolutely opposed to common sie 


the charity of neighbours, the War Gratuities. 
Board have decided. that the payment of the 


to my Committee, I was requested to thank © must abide by the law. 


‘and to ask that you take an early opportunity 


‘honorable member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. 


PARKER MOLONEY.—I am 


sions. Department. 


jase ak Wane pul aaa is so 
essential an element in matters of this ; 
character. ale 


Mr. ee Be bi not A to’ inters 3% 
rupt the hovorable member; but, although 
the circumstances of the ame to which he 


him this question, ‘‘ When is a mother — 
not a mother ”’? 


An Honorasty Mumser. —When | she 
deserts her children. | 

Mr. Roperers.—She is always > the 
soldier’s mother and his next-of-kin. 
Even though she may have deserted her 
husband and child; -legally she is alway 
the mother of her. deceased son, and his 
‘next-of-kin. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — Of } 
course, I admit that. But if the law is 


why continue to observe it? It is no 
answer for the Assistant Minister for 
Repatriation to tell me that, the law is, 
so-and-so. If the law is-wrong, obviously 
it is our duty to amend it. a 


Mr. Roperrs.—The case quoted gy & . 
hard one, but the law is as I have stated. 


Mr. CHARLTON, =“Tuder the Act, has 
the Minister no discretion in a case of 
that kind? 


Mr. Ropa@rrs.—No 
to the next-of-kin. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ae in 
this case, for all practical purposes, the 
next-of-kin is non-existent. This woman 
deserted her little child as if it did not 
belong to her. Yet we are told that we — 
In such eireum- 
stances, I say that the law is an ass, or 
something worse. ona 

Mr. Forny.—The honorable member 
was a member of this Chamber when the 
War Gratuity Act was framed, and he 
should have seen to the matter then. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —The 


The’ law applicn 


Foley) was not a member of this House 
at the time of which he speaks, and there- 
fore I can forgive his statement, because 
he does not know what happened then. | 
Upon that occasion, I submitted an 
amendment to the effect that the admi 
istration of war pensions should be 
allowed to remain with the Old-age Per 
Had that amendment 


been Ped, none of this outs would Da 

have ~ arisen. Our war pensions were 

taken out of the hands of a sympathetic 

body: and Wanded over to officers who are. 

dealing with the claimants for those pen- 

slong most unsym pathetically.” of ‘that kind.» 


Mr. BLUNDELL. —Nobody anticipated of them. 

that a case would arise such as that which Mr. Parker Motiveecsie 
he honorable member has related this think, the payment of the gratu 
fternoon. left to the discretion of the Mi 


Mr. Marnews.—That mother ie no Mr. FOLEY. —No. aed admit, h 
rights whatever. 


Mr. JAMES Pacr.—ls there 1 not such a Minister for the Navy possess 
word in the Ministerial vocabulary as . tionary powers in regard to th 
discretion! ae 


PARKER MOLONEY. — Of are mentioned in the motion of the | 
ne Ghere is. Te-1 occupied the posi- orable member for Hunter. Agee 
‘tion of the Minister, I would not have sequence, little or no trouble 
hesitated to take this matter into my own experienced in connexion with 
hands, and to prevent the war gratuity allowances. In Western Austr. 1 
being paid to a woman who had no earthly has scarcely been a complaint in reg 
right to it. F “£0 them. When this motion Mee lai ne 

Mr. Hector Lamonp. J Pablidmaent de- 

liberately took that power out of the 

hands of the Minister. a 

Me Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—lIt. did gress of the war had a 

nothing of the kind. If it did, the who generally indulged in. gp 

majority of “which the honorable member frenzy of patriotism. He spoke te 

forms a part is responsible. I believe ae 

that the Minister has power to redress 

this grievance. If the Assistant Min- ; 

“ister will take the matter into his own compaign, aed rook a admit wie 

hands, with a view’ to doing this girl almost every platform I told th 

justice, I am quite satisfied that his ee 
action will receive the support both of 

_ this House and of the country. 

» Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [4.51].—In 

reply. to the honorable member who has has a monopoly” of hae vie 

just resumed his seat, I would point out are just as loyal men on. one 
that when the War Gratuity Act was the ee T can only speak 
under consideration this Parliament in- 

o valuded in it a definition of the word Cea of aici Avene ; 
ee waouber i: Up also provided in the most talked patriotically, but pone 
definite manner possible, that even if a cally, with the result that the 
man who had deserted his wife and _ buted £1,750,000—more than £ 
_ family for years, lost.upon active service head of the tia populatio: 


Ls ‘a son whom he had perhaps searcely ever _ returned soldiers. Until the ae 
seen, the Department must not acknow- 


3 ledge any claim to the gratuity on the part ca 
of the deceased’s mother unless she first review, after an coisa had be 


: a 
produced a properly signed waiver of et was Deets on ito. me for nye 
his claim by the husband. : 


Mr. Parker Moronsy-—That i is not so. 3 , | 
or, FOLEY. —It is, and this Parlia- hee are hard-hearted. 
nent must ae its ‘responsibility for a that oe medical o 

oe Royo he Nite alee , hav 


was not too good for: those | rh 
teered. I still hold that ee 


: ea oa in New South 
oer «The honorable member cannot 


ee ee ais the pod total of. 


those who enlisted from New South 
Malte he would see that the proportion 
, as I have just said, very small. 


Vote ParkER Maliare —- [here are 
_ many who are suffering injustice who do 
“pot write to members of Parliament. 
Mr. FOLEY —No doubt; and, with 
Bleck to a great many cases, I am sorry 
that political influence has been brought 
to bear. It is not fair that one member 
£ Parliament, who may have a strong 
political “ pull, ” should be able to show 
that he can get things done, while others 
qually active, in the interests of their 
onstituents, and equally sympathetic to- 
wards returned men, cannot secure simi- 
lar results. The honorable member for 
Ballarat (Mr. McGrath) remarked, with 


“Tespect to review and investigation of 
cases of complaint, that they ought all to. 
_be settled within a fortnight. I assure him 


that that could not be done, since in- 
quiries, one way or another, often take 
much longer. I recall an instanée to 
_ show that particulars of cases, as they are 
_made public in pursuance of a policy of 
criticising the pensions administration, 
will not always stand investigation. The 
circumstances of a certain family were 
_ taken up prominently by the press in my 
- State, under such headings as, “ Scan- 
_dalous treatment of a soldier.” It was 
omy. task to make inquiries, and I found 
that the family was getting £6 2s. 6d. 
from governmental sources. Yet, before 
leaving for the war, the head ‘of that 
amily had never. earned so much per 
ek, Every case has to be dealt with 
its own peculiar merits. In my 

0 inion, aber should be a committee of 


© ery State should be cut up. The ie 
i such committees should be to investi- 
gate every case of complaint. Thus 
ere would be ee apo what hon- 
rable met ‘The 


plaint time and again, 


- not only to the Commission, ath 
quarters, but to the Minister also. . 
would imsure that every Dereon ey a fair 


deal. 


My. MATHEWS (Melbourne Pon 


-[5.0].—I have only a few words to say i 


repetition of statements which I have al. — 
ready made about half-a-dozen’ times i 
this Chamber, but I wish to preface my 
remarks by saying that I do not condemn 
the departmental officials. Their dutie 
are arduous, but they are doing well. 
Like other people, the Commissioners and 
members of the Boards are apt to make 
mistakes. ee Leng eee 


I have not heard a word to-day con 
cerning one class of dependant who ha: 
suffered most heavily of all. T refer t 
the deserted families of men who are 
“A.W.L.” Although I have frequentl 
made known the hard circumstances 
these unfortunate wives and children, - 
can secure no redress. I cannot even ge 
anybody interested. There are probab 
hundreds of deserted dependants in Aus 
tralia. These are not getting pension 
of £2 a week. They receive nothin 
whatever. The heads of their families 


enlisted and left Australia, in many in- 


stances chiefly to evade and ¢ast off for 
ever their family responsibilities. It is 
my intention to bring forward this com: 
until, perhaps 
some redress may be secured. Australia 
has a responsibility in respect of these de- 
serted people, who, through no fault - 
their own, have lost their breadwinners, 
and are getting nothing by way of sup- 
port from this country. 


Mr. RODGERS (Wasnoa gee ni 


Minister) [5.3].—I do not propose to 


make a general statement concerning 1 


the provisions of the ‘Act: but there a ; 
one or two matters ehh require spech 
reference. 


‘Hunter (Mr. Charting stated that the 


responsibility for the adm‘ nistration: @@ 


ters generally, was cast upon the Gover: 
ment, and upon the Minister directly ¢ yn 
cerned. On behalf of the Government 
accept full responsibility for the p 


ce down in the Act, ea for the esta 


m‘nistrative Commission, NG ‘may i ter- 
- pose here that Samia matters have now 


<r 


Adj ournment 


reverted to the Minister for Repatriation 


(Senator E. D. Millen), while it will be 
my task to continue to administer the 
War Service Homes branch. The ap- 
_pointment of the Repatriation Commis- 


- gion was in response to a general demand 


on the part of the press, the public, and 
the soldiers’ organizations, that the whole 
subject of pensions administration—both 


in regard to the actual assessment of pen- | 


sions and to administration generally— © 


should be removed from political control 


-and vested in a Commission. 


“ 


vernment accepted that widely-expressed 
desire as a. matter of policy, and thereto 
this Parliament assented. ‘Sub-section 1 
of section 7 of the Repatriation Act 
States— 


For the purposes of this Act there shall be 
a Repatriation Commission, which ghall, sub- 
. ject to the control of the Minister, be charged 
with the general administration of this Act. 


~ Machinery is provided. First, there is a 
Central Commission for tHe assessment of 
pensions and for general administration. 
Then there are the State Boards. There 


is a medical organization, which consists 


of the principal departmental medical 
officer assisting the Central Administra- 


_ tion, a departmental medical officer assist- 


ing each State Board, and an advisory 


The (F0- ’ 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES, i 


Medical. Board assisting the Commission © 


_ generally. This Board consists of some 
of the most eminent men in the medical 

profession, and, when required, the ser- 
vices of the most highly-qualified special- 
ists are called upon to deal with particular 
_ eases.. 


Myr. Gans.—And the decisions of these . 


specialists are the deciding factors al- 
Ways. 


Mr. RODGERS.—Not at all They 
are called in to advise, but they have no 
power of awarding decisions. A pension 
is assessed after the examination of the 
-eomplete medical records of a soldier 
abroad, and at home upon his discharge, 


and afterwards by personal examination 


by the departmental medical officer. 


soldier has the right of appeal to the 


ia 


_ State Board, and a further right of ap- 
peal direct to the Commission, and the 


The 


latter body has scope of reference to’ the 


ee medical authority in the land. I 
mention these details to show that the 
Government lave provided machinery for. 
the reasonable paseeanon of pensions, — 


ene 


? 


concerning the administration | 


The. gravamen 4 to- at co: oe al 
is more ag ainst the ee as. aM ‘ame 


upon the Commission, 
heavy, and they cover a anid range. 
have had close association with the 

Commissioners for some months, 


deavoured to fulfil their ieee | 
the, country and to the soldiers indivi 
ally, ‘according to the terms in wh 
their tasks are expressed in the Act i 
I call the particular attention of 
able members to the. matters which 
Commission and the State Boards — 
called upon to determine. They 
forth in section 25 as follow:—- 


(a) Determining whether the deat 
capacity of a member of the Forces in 
sulted from an occurrence happening duri 
the period he was a member of the Forces. 
in the case of incapacity the Hass heck and 
thereof; 


(b) determining whether — the dea 1 
capacity of a person enlisted or appoint 
service in connexion with naval or mi 
preparations or operations in fae 
from his employment in connexion > 
preparations or operations; 


(c) determining the extent to_ 
sons alleged to be dependent.upon & m 
the Forces were in fact so cea i 


such pensions. 


I listened very attentinely to ihe: 
‘of honorable members, and ende 
to get.a general idea of the opinio: 


Department which, in their judgm 
defective. In. the TATOE Ne cee ¢ 


the responsibility for seta 


pengions to those valle pr ex 
complaints. ; 
Mr. Cirantton. —That is not 


vi  aetvice ihe A en en 
he should be entitled to a pension if 
c apacitated. I find in some instances 
a Saeee some ake nis for such 


vee ne soldier is not Fo. a pen- 


sion. a a wight. because _ a anes ) 


of is enksetent. That is oe cae 
cause “of Uanplaint: against the adminis- 
tion. I have noted all the other cases 
tioned, and I ‘shall, as. I did on va 


Oat pete: are hed 
cases that we cannot bring here. If 
Minister would allow some one to go 
ough the filent would be of assistance. 


task 


Pibreet with ae Ge Clack’ of. 
: cigs in the matter of “pensions, be- 


: ne involves ree aap throtehy ae and 
night, as I have done for months past. I 


shall place these complaints before the 


pon for the ‘purposes of analysis, 


rh ave been al in ‘certain directions 
agree to some of the requests, but to 
so rvould mean amending ¢ our | existing 


cae and “alter the sacle ee of per- 
s would be a very serious matter, in- 
ving heavy financial obligations. I 
_ ee promise — honorable mem- 


At Sine. juneture 1% cannot 

i Suita amending legisla- 
at bring th 

ble me 


those : 


(Gee fafast able but it must. ee re- 
membered that the Department, which i 
a huge one, is called upon to deal wi 
hundreds of thousands of cases. JT sh i 


ask the Commission to see that speed: ¥ ; 


and sympathetic consideration be gi 
to all claims. 7 


“Debate interrupted under standing orde 
a PAGS tt 


CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT T. 


APPOINTMENT OF Convertor ee 
GENERAL AND CoLLEcTors, 


Mr, JAMES PAGE asked the Mine 
ter for, Trade. and gets) 
notice— | 


€ 


‘In view of the Minister's recent © prom: se, 
will he say when ie intends. to appo Lees 


Mr. 


are 


GREENE, — Lage 


taken to fill oe positions mentioned. — 


PUBLIC SERVICE | 
“SUPERANNUATION BILE. 73 


Mr, BURCHELL asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, upon notice— 


Whether it is the intention of the oeseu 


ment to introduce the Publie Service Super-— 


annuation Bill this session,.as ‘promised? 


- Mr, GROOM (for Sir Josep Goox). 


—A Publie Service Superannuation ‘ 
has been prepared and has yet-to be con- 
sidered by a sub-committee of “Cabinet 

but whether it will be introduced this 
session depends on circumstances. 


_ FEDERAL chp peat! 
Roap anp Srrerr Consrrucrion— 
| Prans or Hosren anp Hatts, — | 
Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr. Austin — 
Cuapman) asked the Minister for y 
and Railways, wpon notice— ) 


1. In view of the fact that a Garey numbe 


of men are reported to be wanting work a 


present, and in view of the fact that a lar 
sum Sof. money was voted last year by bo 
Houses by ‘substantial majorities, is. it 
that hardly any employment is being giv 
the roads and streets at Canberra ; cand, if s 
what is phe reason? 


ing Sy ticle Canberra. works a ae prope! 
_ tion. : 


of the money voted will not ene nd, 
| “year? : 


3680 


es RRR AT 


‘further report by the 


Case of Mrs. Pos 


Mr. GROOM.—The replies are :— 


1. A sum of £6,000 has already been ex- 
pended this financial year upon roads, and a 
Advisory Committee 


upon this subject has just come to hand. The 


~ usual expenditure on maintenance of the roads 
is still taking place, twenty-one men _ being 


employed on the work. 


2. The expenditure authorized to date 


amounts to £111,779, including £32,500 in pay- 


ment of the buildings and equipment taken 


ever ‘from the trustees of the Molonglo In- 
‘ternment Camp, and the works covered by 


such authorization “are well advanced. Re- 


ports upon other important works have just 
been received, and will be submitted forthwith 
- to Cabinet. 


Mr, BOWDEN. (for Mr. Avsriy 
Cuapman) asked the ‘Minister for 


Works and Railways, upon notice— 


When will he submit the plans for hostel 
and halls and other large; works at Canberra 


to the Public Works Committee for inquiry 


and report? 


Mr. GROOM.—The reports upon 


these subjects have been received from 


the Advisory Committee, and will be 


Pauhmitted forthwith to Cabinet. 


= 


CASE OF MRS. FARR. 


Mr. RILEY asked the Minister for 
Home and Territories, upon notice— 


1. Whether a certificate of exemption has 
been granted to permit of the admission to and 
domicile in the Commonwealth of Mrs. Farr, 
who, it. is alleged, is insane, and who is at 
present an inmate of St. Margaret’s Hospital, 


Ryde, Sydney? 


2. If a. certificate of exemption has been 


granted, what are the terms and conditions of 
- same, and what reasons were advanced for the 
granting of such exemption? 


3. If an exemption has not been granted, 


will the Minister take the necessary steps to 


deal with the person or persons responsible for 
_ Mrs, Farr’s entry into the Commonwealth in 


contravention of section 13 of the Immigration 
Restriction Act? 

4. In the event of no exemption having been 
granted, and viewing the allegations as to Mrs. 
Farr’s insanity prior to her coming to the 


_Commonwealth—she thus apparently being a 


prohibited immigrant—will the Minister re- 


 frain from making any order affecting Mrs. 


_Farr’s personal freedom in or removal from 
the Commonwealth until a full inquiry has 


been instituted as to her sanity or otherwise? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Pornron).— 


Op he replies are— 


1. and 2. No certificate of exemption was 
as issued in favour of Mrs. Farr. | . 


3. and 4, Inquiries are being made on certain 


ee points epee to ay aan eda into ne WN 


(REPRESENTATIVES. a Postal, ee 


‘ings at Riverton (South Australia) — 


the Minister see that tone ist 


cas VeunaN ane the arrangernel 
her maintenance and hospital treatm 
in Australia. A further statement 

made next week. a 


POSTAL DEPARTMENT 
“Crertcat Division. es 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY ask 


Postmaster-General, upon notice— 9 


1, Whether 23 out of a total of 35 office 
the « “Clerical Division, 5th Res E 


toria, ‘are at rege rece snl ‘the ma: 
salary. of £210 per annum?. re 


2. Will practically the whole of these y 
with the exception of about half-a-dozen, 
receipt of the maximum salary uy, 1h 
19227 


3. How many promotions from Class 
Class 4 have there been within sat 
during the past ten years? 


4, If there are an extraordinary 1 num 
these 5th Class officers who are in recei 
the maximum salary, and whose chance 
motion within the Postmaster-General’ 
partment is consequently remote, has 
posal been considered in the direction 
viding them with an opportunity of tra 
to other Departments where the chance 
promotions are more favorable? 


5. If not, will the Minister take. steps to | 
full consideration given to such a prop 
that justice may be done to these officers: 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Wisr)- 
quiries are being made, and replies 
be furnished as soon as possible, ne 


KOORMAN TOMY AIEF, 


Mr, JAMES PAGE (for Mr. 
stpDINE) asked the Minister for Hon 
Territories, upon notice— eta) 


1. Whether or not the man charge 
murder of the late Percy Brookfield 
(Sturt, New South Wales), Koorman Tom 
by name, is, under the laws of the 
wealth, an alien? ‘ 


that have been made as to the Tete 


morning of the shooting, and the 
failure of the South Australian autho 
hold a thorough and exhaustive inquil 


death of Mr. Brookfield, togeth re 
sworn statement of the local police 
re that Tomyaiff informed him ee 
onde) for the assassination of Mr. B: 
field, will the Minister order an imm nae 
thorough investigation to be made y 
matter? . 
3. Pending some such. searching 


from the pap gsniees 2 


, capes Ie this aateer hie Ht roweae 
under consideration, but a decision 
not be given pending settlement of the 
_plaint now before the Public Servi 


Arbitrator in regard to the fixing 0 


Re: ae ees is not countadrell to be 6 a matter basi a. ig 
_ for action by we Commonwealth: eee Gre for he ae oe 


Sn Pend there is no loge Hiedood of his 
sii set at liberty, no yk has yet been © WAR PEN SION S, 
ta en in regard to his deportation from the. 
~ Commonwealth: but. ioe eee have been _ Mr. RODGERS —Yesterday the Asai 
~ made whereby ‘the Home and. ‘Territories De- orable member for Brisbane CM 
ey partment. will be notified — beforehand if his Cameron ) asked the Minister represen: 
_ Telease is contemplated at any time, in order ing the Minister for nani a 
_ that the question re deportation. may: receive _ following question :-— 
ue. eration. aig ihe 
ee Will he furnish a statement. for the par 0 
‘ of comparison showing the maximum seales o 
CHILD ENDOWMENT. war pensions payable “by Australia, Great Bri- 
) _ tain, and other parts of the Empire, as 


haa f Mr. BLUNDELL asked he Acting as by our Allies in the late European war 1 
ee Prime Minister, upon notice— ee ei of 


Whether widows (other than cleaners). em- ee) canals Raa a 
ployed in the Commonwealth Service are . widow of soldier; 
entitled to the allowance for children Poe to Ge (c) widowed mother of deceased . 
) 


9 4 Ai 
: men and widowers? (d) disabled soldier, his wife, and three 


Puneet 


e governing the payment. of child endow- 
ment. The question of an extension of 
ee Pee of ‘the aati in te.” 


THE LATE Btnornan War, IN RESPECT OF (a) lta SOLDIER ; (6) Wipow oF acre ase 
(c) WipowED Moruer | OF DECEASED Sonprer ; (d) DisanLep SoLpIER, HIS WIFE AND Pei 
CHILDREN. 3 


3 NE Fa ? 


" es, from latest available information). 


“United 


Kingdom. New Zealand.| South Africa, France. 


(Canada. 2 


Australia. aE 


eel y ; 

UPB Ofertas 

3 (Special rate). 

absolutely in- | | La GANGS 
capacitated 


man | , ia : 
totally disabled ; A ete Sk PR a AL - 40/+ (Ifa man | 37/- 
man ( Siete AI Atos ne is is permanently case 
Pe cue pees Ai uke : eet ‘bedridden or | several in- 
incapable — of juries this 
earning, an may be 
additional sum | increased) 
‘ up to 20/- 
Peete eae ise ‘ may be granted) 
23/6 ~ (With | = 20/—"" 25/- ) 11/34 
dependent — | (26/8 — on 
children or | attaining 
| in necessitous | Nea 40) 
circumstances, 4 


‘Derendeney 15/- to 30/-). 
- augmented ‘by a. (According 
16/- per beret | to og 
aa ence 


he iM 


« ay 


wt 


Tarif. 


‘In Committee of. Ways and Means: 


Consideration resumed from 25th May (ule page 8654). Be oT 
‘DIVISION V.—TEXTILES, FELTS, AND FURS, AND MANUFACTURES THE REOF, AND ATTIB 


ona 106— 


% 


(4) Buttons n.e.i., i Bonnets, Hats, Shoes, and other attire, 


[REPRESENTATIVES i 


TARIFF. a es 


‘Tarif. 


British CPi te 
: Intermediate : 
Preferential General 
Tariff. Tariff. | 


not being partly or wholly of gold or silver ; Cotton 
Featherstitch Braids ; Piping; Tinsel Cloth; Tinsel 
Belting, having warp or weft composed wholly of 
tinsel or of ‘continuous threads of tinsel and an 
alternate thread of textile ; 3 ‘Tinsel Thread ad _-val. 


(B) Trimmings and Ornaments n.e.i (except Buckles, Clasps, — 


mand Slides, of metal) for Bonnets, Hats, Shoes, and 
, other attire, not being partly or wholly of gold or 
’ silver ; Badges n.e.i.; Braids n.e.i. ; Fringes n.e.i, 


| Frillings ; Rufflings ; Pleatings ; ; Ruchings; Galoons 


tn.ei.; Ribbons n.e.1 ; 


Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [5.21].—I 
Mesire to draw the attention of the Min- 
ister for Trade and Oustoms (Mr. 
_ Greene) to the fact that buttons from 
Great Britain are admitted free, although 


they are being manufattured in the Com-. 


monwealth. JI do not intend to move an 
amendment, but I would suggest that 
- buttons, wholly of metal, other . than 
trouser ‘buttons, should be taxed at 30 per 
cent., 35 per cent., and 40 percent. I 
feel sure that this matter has been con- 
sidered by the Minister, and I trust that 
he will be agreeable to ‘adopt my sugges- 
~ tion. 

_ Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Oustoms) [5.22].—I de- 
sire to move two amendmends to this 


item, one of which deals with the ques-. 


tion raised by the honorable member for 
Wide Bay (Mr. Corser). The first 
amendment relates to braids, straw, or 
grass for hat-making. I move— 


That the item be amended by adding the fol: 
lowing sub-item:— 
‘*(C) Braids, straw or grass, 
-ing— 
1. Not bleached or dyed, on and after 27th 
May, 1921, free. 
2, Bleached or dyed, on and after 27th May, 


for hat-mak- 


: 1921, ad. ‘val, British and inter-. 
ys mediate, 5 per cent, ; general, 10 per 
sent. 


re this amendment is agreed to, it will 
- make braids, 
‘ making entirely free, provided that when 


Tinselled. Belting n.e.i. 
' Webbings n.e.i.; Belting for apparel not sbewtore 
specified and not being cut to length for belts ad val. 


we then go back to consider sub-i 


straw, or grass for /hat-- 


15 per cent. 20 per cent. 
Se st 


it 1s imported it is neither bleached 
dyed. We are not giving any B 
sores pease this — ws wor 


making any distinction. 


Mr. Onarnron. Be esi is mean 
bleached or dyed? , 


Mr. GREENE. re igi pat 
manufacture. If the braid is plaited, 
of two things has to be done before : 
made up into hat-shapes. Material 
either to be bleached white, or dyed : 
is to be used for coloured hats., If 
brought im in its original state, no di 
will be charged, because the "work 
bleaching and dyeing will be done h 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa). [5. 
—If the Committee agrees to the am 
ment which the’ Minister has moved 


and B? 
Mr. Grueznr.—No; but I am pre 
to withdraw my amendment tempo 
if the honorable member has a pre 
amendment to move. I am not cutti 
out sub-item a. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—That - is so, 
the Minister has left out of that sub- 
some things which were included in 
previously, and I want to know why t 
things have been taken put. 
objection to the amendment - 
Minister has now moved, bagi 
should ne Ae ant aie until we. 


“ 


=e 


greater simplicity than this. 


4 which were previously included in it. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
ios Trade and Customs) [5.26].—The 
items omitted from sub-item a, as appear- 
amg in the old Tariff, are buckles, clasps, 
and slides. es are now classified under 
ce 208. 
Mr. James Pace. _What for ? 
Mr. GREENE.—The reason is that the 
manufacture of these articles as well as 
the class of articles spoken of by the hon- 
erable member for Wide Bay (Mr. 
Corser), was undertaken on a large scale 
in this country during the war. These 
articles are now manufactured here in 
ery large numbers, and they have, there- 
fore, been taken out of sub-item. a, and 
“have been put in an item under “which 
they will be dutiable. 


Mr. James Pace.—I am satan so 
- long as I know the ‘Teason for what has 


been done. 
ben Mr, GREENE. —I ask leave E wath. 
draw my amendment temporarily. - 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [5.27 |.— 
I cannot profess to have a knowledge of 
the importation of goods, and I wish that 
some members of the Committee who 
possess that knowledge would look into 
these proposals to know how they 
affect the trading of the country. From 

information placed at my _ disposal, 


and from the attitude of the Minister, I. 
‘am led to the conclusion that thane. 


is almost an absolute disregard of 
how the Tariff proposals affect the im- 
‘portation of various articles by the pub- 
lic. They are so mixed up in different 
items as to make the administration of 
the Tarif very difficult for the Customs 
iy fartnent and for the public, and 
_ necessarily, on that account, more expen- 
sive for the people generally. It seems 
to me that throughout this Tariff the 
Minister has accentuated this difficulty. 
TI know that his desire is to make the 
a lowith more complete, but it is possible to 
o too much into detail, and I must say 
>that all the other Tariffs I have read ap- 
pear to me to have been framed with far 
I point out, 
for instance, that if a person imported a 
“ knife, fork, and steel in a single case, it 


au nla be found that each of the articles’ 


is placed for duty under three different 


items. That is carrying detail to an ab- 
ared mae 


s pe of ba oas articles 


Ts 


asons for take ae ae of sub-item — 
-imported for purposes of manufacture, a 


the ~ ai now under Gmuenation? are 


and the Minister desires that they shal 
be admitted free of duty, but he- has ~ 
transferred some of. the items to other 
items in the Tariff under which they will ~ 
be dutiable. In the case of small articles — 
of this kind I think that is not usta 
I move— 

That sub-item a be amended by dacaes 
“And on and after 27th May, 1921, buttons for 
attire not being partly or wholly of gold o1 
silver; cotton ieatherstieh braids ; plain braid 
of one colour; piping; bindings; ferretings; 
filletings; statute palond edgings for attire; 
webbings, n.e.i.; tinsel thread; boned ble 
boot laces other than leather; stay laces.”. — 
These articles are required for mantfac- 
turing purposes. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster. me many of 
them are not made here. ; 
Mr. GREGORY.—I am _ given t 
understand that none of them are mad 
here, 

Mr. Greene.—The honorable membet 
overlooks the fact that sub-item a is a 
free item. : 

Mr. GREGORY.—It is a free items 4 
under the British preferential column 
but sonfe of the articles included in my 
amendment are included in sub-item & 
and are dutiable at 15, 20, and 30 per 
cent. I do not intend to press my amend— 
ment, and I do not raise the questiom 
with a view to putting difficulties: in th 
Minister’s way. : 

Mr. Ryan.—What is the use of moving. 
the amendment if the honorable member 
does not press it? Be 

Mr. GREGORY.—If the hongwat 
member had been much in the chamber 
recently, he would have seen a hundred 
reasons for it. 

Mr, Ryan.—I do not see the ohjent of 
moving an amendment unless the hono 
able member means business. 

Mr. GREGORY.—I do not intend t 
press my amendment, because the info 
mation given to me may not fit in with — 
the departmental ideas. I am sure that — 
the Minister realizes that I am not trying 
to embarrass him, or, in this case, to in- 
crease or reduce duties, What I am figh 
ing for is the simplification of the Tariff, 
and that, I believe, will do a great deat 
of good. It would assist importers im 
passing their goods through the Customs. — 


There are grave difficulties to-day, a 


they are increased by the form in Thiet 
ome Tariff, Ag ado a, cs should Tike 4 


‘ Pla Tariff 
to have. my Nd on record, though, © 
_ if the Minister explains that it cannot. be 
_ accepted, I shall be prepared later to 
withdraw it. 
eu oc WLr, 
for Trade and Customs) [5.84].—We 
have made a number of alterations in 
classification that have been due to one 
of two causes. Either we were taking out 
- of the free list certain articles which we 
_ eonsidered should be dutiable owing to 
the fact that their manufacture had been 
established in this, country, such as 
clasps, slides, buckles, and certain but- 
tons, or they were considered necessary 
as the result of the experience of the 
Department in handling certain goods. 
Necessarily the Department gathers ex- 
perience in the working of the Tariff. 

Mr. Bowprn.—Do the alterations tend 
- to simplification, so far as ‘the public are 
- concerned ¢ 
Mr, GREENE.— ae eee they are 
all made to simplify the working of the 
Danii. 

Mr. Eaoron Lamonv.—There ig a dif- 
ference between simplification of methods 
of administration and simplificatién of the 
duties cast upon the public by. the Tariff. 
Mr. GREENE.—I think that .every 
‘simplification of administration tends to 
_ simplify the work required of the public. 
The two things are correlated. JI am 
quite ‘sure, from the many talks I have 
had with my officers over a number of 


these things, that when we come down to 


actual details, it will be found that there 
is a good and sufficient reason for every 
(alteration made. I do not mean to say 
that the Department is infallible. We 
‘may have made mistakes in some in- 
stances. 

Mr. Grecory.—I am asking for the in- 
clusion of bootlaces and staylaces, which 
already, under regulations, the Minister 
has admitted free under item 404. In 
one part of the Tariff they are lable to 
duty, while departmentally the Minister 
admits them free. 

Mr. GREENE.—Bootlaces and ‘ stay- 
laces are free under the Tariff now. 

_ Mr, Grecory.—The Minister has put 
them under, item 404. 

Mr. GREENE.—There may be a good 
departmental reason for doing that, but 
the publ'c know where they are in regard 
to these matters. 


Mr. Grecory.— What I object to is s that, ue 
; after en ay apps a. duty on an a 


(REPRESENTATIVES. + 


GREENE (Richmond—Minister . 


well advised to leave the cas as u 


“tralia. 


the millinery business. 


ae 


Noes: the Musetes ‘adm it Tet 
by departmental regulation, ia 

Mr. GREENE—I have already 
pli that matter over and over 


everything wé import in one fork: 
other. : 
Mr. 


Bowden. Ehooteas ‘ pau | 


this item. 

Mr. GREENE.—They could be 
cluded in the item, but there ar 
hundred and one other things that 
also be included. Instead of makin 
Tariff simpler by adopting the course 
gested, we should make ib infinitely m 
difficult. J feel satisfied that in reg 
to classifications the Committee will 


Standis, 

Mr. Bowpsn.—Where anythia is 
to departmental regulations, as bootla 
and staylaces are now, ‘there is” 
trouble given to the public. 


Mr. GREENE.—I cannot agree 
the honorable member, in view ot ‘the fa 


that way. The trading ‘publieg 10 


stand these matters, ee know 


where they stand. 

Mr. Grecory.—The dificnltys is 
they can be altered from day to a 

Mr. 
published. If we were to athena | te 
the classifications, as proposed, we show! 
merely create for the public, as the 
for the Department, ten times mor 
culties than we would ay, 


[5. 38]. ——Many of the arhiclen in ‘t : 
under review are required for wha 
become a very important business in 
tralia, namely, the manufacture and 
ming ‘of ladies’ hats. The Minister h 
put these goods under an item where th 
will be dutiable at 15, 20, and 3 
cent., because the manufacture of two. 
three of them has been started in Aw 

IT remind him that two or thre 
of these articles are no earthly Se f 


Mr. Greenz.—The honorable 
is ane wrong. 


ot ectionist | purposes. sigs 
ection to any industry ; involved in this 
Paeatem at-all.’: | 
eeiMr. RICHARD FOSTER. —Then why 
did the Minister tell the Committee just 
now that the manufacture of three or 
four of these articles has been established 
in the Commonwealth ? 
are ” Me Bowpren.—Those were 
‘) clasps, and. slides. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. Ly am. talc 
ihe eae about articles required for millinery. 
) Mr. Greene -—Clasps and slides are 
ane in the item. 
meer. RICHARD FOSTER. 
trimmings and ornaments are. It is not 
' gufficient to have three or four people 
who have begun to make these fancy 
fe  celimes’ in Australia, because for this par- 
ticular class of business infinite variety 
is necessary. If the Minister says that 
this duty is imposed for purely revenue 
ty ae that is quite another matter. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [5.41] BL 
a Mesirc to press this matter a little fur- 
ther. Under the departmental by-laws: 
_ the Minister has taken the power to deal 
with dutiable ‘goods under item 404, 
~ under which. “ Materials and minor 
articles as prescribed by departmental by- 
laws for use in the manufacture of goods 
within the Commonwealth” are free if 
‘imported from Great Britain. Nearly 
all the articles included in my amend- 
ment have been so dealt with. Although 
this Parliament may place a duty on 
 eertain goods, the Minister, by notice in 
his weekly Tariff circular, can transfer 
them to the free list. Later on he can, if 
he thinks fit, transpose them once more 
to the dutiable list. The question of 
_ whether or not an article should come in 
_ free should rest, not with the Minister, 
a Pha with the Parliament itself. The 
_ alteration of the wording of the item in. 
connexion with buttons, Lam advised, is 
neve a simplification. IT am told that, 
at the request of the Chamber of Magi. 
Pactircs and the metal interests, we are 
a en have a proposal for a duty on buttons. 
I shall deal with that proposal, when it 
-eomes before us. As to my amendment, [ 
am advised that— | 
Plain braids of one colour Should be free, 
irrespective of width. Webbings are only used 
for manufacturing purposes, and are not used 
‘for external wear. At present they are in- 


eluded under item 106n, but are delivered free 


by ae sie nate as “ ‘minor articles. Lge 
nas ty j i. {2 " 


buckles, 


what shall or shall not be free and what 
shall or shall not be dutiable. 


pole Dat 


pay duty on all that he requires. 


Ps ne Gane feats to put a duty 
upon them, that duty 


should remain 
until the Parliament otherwise deter 
mines. If we say they are to be free, they 
should remain free. It is not for the 
Minister but for the Parliament to say — 


Mr. Corssr. it there is a Diets : 
factory using these “ minor articles” 

Mr. GREGORY.—If we start a new. 
industry in the bush, will the Ministe 
take the duty off the raw material that 
it requires? Any man who ventures to set 
up a factory in one of our cities, it seems 
to me, may get his raw material free 0 
duty, whereas the man in the bush has to. 
pay duty on all that he requires. Is 
that to be the policy of the Government? 
I fail to see why it should be possible 
for a man who can bring pressure to bear 
on the Department or the Minister to get. 
his goods in for manufacturing purposes 
duty free, while the man who is not pre- 


rg 


pared to stoop to that sort of thing has to. 


Mr. Cuartron.—On a point of order, 
I submit that the honorable member fot 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) is not entitled 
on this item to deal with the general 
question of departmental by-laws and the 
powers of the Minister. . For nearly ten 
minutes he has been repeating state- 
ments that have already been made by 
him from time to. time in. regard to 
departmental by-laws and the power of 
the Minister to do certain things. There 
is no reference in the item to depart: 
mental by-laws. K 

Mr. Jamzs Pacr.—On the point of 
order, I submit that the honorable mem 
ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) is. en- 
titled to refer to the departmental by- 
laws, since the Minister claims power 
under them to transfer items from the 
dutiable list to item 404 under which 
materials and minor articles ‘‘as pr 
scribed by departmental by-laws’’ are; 


free so far as the British Pie 
Tariff is concerned. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA 
(Mr. Watkins).—The honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) was quite i 
order in referring to certain articles hay 
ing been taken “out of this 
placed under another item by virtue 
the power conferred on the. Minister 
Kia Pa ar ee ee Hes) : 


as Wir, 
plaining about the action of the Minister 
im. allowing coal cutting machinery to 


have understood the objection raised by 
the honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
Charlton). Coal-cutting machinery was 
probably dealt with in that way as the 
result of some of the influences to which 
la have been taking exception. 

Mr. Cuartton.—I know nothing about 


: any influence having , been brought to 


bear upon the Minister. 'The honorable 


member spoke just now of certain advice. 


he had received. May I ask who is ad- 
* vising him? 
- Mr. GREGORY.—What has that to 
_ do with the honorable’ member ? 
-. Mr.. Coaruton.—The honorable mem- 
ber inferred just now that I had been 
- using certain influence, and I think I am 
entitled to ask him who are his advisers. 
Mr. GREGORY.—Not at all. I want 
‘it to be understood that I am not asking 
for lower duties. I am seeking merely 
_ for a simplification of the Tariff, If the 
information I have received is correct-—— 
Mr, Greene.—lt is a pity the honor- 
able member’s informant did not come to 
us in the first instance and tell us what 
gs trouble was. 
Mr. GREGORY .—No dat the mat- 
‘ tor has been placed before the Depart- 
ment. The Minister cannot be familiar 
with all the requests which are made .to 
his Department. Tariff alterations are of 
weekly occurrence. Every week the 
‘Tariff circular, giving particulars of 
alterations, is issued. 
_ Mr. Greenz.—And it has been issued 
ever since there was a Customs Depart- 
ment. 


es WE, GREGORY When representa- 


tions are made to the Minister that cer- 


tain dutiable goods not-manufactured in 
Australia are required for manufacturing 
purposes he transposes them either to 
item 174 or item 404. under which they 
can come in free. 

Mr. Hecror . Lamonp.—-Do _ these 
weekly circulars deal only with such 
alterations? ; 

Mr. GREGORY. — Almost Titolt: 
| ‘The Minister has made many alterations, 
acting sometimes, no doubt, on depart- 
mental recommendations. 
that many alterations shoukl be required, 


but my contention is that a decision of 


the Parliament placing any item on the 
x free list or making it: dutiable should 


GREGORY. Had p ne ae 


3 in mend t ] 
Bae cader, seo (eo cout my amendment has a ready been 


The Minister has power to make 


It is natural 


be ae a a i Par iament, 
that. nearly every item I have 


with by the Minister® under item 40: 
shall certainly press it. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) ‘ [b. 
—It seems to me that we have. reac 
a stage: in our history ape me: is 


member to advocate any cause re 
of the manufacturers... There is 
thing radically wrong with the pr 
situation, seeing that we are. expe 
give every attention to the claims 
manufacturer, and to pay no regard’ 
the protection of the consumer, 
man who has to carry the burden is 
to be considered. I am in agreen 
with the honorable member for D: m 
(Mr. Gregory) in regard to the fra 
of this Tariff. In nearly every item 
see a reference to departmental b: 
It seems to.me that in the circums 
it is unnecessary for us to discuss 
Tariff. Why not hand over the wh 
schedule to the Minister and his offieis 
and let them deal with it as they ple 
The honorable member for Dampi 
also right in his statement that 
Tariff is altered from’ week to 
without the knowledge of the Parlia 


tions. He can put dutiable articles 
the free list and wice versa. 
Mr. Grecory.—tI do not. think he | 
the power to do that. . ae 
Mr. JAMES PAGE. —He’ has 
doing it. 
Mr. Grrenr Deka every ‘Minist 7 
Trade and Customs has done exactly 
same thing. : 


Mr JAMES PAGH4 (ane 


fault not- with the Minister, but with | 


Parliament for giving the Minister po 
to make such athena ini What is 
use of our passing a Tariff if the I 
ister or one of his officials may: ter 
at his own sweet will? As the | 
able member for Dampier has sai 
man whe can bring pressure to 

the Minister may have articles Te 
by him for manufacturing pur 
placed on the free list, while th 


thing. 
ae the @ honorable member has 


HF the Reel i 
it will be ‘prepared » 


lage can. ie shown. er doing so, 
do not believe in a ‘ ‘one-man show,’’ 
ut that is what we are getting under the 
epartmental by-law in Tiare iy this par-_ 
cular item. — 


& Mr. GRE ENE ee oni niston 
su for Trade and Customs) [5.55].—I have 
tried to follow both honorable members 
- x who ave spoken, but—Ii do not know 
' why it is—I cannot get their point. The 
honorable member “for Maranoa (Mr. 
a8 James Page) has just. said that we have 
_ no consideration for the consumer. _ 
_ Mr. James’ Pace.—Nor have you! / 
_ Mr, GREENE.—Every action that we 
take under item 404 is in the consumer’s . 
interest, and I do not know why the hon- 
orable member cannot see it. It is easy 
for me, after my long experience in deal- 
eu with the Tariff, to appreciate how 
' that item works out, ‘but I can quite 
* understand that it is ‘difficult for any one 
without that experience to grip it in the. 
same way. There are a vast number of 
“articles which come under various classi- 
,’and are. dutiable under the 
Item 404 confers a special. power 
which Parliament deliberately placed in 
the hands of the Minister, and it. reads as 


| Materials and minor Neiclon, as Wrasuenes 

y departmental by-laws for use in the manu- 

cture of goods within the Commonwealth. 

are free under the British and inter- 

mediate Tariffs, and dutiable at 10 per 

cent. under the general Tariff. 

_ Mr. Grecory.—Take the’ case of coal- 
cutting machines, for example. —_~ 

Mr, ‘GREENE. —We shall deal with 

oal-cutting machines when we come to 

hem; they fall under a different item 

2 Itogether. Inasmuch as Parliament de- 

_ libevately gave this power to the Minister 

with the intention that it should be used, 

urely we are not to go on collecting the. 

uties when the intention of Parliament 

s that these articles should be free? 

ond. be utterly impossible to enume- 

ate and sot these out in detail—as- no 


y ie the matter has to ee eae 


3 Bait ea | 
ould naturally have to pass it. 
fas I say, the action, when taken, is d 
rately in the interests of the con : 
public. I cannot see to what the h 
- able member is objecting. as 
Mr. Grecory.—But if, you pl b 
heavy duty, I cannot see where the co: 
sumer gets an advantage. You are tal 
ing of-articles required in manuf \cture 
but the duty remains on the articl 
are manufactured. — 2 
Mr. GREENE.—That js a t 
Mr. Wirnnott. —The manuf veby 
ought to have a ‘‘ taste of his own me d 
cine. ”’ 
‘Mr. GREENE.—If we wish to e 


some measure of protection. to the. mal 


on the various articles Ne has to i 
Mr, Hector LAMONT aes item ‘40: 


Mr. GREENE. ah positions fe 
Parliament has included Bri on 
hundreds of articles in some, of th 

~items of the Tariff. 

sible to enumerate them, ha SO we ha’ a 
a large group of lines under n.ei., which 
very often covers goodness knows. wha 
The object of item 404 is that wh 
articles are dutiable under the Tariff, an 
the articles are not made in Australi 
the duty me be taken off; and if th 
manufacture of the articles 1 is established. 
the, duty is automatically imposed. Th 
has always been such a provision | in 0 
Tarift., | 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Shall we ge 
clauses to that effect in the Bill? — 
Mr. GREENE.—Yes; and it w 
be practically impossible to admin 
the Tariff without some such power, a 
honorable member for Kooyong 
Robert Best), who has been Minister 
Customs, knows, We are only cones 
other: people do; there is nothing © 
or fresh in the proposal, and, so. by 
T know, no one has ever waised comp 
aa the honorable member oe De 
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a dutiable in the tatu in which ae 
“are placed in the Tariff—all should be 
_ free, or subject to a duty as prescribed by 
the. Faniff, 

_ Amendment negatived. 
Amendment (by Mr. Greenr) agreed 

a to 

“That the following words be added:— 
. Rite ne (4) Braids, straw, or grass, for hat-mak- 
ea ing :—(1) Not bleached or dyed—On 
and after 27th May, 1921, free. (2) 
Bleached or dyed—On and after 27th 
May, 1921, ad val., British, and 
intermediate, 5 per ‘cent. ; general, 
10 per cent.’’ 
Amendment (by Mr. 
Cea 
- That the following omia be added:— 
‘© (D) Buttons, wholly of metal other than 
~» gold or silver, of the class used ex- 
: ternally on uniforms and liveries— 
On and after 27th May, 1921, ad. val., 
British, 30 per cent.; intermediate, 
35 per cent.; general, 40 per cent.’’ 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampien [6.6 |.—l 
am wondering whether the Committee 
think it necessary to have the shghtest in- 
formation when new proposals are put 
before us. The Minister has introduced 
an amendment to impose a duty on cer- 
tain buttons, but has not given us the 
- slightest information regarding it. Under 
the circumstances it would be as well for 
honorable members to know that the As- 
sociated Chamber of Manufactures met 
_ last week and came to the conclusion that 
_ this is a good time to ask for more duties. 
That chamber has sent out circulars, of 
which I have been able to obtain copies, 
‘suggesting that nearly everything that 
-¢an be made in Australia ought to be 
made dutiable in the future. 
out word suggesting, in this case, duties 
of 30 per cent., 35 per cent., and 40 per 
-eent., drawing attention to the fact that 


GREENE) pro- 


the great bulk of buttons used for the | 


uniforms in the various public Depart- 
- ments are imported free of duty, whereas 
_ they could all be produced in Australia. 
Mr. Corser——The sheet metal of 
| hick they are made carries a duty. 
Mi Mr. GREGORY.—What is the metal 
_that we need to import into this country, 
seeing that we have all metals here? Can 
the honorable member say what metal 1s 
_ Imported for this purpose? 
Mr. Corsrr.—Yes, there is a dae, 
~ British 35 per cent. 
Tpouhe.’ LEMPORARY © CHAIRMAN - 
Qtr age Se. 


‘Surely we ought to have some pk 


It has sent - 


ee 


Mr GREGORY. what Hn fe) 
the Chamber of Manufactures | 
to: “Sram this: Parliament. 


of justification fete this Picea aa 

would appear. that whatever suggestion 

made for high duties is accepted. | 
Mr. BOWDEN (N epean) [6.9] 


Hog of an item of this sort. ci 


are the State Governments, in. cone: 
with their railways, tramways, 
and other services. Even accordi 
the statement laid before us by th 
orable member for Dampier ( 
Gregory), these articles can be mad 
Australia, if the duty is imposed. — 

Mr. Grrenr.—They are bone m: 
here. ae 


Mr. BOWDEN ——The statement 


-pier, bat is fads by the Chamber 
Manufactures. It isnot a statement 
Chamber of Commerce, or by impo r 
We should know why these new ite 
to be pot in. The Committee i is 


ne Be Way ne interjection trot on 
able members opposite. The explanati 
should come from the Minister, 
Mr. Grerne.—When I first spok 
this item I] gave the whole of the 
sons. If honorable members — 
Committee were not listening, that is 
my fault. I gave the reasons ver 
tinctly. I object to the honorable r 
ber saying that I have given the Cor 
mittee no information. 
Question—That the. er pe | 
item p be added (Mr. Grurnn’s ame 
ment )—-put. The Committee divid 


Ae ices 
IN O8S6 Th Pe: 8 
Majority  .. 
AYES. 
Bell, G. J. ! Lister, J. Hi 
Best, Sir Robert Mackay_ en iH 
Blakeley, A. Makin; Nw idk 0. 
Blundell, R. -P. Mathews, BY Plt gy 
Cameron, D. C. ‘McGrath, D. ¢ 
Charlton, M. tery rae 


Cook, Sir Joseph 
Corser, K.. B.C. 
Cunningham, 1 SN 
Foley, G. 

Greene, W. M. 
Sate iL. KE. fae 
Hay, A. | 
‘Higgs, w. Mord 8c 
‘Lamond, hg 


1 wodeen "Richard 
Mier ames. 


Baer ‘ican aay 
tem, as amended, Hered to. 


Woven materials in ‘the piece or other- 


Ribbons | and -galoons aang 


f : British, 35 per cent.; intermediate, 40 per 
ey general, 50 per. cent. | 


PON EE: ‘GREGORY (Dampier) | [6. 17] aes 
r ould like the Minister to agree to a 


all amendment in this item, by strik- 


ing out the words “ ribbons and galoons 
having not more than forty-eight ribs to 
e lineal inch.” I understand that, as it 
ands, the item means a lot of trouble in 
e Customs Department, because, when 
‘these ribbons are imported, they have to 
be specially picked out and counted, and 
if they have not more than forty-eight ribs 
o the lineal inch, they are dutiable. — 
ae Marnaws -—That is the eek vey 


' the ee is. 


ca aan ee want to have - 
thi objection | removed if Jos al 


Tam 


vide appendix to Bouse, No. 193) received 
‘equest from the Australian Weaving 
om { any for increased duties on galoons 
only up to 32 ribs to the inch. This was 
iterwards withdrawn and an amended 
) sition substituted asking for this in- 
se on certain fancy galoons only. The 
proposal set. out in this item 
fers infinitely more ground and is a 
Ox ‘interference with the local 
facture of apparel, besides imposing 
higher rate of duty on ribbons, other- 
entical with those in item 106n 
Aaa the difficulties of classifi- 
ie the ae says the amend- 

ae press oe request. Ma 
GREENE > eee Mi asnter 
r Trade and Customs) [6.18 ].—I under- 
tand the item has been so worded because 
it class of galoons is made here, and the 
et is to protect our own manufac- 


erefore, the ribbon (i and Balocus: 


tion 108 PG eta a i 

(A) Feathers, undressed, tg down, a 
15 per cent. 

(B) Feathers, drested, including — h 
made up into trimmings; also natural Ay 
and wings, ad val., British, 30 per cent. 

_ termediate, 35 per cent.; general, 40, per 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunan {6 
The Inter-State Commission 
mended that feathers, undressed, 


treatment of feathers. 


an advantage to carry out their 1 com 
mendation with a view to ee Aus 


‘tralian Tale oA Ge Q 
Myr. 


ise. | For this reason we have: rabain 
the duty, which is not very high, on un 
dressed feathers, and have considerably 


cent. oan 

Item agreed to. 

Item 109— a 

(A) Artificial flowers n.e.i., artificial pl 
fruits, leaves, and grain, of all kinds an 
terials, ad val., British, 30 eS cent. ; 
mediate, 35 per “cent. s 

(B) Artificial flowers in sprays and @ 
per dozen sprays or trails, British, (38, 
mediate, 3s, 3d.; general, 38. 6d.; or a 
British, 30 per cent. ; ‘intermediate, 
cent.; general, 40 per cent., 
turns the higher duty. 


x 


3 Oe 2 


_ GREENE. —We were ‘nals 


it a trial. However, it has prove 
Reoe ables and, therefore, I ae ) 
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1921, artificial plants, flowers, fruits, leaves, 
and grains of all kinds and materials, ad val., 
-British, 30 per cent.; intermediate, 35 pét 
-ceat.; general, 40 yer cent. 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
{6.26]—Many might be inclined — to 
think that the artificial flowers industry 
4s not worth encouraging, but it is an 
‘ymportant source of employment to many 
persons in Australia. The lotal makers 
have great difficulty in getting a footing. 
They cannot expect the importing houses 
to help them, and unless they can deal 
directly with the retailers they are in 4 
“very peculiar position. Unfortunately 
they do not get that assistance which they 
“nced from the retail houses. . At present 
large quantities of Swiss\artificial flowers 
are imported, but as Switzerland has never 
een noted as a country which manutac- 
tures these articles, we are of the opinion 
that they are German flowers. I hope 
the Minister will consent to increase the 


general Tariff by another 5 per cent. I 
in milliners’ 


have seen women’s hats 
windows for sale at about £1 10s. 
each. The straw in one of these hats 


would be worth about 6s. wholesale, and 
the artificial flowers on it about 4s. 6d. 
wholesale, but the price of the article 1s 
“Imereased considerably because of the 
number of hands it has passed through. 
~The wholesale people may possibly pay 
“1s. per dozen for sprays, but by the time 
they are fixed in a lady’s hat the price 1s 
possibly increased by 300 per cent. The 
importance of this trades not generally 
understood. There is an establishment 
in my electorate making artificial flowers, 
‘and employing about sixty hands; but in 
New South Wales the business Is on a 
much larger scale. I have with me some 
samples of the flowers produced by local 
makers. I have brought jhese samples 
to show what can be done in Australia. 
Sitting suspended from 6.30 to & p.m. 
| Vr. MATHEWS.—TI ask the Minister 
if he will favorably consider a proposal 
to increase the general Tariff on artificial 
flowers by 5 per cent.? 
Mr. Greenz.—I have already 
greased the duty by 10 per cent. 
- Myr. Grecory—The duties have been 
raised to 30 per cent. and 40 per cent. 
from 25 per cent. and. 30 per cent. 
Mr. James Pacu.—Why not make the 


Tn- 


‘por cent... 


“Tarif. (REPRESENTATIVES | Tangy 


stituted for 


‘rates 60 per cent., 70 per cent., and 80. 


f CI an 1a Ge ees s 
f Do sdady enh Wash petae: 


Mr. MATHEWS.—We © should 
doing something civilized if we did t 
But as I-know that if the Minister ° 
not accept a proposal it is useless to pr 
it, I shall not move an amendment. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [84]— 
The Minister has not told us why he h 
increased these rates from 25 per centy 
and 30 per cent. Has he done it by way 
of acknowledging Australia’s obhgatio: 


7. 


to the Mother Country, or does he -wis! 
to prohibit the importation of the finer 
and flimsies that the working girls an 
women of this country like to buy? I 
am surprised that the hofiorable member — 
for Melbourne Ports (Mr. Mathe 
should wish for a still higher rate. © 
course, if the Minister says that he ne 
the revenue, that is another matter. 
Amendment agreed to. 
Item, as amended, agreed to. 
Item 110— 


Apparel, articles. of, viz.:— a 


(B) Apparel, n.ei., for the human bh 
partly or wholly made up, inélu 
materials cut into shape therefor; 
also material defined by pattern or 
design for manufacture into apparel; 
second-hand apparel not imported for 


40 per cent.; intermediate, 50 
cent.; general, 55 per cent. fi 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8.7 
The duties set out in sub-item a of 
110 are practically the same as ~ 
in the last. Tariff. I notice that im 
line the words “ Coats, girls’,” are su 
the words, ‘“ Coats, 
dren’s.” I do not know how a distiz 
tion can be drawn between a child’s, 
girl’s, and.a woman’s coat. But I 
to ask the Minister why there should 
a duty of so much per article and 
ad valorem duty as well. Would it not be 
simpler to increase the ad valorem rates 
and to get rid of the piece rates? — 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minist 
for Trade and Customs) [8.10].—T! 
object of this arrangement, which 
been in force for some considerable ti 
is to protect the local clothing indus 
from the competition of . end-of-t 
season goods sold at cut prices, ok is 
protection against dumping, = 
Mr. JAMES PAGE (Matanoa) 
—In the previous Tariff corsets 
dutiable under item 110 at 1 


i] 


a 


au ne , 
per ¢ 
+ fal into item ley Rid) are duti- 
40 Per: cent., 50 per cent., and 
55. per cent. 
former rates I intend to move to make 
the duties 10 per cent. and 15 per cent. 
There. has been sent to members a cir- 
_enlar in which it is stated that hundreds 
of, ‘persons in Australia, but chiefly ri] 
New South Wales, are. employed in the 
- making of corsets, but I am eredibly in- 


formed that practically no corsets are. 


: made in this country, nearly all being 
Horie PE eepocted. mostly from Great Britain. 
£ ok Mr. Rirny.—A ieee many are made 

in my electorate. : 

Mr. JAMES PAGES —These are what 
are known in the trade as “ maids’ 
4 corsets.” Even for these all the material 

used is imported, and I am. told that to 
make proper women’s corsets here it 
would be necessary to. import | skilled 
work-people as well. Therefore, I think 
_ that the rates of duty on corsets should 
not be increased. A duty on corsets is 
ti a class duty; it is a duty falling upon 
women as a class, because all women 
wear corsets.. My lady buys a very ex- 
; pensive article, and other women buy 
“according to their means, but all use 
_ imported corsets. If local manufacturers 
had made any considerable attempt to 
produce corsets, I would be prepared to 
ai them all the protection possible, but 


Wig = 


gress in this industry, una ee 


Es: 
eg LISTER (Corio) (8. 16). —This 


iscussion confirms me in the opinion 


ople, there should pe pope manent ives of 
@ opposite sex in this Parliament to 
ist us in the discussion of matters of 
kind. I have been informed that, 
ite all that has been said as to the 
erful opening existing in this coun- 


Sib ne engaged j in it, receiv- 
or Lisi 


pe ow 


To bring them back to the 


locally. 
- Committee 
justify the increase of the Tariff 


for Trade and Ciro) [8.22 | Maes 


corsets were made locally, but the cors 
most generally worn by ladies was n 


f present they are not making any pro-_ 


, apparel. 
and, further, it is of ‘advantage in the boxi 


for marketing the article. 


the establishment of the corset-_ 
industry, there are at the present 


Le 


fal forms of our ladies. The. bathe 
their output is brassieres, a form of 
bodice, and children’s corsets. Ther 
also certain pans eae: a 


Can. the Minister furnish ie 
with any information 
me 

10 per cent. to 40 per cent. British, nay 
55 per cent. general ? et 


Mr, GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


Pah ; 


jee ee Ls per oot general ow 
nothing more than a revenue duty. The 
was no considerable manufacture 
corsets in the Commonwealth. It is quite 
true that a certain number of expensiy 


made in Australia. The Inter-Stat 
Commission in its report on corsets said- 


The Commission is of épinion that this i 
dustry presents greater claims for considera, 
tion than some of the industries alrea 
enjoying substantial Tariff assistance, and tha 
it is anomalous that it should receive differen 
treatment from that extended to ordinary 
Compared with 


many articles of 
apparel, it involves a greater amount of lab ae 


labelling, and printing, which. are necessar, 

There is no reas¢ 
why the claims of the corset manufacturer 
should not have equal. treatment to th 
already extended to other manufacturers 


apparel. 


The Commission therefore legumtionite tha 
item 106 (8) in the 1908-1911 Tariff, name 
Corsets, ad. val., 15 per cent. general and 
per’ cent. preferential, be omitted from 
Tariff, and that corsets be included in iter 
106 (a), apparel and attire n.e.i., 40. ad ¢ ub. 
general and 35 per eae preferential, 


a potne that this item would: 1 oe 
ject. to some criticism, I made it my f 


concerning vee present. extent. of 
facture in oe: . Commmonyeslti,| am 
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ordinary corsets have been manufactured 
in Australia. JI have seen a large num- 
coher of girls and women engaged in mak- 
ene corsets, and there is no question that 
the industry is being carried on on com- 
~ mercial lines. 

Mr. James Pacu—They are making 
_ brassieres as well. 


Mr. GREENE.—It is true that one 
_ factory in which I saw the actual opera- 
~ tion of corset manufacture is owned by a 
firm which makes brassieres as well, but 
there are two quite distinct .factories. 
Corset manufacture is carried on very 
‘extensively. I know that one large fac- 
 hory is now being established in Sydney 
‘in a six-story building which is to be 
devoted entirely to the manufacture of 
corsets, whilst another large firm is mak- 
ing preparations to start manufacture in 
the Commonwealth. It is indisputable 
that, although this duty has been in opera- 
tion "for only a short period, the industry 
is in a fair way to become well estab- 
lished. I have followed the recommenda- 
tion of the Inter-State Commission, which 
cannot be accused of having suggested 
vany duties that were not really war- 
ranted. J assure the Commitice that the 
eorset-making industry is being estab- 
lished on sound commercial lines, and. 
that within a short space of time the local 
manufacturer will be able to cater for 
_ practically the whole of en Australian 
trade. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) |8.28].—In. 
order that the Committee may know 
exactly what it is voting on, I should like 
0. move-— le 

That all the words after “ Apparel” in item 
110 (8) be struck out, and. the words ‘and 
Attire, corsets,” be inserted in lieu thereof. 

T desire to revert to the same arrange- 
-ment of the item as in the 1914 Tariff. 
If that is agreed to, [ shall then move to 
alter the duty to 10 per cent. British, 15 
per cent. intermediate, and 25 per cent. 
general. I have taken this action because 
1 wish to ascertain whether it is the de- 
sire of the Minister (Mr. Greene) to 


obtain revenue from this particular item, 


or whether the duty upon it is intended 
‘to be protective in its incidence, From 
what I have gathered, the honorable 
- gentleman intends the duty to be. protec- 


y facture of corsets in Australia. Fan 


[REPRESENTATIVES.]_ 


moved \by a private member, 


ing ‘to accept it, I am quite agreea. 


» tive, as he wishes to promote he manu- ie 


ment of the honorabie member for Ma 
noa (Mr. James Page) will suit oe 
orable member all oe | 

Mr. 
which has been given, to the effect th 
the insertion of a new item cannot 
will 
Minister inform me whether there. will 
any difficulty in securing the insertion 
a new sub-item c ? : 

Mr. Grrenz.—Of course, I do. not pro- 
pose to'agreée to the amendment suggested, 
but, provided that the Chairman is wil 
that course being adopted. Sub- - 
reads—‘‘ Apparel, n.e.1.’’ 

Mr. James Pacre.—That 1s jase ) 
point. We wish corsets to be. rit ; 


able raise bee $ A iat la eee 
Mr. ak wlan corsets are ec 


specifically mentioned. | 

Mr. Greene.—They are tee 
cluded in sub-item sp. The honc 
member, I understand, wishes them 
excluded. The only way in which 
can be excluded is by specifically me 
tioning them in the Tariff. The 
will be elsewhere included, and @ 
quently will not fall under sub-item B 

Mr. GREGORY.—I merely desire 
assurance of the Minister that no 


the honorable member for Maranoa 
Mr. Greene.—That is a matter fo 
Chairman to decide. 2 


Amendment (by Mr. J AMES Pace 


posed— 
That the following new sub-item 
serted :— 

‘“¢. Corsets. On and after 27th May, 
ad val., British 10 per cent., in 
termediate! 15 per cent., and gen 
20 per cent.’’ 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Pa 
[8.34].—The honorable member for Mz 
noa (Mr. James Page) has stated 
corsets are not manufactured: in 
tralia. I do not know why he aces 


misstatement. ij. an 


Mr. James Pags.—I did oe maken ve 
il ahead ie are 3 not ee ™ 
ce arti ; a 


ba 
ig ce Se 
0 pe 


£4 4s., or £5 5s. for a superior article have 


will admit. 


always been able to obtain it. 
present is the first attempt which has 


| rge. scale. i 

The company — engaged — 
try are erecting a large building, 
hich they intend to extend as oppor- 
_tunit ty offers. The Minister has also stated 
ae commencing operations in Aus- 
alia. They intend to follow the example 
“4 manufacturers of other commodi- 


ed who have intnated their i in- 


I 

| aba to know that my Ginn was not 
We have been told that 

: Fite posed duty will be a sex tax. But 
e duty under the old Tariff was merely 
venue duty, whereas this is a protec- 

, a which will eee: the manu- 


n is any hier honorable inenibel but 


aim to be quite as good a judge. The 
‘ticle. which is being locally manufac- 
ed is an extraordinarily good one, as 
n ae conversant with the drapery trade 
wv As a matter of fact, the more 
axpensive style of corsets has been manu- 
actured in Australia for many years. 
adies who could afford to pay £3 3s., 


But the 


een made to manufacture corsets for 
eneral female use.. The question which 
e have to determine is whether we desire 


hat Australia shall become a manufac- 
‘turing country. 


I am a Protectionist, 
ab want to see these goods manufac- 


ae ‘we are now quite satisfied that 
object of the Minister (Mr. 
me) in proposing a high duty 
corsets is for protective and not 
venue purposes. 

ment, the duty will merely ‘be a re- 
v nu producing ove for many years. It 
wil 
Eee will be manufactured in Australia 
the extent that is auawea ae to supply 

pcmente- : 


at other large corset manufacturers matter. 


But, in my judg- 
| Tailed, 


£99 , 166, 
e a very long time indeed before. 


Ls Mr. GREGORY ae a won p ny 

: out that everything required in connex 
ee have seen 

in this 


with their manufacture must be 1 im. 


within a short time, noneaun persons 

be making wires for use in corsets. 
Mr. GREGORY.—That is a sae 

My point is that mos 


Pldbralia will he Oba es to pe 
es pies He ae more for 


nese to Lavy upon them. The | can 
value of the corsets, imported into 


ie 1919. Tals £8715, 000, and he 
mated value of the corsets manufact 

within the Commonwealth — repres 

only about 3 per cent. of our requireme 

or a total value of £26,000. As a loc: il 

industry, the manufacture of corsets as 

never been a success, 


wah now. 
Mr. GREGORY .—Oh, yes, it nee) 


the corsets manufactured in Austra 


Nie owit ian | 


But no record hag ever been kept of the 
value represented by these manufactur 
The present price of corsets is someth 
like 100 per cent. more than it was bef 
the war. During the year 1919-20, nin 
months of which was covered. ‘by 
Tariff of 1914, and the remaining th 
months by the present Tariff, the duty co 
lected upon corsets amounted to £65,201 
That period comprised nine months 
under the 1914 Tariff ang only thr: 
under the Tariff of 1920. Had a dut; 


been in foree for the full year, 


a olan aula haves be 
and am the United. State: 
America and Canada een 
of £141, 147, Canada. and the 


Titec 
th 


: S604 


- os of Belgian corsets £217. 
the total ue £141,000 which I have just 


Tang 


- 


mentioned, there is always the 10 per 
-eent. put on by the Customs Department, 


 porter’s profits. 
“per cent., 
‘retailer’s. profit on. the amount paid in 


_ duty. 


which involves another “ £7,000. Then 
there 1s’ to be superimposed the im- 
He adds a further 15 
and in addition there is the 
Honorable members should re- 
alize what all these increases mean to 
fhe women of Australia when paying for 


their corsets. 


is about £170,000. 
sum which Australian women had to pay. 
It is of no use to say that the industry 


built up. gradually. 


Mr. Greene. J will undertake to say 


that the women will get them more. 


cheaply, made here. 
Mr. GREGORY.—Either the Muinis- 


 ter’s eyes have been shut or he is talking 


It will be the same old story 
. The local manufac- 


nonsense. 
as during the war. 


turer, behind this protection, will put up ~ 


his prices as hear as he can to the cost 
of the imported article. The _ total 
amount involved in the importation of 
corsets for 1920, including the 15 per 
cent. added to the duty by the importer, 
That is the extra 


when started in Australia can imme- 
diately supply the demand. It has to be 
There is the im- 


‘portant factor of the hygienic charac- 


teristics of the modern corset, and it in- 
volves grave consideration to any one 
undertaking local manufacture. The 
main reason, I suppose, why so large a 


proportion of the imported corsets comes 


from the United States of America is 


because greater attention is given there 
to the matter of hygiene. The Industrial 
Australian of 5th May remarks, regard- 
ing corsets, that “the ever-changing 
fashions demand the assistance of the 
artist and thegexpert to produce a beauty 
of form and deportment to coincide with 
the, mode of the momént.” 
put, but the writer should have taken into 
consideration the vital point of hygiene. 


Almost every woman in civilized com- 


munities wears corsets, and has done 80 
for generations, so that there has evi- 


dently been some natural and physical 


-reason for their universal adoption. This 


being so, it is imperative that the health 
and ‘comfort of women should be safe- 


guarded by expert and scientific manu- 


“(REI PRE ESENTATIVES, a4 : 


Wuetouee 


Added + 


acquired dexterity, and that, in evolyi: 


ag local output at presente is, 


perience if we continue to pee tins. 


This is well. 


folk to pay for the experience 
gained by a few local manufactu 


CU ec tb z 


2. 
‘ = 


ie stanaet to. reason ae 
skilled manufacture can only be ob: 0 
at ‘its best by long apprenticeship 


new. fashionable shapes, the ‘assistanes 
medical murgOry Rt be invoked He: 


some years of work in the local fact 
—is discarded and sold at reduced pri 
as Aas This shows that the Austr 1 


cannot, from the very fact of pres 
manufacturing inexperience, confor: 
hygienic standards, thereby constituti 
a menace to the healthy motherhood © 


stinct advises them that the corsets w 
are most comfortable to wear are 1 


the’ ER ES of the woe ae . 
which women ask for to-day. 

Mr. Hroror Lamonp. —How are 
tralian manufacturers to get that 


to a diy of 15 per cent. 
Mr. Gass.—That would not. bes eno: 
to influence outside nanileen a 
up here. ' : 
Mr. GREGORY. i hig it. 
I will give honorable members air ae 
of the increase which has taken place 
the retail rates. A certain line of cors 
was retailed before the war for 5: 
That same article was sold retail ‘duri 
the war period, but before the impositi 
of high duties, at 9s..6d. It hai 
sold, since the ‘high duties were impo: 
sor oe 6d.—an increase of a Uittle m 
than 100 per cent. pe 
Mr, Ricrarp Foster. There h i) 
the same relative increase with; 
to almost every ee 


per cent. Tt is not fair to ask our: 


the course of their blundering 
a “number of i Siehes in 2. th . effor 


“out a corset of he ne PP ccnahly: da 
-manded. My desire is to secure the 
fullest degree of protection for the 
United Kingdom as against the United 
States of America. I do not care what 
duty may be imposed on American im- 
ports; but, so far as British corsets are 
" heen the duty should be 10 per 
af Noa or, ‘at the highest, 15 per cent. 


‘Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
4 Pe 5 |.—The honorable member for 
; ae (Mr. Gregory) knows more 


about mines and mining than about 

_ ladies’ corsets. He has made some re- 
= \markable statements which indicate, as a 
Ae matter of fact, that there is the - possi- 

» bility of a valuable industry being estab- 
lished in Australia. He failed to hit the 


€ comparison between the prices of a few 
_ years.ago and of to-day. This was chiefly 
“due to the fact that the type in fashion | 
“nowadays i is utterly different. There has 
been a marked change in the character 
of this particular manufactured article 
_-~+a difference which has had to do with 
hygiene. Apart from that altogether, 


in generally for a very much superior 
: o eae And the very fact that it is a 

superior class of corset which women 
want nowadays makes the item as reason- 
able a one for protection as any other 
_ fancy. article. J will cite, as an illus- 

| tration, made-up imported costumes. <A — 
i ice years ago, these were imported in 
oo _ huge quantities. However, the local 
manufacturer was given sufficient pro- 
. tection to establish the “industry in 
_ Australia on an extensive scale. There 
is no reason why the same results should 
not accrue from a reasonable protection 


eorsets as have resulted by imposing a 
«: duty on costumes and other articles of 
attire. « Encouragement should also be 
es given to, the establishment of the indus- 
try in Australia, because boxed corsets, 
being light and bulky, add considerably 
to the cost. The Minister for Trade and 
Customs (2£r. Greene) said that a six- 
storied factory had been erected in New 
outh Wales. Nooneis likely to establish 
 six-storied factory i in Sydney, where the — 


“point at which he aimed when he drew 


however, women of to-day are asking 


In connexion with. the manufacture of 


lues are Baa high, unless there is. 
it 


Cer in a manufacture of : todes 

corsets, and men who put their cap ale 
into costly buildings in Sydney and else- — 
‘where will not be operating long befor 
they will be able to produce an article 
quite as good as the imported. I[ ad 
that the Minister is asking for an extrava- 
gant rate, and if it is similar to that 
charged on costumes I shall support i 
I cannot understand why this importan 
industry was. not established in Australi 
before, and I feel quite sure that th 
“Committee will be prepared to give it th 
protection to which it is entitled. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [9. 4). 
In the South Sydney electorate there 
a factory in which nearly £100,000 ha 
been invested, and another is in’ course of 
erection, from which, it is said, the prc 
prietors ‘will be able to supply ‘corsets a 
a cheaper rate than is charged for th 
imported article. Those engaged in t 
industry are keen business men, and knov 
that if they do not produce a sood arti 
they will be unable to sell it. I may 
mind the honorable member for Dampie 
(Mr. Gregory) that ladies who can affor 
to purchase the best type of corset do n 
purchase the imported article, but hav 
them made to order by local manufac 
turers, whose operatives work und. 
favorable conditions. Probably manufac. 
turers have to import some of the r: 
material, but that cannot be used as a 
argument against the establishment of 
the industry, because when we commenced 
building we had to import lead, and 
slates, and other necessaries. When Ww 
first undertook the construction of loco 
motives it was said that they would cos 
considerably more than if they were im 

, ported, and every argument which ha 
been used against the corset industry ha 
been brought forward at different times 1 
connexion with others. It is quite true 

“that the business. people of York-street 
in Sydney, and Flinders-lane, in Me 
bourne, are endeavouring to. get honor 
able members to keep the duties as low ¢ 
possible. What for? Not to enable th 
to employ more, but to keep themselves. 
in a nice, comfortable position. The Min 
ister is taking a step in the right dir 
ticn, and we should endeavour to Ai 1 ‘ 


posing a Tariff hich) is sufficiently } 
tective. Every honorable member w 
asked on the hustings whether he was 
‘Free “Neel or a De eat emg he. ae saic 


Me aidigonal factories are erected 


Tariff. 


ne see has ‘sale, rontetied and Tam. 


“now acting up to that promise. During 
the past twelve months manufacturers 
aa been building up industries on the 
_ understanding that these rates would re- 
: main. 

Mr. Prowsz.—Whose fault is that? 
Mr. RILEY.—It is not theirs. These 
Ones have been enforced for the period 
“1 have mentioned, and as large sums of 
_money have been invested in “ puildings, 
on machinery, and in training staffs, it is 
unreasonable to suggest that the ‘rates 
should be reduced by one-half. 

. Sir Rosert Bzsr.—Already there are 
seven or eight factories throughout Aus- 
tralia. There are two or thrée in Sydney, 


and a similar number in Victoria. 


Mr, RILEY.—That may be so, and if 
it »will 
‘mean the employment of thousands of 
people. The honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) referred to’ im- 
portations from America and France, but 
I think it is a slander on the ability of 
the Australian people to expect them to 
use imported articles when they can be 
manufactured in this country. 

Mr. Grecory.—I am prepared to sup- 
- port a duty of 30 per cent. against France 
-and America, and 15 per cent. against 
Great Britain. 


Mr. Prowse.—Could we work on that 
basis? 

Mr. RILEY.—TI do not think so. New 

% industries cannot compete with those 


already established, because they have to 


incur heavy expenditure in the erection 1 


of buildings and purchase of plant, whilst 
other firms are producing and swamping 
the market. 
Mr. James Pace.—How was it done in 
New South Wales prior to Federation? 
Mr. RILEY.—Since that time the 
number of factories has increased by 200 
_or 800 per cent., and Protection has made 
New South Wales the leading State of 
the Commonwealth.. I trust the Min- 
ister (Mr. Greene) will adhere to his deci- 
sion, and give this industry the protection 


to which it is entitled. When honorable 


members were advocating increased dut es 
on bananas and onions I did not offer any 
objection, because I thought they were 
necessary to encourage our own indus- 
tries.” 
one direction, why should ‘it not be ane 
hse another? | i 


i REPRESENTATIVES t 


manufacturer. 


1% 


difference between the poor impo 


If protection is to be given in « r impo 
uP fae not seen any of dias wo "kh 2 I 
ie N ew Bent oe living in 


henereble member. me me 
aa Riley ), shee i 1s in f 


in his electorate. ee ae 
particular articles of ieee? Ay 


Tariff, and new factories are being 
lished, why should the rates be incraese 
The honorable member has fests x 
own argument, oe 
Mr. Corssr. ne rates in this if 


them to proceed with some secur a tay 

Mr. JAMES PAGE. —These | facte 
were established before the new rates: ' 
introduced. 

Mr. Rirzy.—That is not so. — 
3 ‘Mr. JAMES PAGE.—They were 
before, and, as they are growing 
mushrooms, there is no necessity 
higher rates. ae 

Mr. Ritzy.—I want the existing di 
to remain. | 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Prior to I ed 
tion, what was New South Wales 
under a policy of Free Trade. § 
exporting her goods to States” work 
under a Protective Tariff. I[- can 
member when the honorable membe 
Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) was 
ister for Trade and Customs, bee al 


hee that: 
Mr. JAMES 


articles were coming into Vieione 
large quantities It,is amusin 
consideration being shown to. a 


Mr, Gass.—To the poor: impor Ke 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—There 


the fat manufacturer, Neeanee a e 


sy 


. Foster, Richard © 
, bb, J.. 


d is rare | and ran a interests of 
, consumers in Australia. a 
Mr. -Gass.—For the importers. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE —Well, what is 
( Siterenee between fighting for the 


and the’ aS any bce 
T ask 


ue Santee to permit. me to amend 


‘my-amendment by making the duties, 
‘British, 15 per cent.; intermediate, 20 
‘per cent.; and general Tariff, 30 per cent. 


Sir Rosrrr Best. — The honorable 


Hee member i is slipping again. 


i Mr. JAMES PAGE, Fath am Hon iT 
Hel: eve that half a loaf is better than no 
bread ; and I. think I know what the tem- 
per of the Committee is concerning this 
item. I want to have the duties reduced 
af at all possible. — 


(poondanent, by leave, amended accord: 
ety & ‘ 
- Question—That the eas peepee ¢ to 


be inserted be so inserted (Mr, J AMES 
Pace’s amendment) —put. The Com- 


mittee divided. 


il 
25 


ad 


ree 
_ Noes . 


Maj ority 


gah: BS foe 
Bowden, ee KG Page, James 
| Prowse, J. H. 
Wienholt, A. 
Tellers : 
Bell, G. J. 
| Hill, W. C. 


Nozs. 
Higgs, W. G. 
Lamond, Heceae a 
. |Lister, J. H. 
Mackay, Nee ech 
“| Makin, N. J./0. 
a Mathews, an 
~~Riley, BE. 
| Rodgers, A. S. 
Watkins, D. 
Wise, G, ip au 
| > Fellers ; 
: Burchell. oa 
Story, | Ww. H, 


p Question s $0 > resolved j in the negative. 
r Aniendment poeeias A 


: eck a es 
Charlton, 3 eee 
- Goo, Sir Tsegie 
k, Robert 
ser, 1 5 as Oe 


cent.; 2 general Tariff, 50 per cent.” 


“Mr. RICHARD | F OSTER (Wakefield 


: [9. 18].—As a further apsbipbacige 


item 110, I move— 


That supe item B be amended by adding a, 
following: —“and on and after 27th Ma; 
British, "35 per cent.; intermediate, 45 a 


as 
As I have already said, these goods’ are 
imported in boxes to mainte eee C0 % 
dition. This means bulky cargo oe 
costly freights, and, therefore, the pro- 
tection I now suggest should be ‘quite 
ample, 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Atkinson).—lItem 111 is now befor 
the Committee. 

Mr. Forry.—I rise to a point of order 
I should like to know whether item 110 
has been put to the Committee. The 
was an amendment moved to a sub-item 
but I have not yet heard the item put as 
a whole. 

Mr. James Pacr.—It was put whils 
members were crossing the chamber after 
the division. ) 


- Mr. Fotzy.—I take leave to pee, that. 
While honorable memberseWere crossing 
the chamber the honorable member for 
Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) was on 
his feet, and moved an amendment. I 
want to know what he. is moving We 
amendment to. It would be quite irrele- 
vant to item 111, which has. been called 
by the, Charny «\ 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN, 

I presume that the honorable member's 
amendment refers to item 110; but I 
remind honorable members that the 
Committee passed sub-item a of 110. 
and then sub-item s. There was the 

an amendment moved by the honor 
able member -for Maranoa. (Mr. Jame 

Page), and that was defeated. The con 
sequence was that both sub-items of itet 
110 were passed, and there was no nee 
to put the item as a whole. 

Mr. Ricrarp Fosrer.—On the point o 
Seale I wish to say that the honorable 
member for Maranoa moved that there — 
should be certain duties imposed on GOs 


gets, under a new sub-item 1100. — 


amendment was rejected, and I take 


that it is quite competent now for me 


E, 


iy 


move that the duties be higher than ee 


ae 


Beat, 


8698: Tariff 
~ The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
It was quite competent for the honorable 
member to have done that if he i done 
hip an hime. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—I did it imme- 
jae alter the announcement of the re- 
sult of the division, and before honor- 
able members had crossed the chamber 
to resume their seats. 
> The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
TI admit that I called item 111 before the 
‘honorable member for Wakefield rose, 
and I[ therefore thought he was speaking 

to that item. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—Before honor- 
able members crossed the chamber you, 
sir, gave me the call, and I moved an 


amendment for higher duties than those. 


proposed by the honorable member for 
Maranoa. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN — 
After announcing item 111 I called on 
the honorable member for Wakefield, and 
1 thought he was speaking to that item. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer—No. I wanted 
to move for higher duties than those pro- 
‘posed by the honorable member for 

Maranoa, 


~The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN. 
I am prepared to accept the honorable 
member’s amendment if it is the wish of 
the Committee that I should do so. 


Mr, Consip1nz.—On the point of order, 
the Chairman distinctly put 1104 and 
then 110n. At the request of the honor- 
able member for Maranoa, he again put 
the question to the Committee, and the 
honorable member subsequently moved an 
additional sub-item c after.110B had 
been passed. Sinee the proposed sub- 
item 110c has been defeated, I take it 
that the whole of item 110 has been dealt 
“with. 


Mr. Fortzy.—I Gndlend that the whole 
item has not yet been dealt with. I ad- 
mit that when the Chairman called item 
110 there was a discussion as to whether 
it should be put as a whole, and the Min- 
ister rose and said he had no objection 
to the sub-items being put separately if 
the Chairman did not object to that 
course. 
and sub-item 1104 was put. Disenssion 
drose upon it, and it was carried, 
sub-item B was put. 

Sir Josep @oox.—What is the honor- 
able member arguing for? 

_ Mr, Richard Foster. 


sary to put the item as a whole, as_ 


The Chairman had no objection, - 


emis | 


is understand : 


ce savalee asked for. 


Mr. Forzy.—With all due deferen $08: 
the right honorable gentleman 

risen to a point of order, AS a ng 
done so, I am at liberty to discuss 
under the Standing Orders of any Par 
hament in Australia. I am going to’ ‘dis- 
cuss it irrespective of the advice of m 
right honorable friend. Sub-item B tae 
put to the Committee, and ‘then at 
amendment was moved as sub-item «, bi 
the honorable member for Maranoa 
That amendment was defeated, but - 
whole item was not then passed. It w 
open to further amendment, and another 
amendment was moved by the honorable 
member for Wakefield before honorable 
members had resumed their seats after 
the division. In the circumstances, I 
contend that the whole item AAG has 
yet been carried. 


The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN— 
The reason why the item was not p 
as a whole after the sub-items had b 
separately discussed was that no amet 
ment had been made. It was unne 


part of it had already been passed. 
Item agreed to. 


Item 112 (Furs and other skins, 
articles made thereof) agreed to. 


Item 113 (Gloves). 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) Be 22. 
Will the Minister (Mr. Greene) explain. 
why harvesting, driving, housemaids’, an 
gardening gloves are’ dutiable at a m 
higher rate than are the better class 
gloves! ? There may be some reason for t 
differentiation, but it seems to me that the 
duty on gloves used in connexion witl 
arduous labour should be lower than ¢! 
on gloves that.are really a luxury. 


Mr. GREENE (Richimond—Ministe 
for Trade and Customs) [9.33].— 
reason why a higher rate of duty is/ 
posed on harvesting, driving, housemai 
and gardening gloves is that gloves of that 
elass are made here, whereas kid gloy 
net manufactured in Austra 

Item agreed to. 

tem 114— 


| Hats, caps, and bonnets— 


ia cs Fur felt hats, in any stage Sd 
: facture, per dozen, British, 
35 per cent.; “intermediate, 


Ker — cent., which 
- higher duty. a 
a (a), ‘Hats and Senwete! of N¢ desosintlon 
and materials, n.e.i, including forms, 
_ pull-over hoods weighing not more 
_ than 13 ozs. each, shapes, and frames, 
nei, Byitish, 30 per cent.; inter- 
mediate, 40 per cent. ee Al, 45. per 
cent. : 


; The British ST eianel Tariff in iespedt 
of sub-item 8, which deals with wool felt 
_ hats in any stage of manufacture, has been 

- increased from 12s. per dozen, or ad, 
valorem, 30 per cent. under the 1908-11 
_ Tariff to 15s. per dozen or ad valorem, 35 
ry _ per cent. I should like the .Min- 

- ister (Mr. Greene) to consider whe- 

ther it would not be possible to 

revert to the 1908- ibe Tarift' so far 
imports | 

et ncerned, while imposing, if necessary, a 
higher duty under the general Tariff. The 
- hat industry has been catried on here for 
| many years,“and although I have not been 
able to. obtain any statistics in regard to 


it, I understand that it is on a remarkably. 


“sound basis. I am told that the Denton 
Hat Mills have done exceedingly well. 


hats. a 
pa Mer. ‘GREGORY — Yer: and 1 holier 


: vig have taken full advantage. of the mar- 
My observations will apply also to 


AF oat ce and p, which deal with fur- 
felt hats and caps and sewn hats. . Having 


regard to the time during which the in-: 


_dustzy has enjoyed a gubetantial measure 


t protection, I think it should be able to. 


and under the old fates. It has not been 
own that there is any necessity for these 
sreased duties, and I can see no justifi- 
7 jon for an’ increase. 
Mr. GREENE (Ri dainand” “Minister 
ie! ‘Trade and Customs) © [9. 36 |.— The 
onorable member will find that I have 
t raised the duties fixed under the Tariff 
Se The reason ds that i in the interim 


Waele to cope with the phiale ae 
de. That being so, I thought it desir- 
issais they 


from Great Britain are 


Mr. J owsrr.—They make very good 


duced one, and 


cams he Aha in that posi- 


high value. 
trade is Horne eatered for by a new 


recently in the electorate of the nase 
member for South ee ve eae 


aa at all events, for some ie tle tim 
to come. tailed 


Mr. JOWETT (Grdisnians) [. 38). : 


ister (Mr. Grberies: So far as I can) C8, 
the manufacture of felt and other tate 


Australia is in very much the same p 


tion as the wool industry. I had oce 
sion, not long ago, to purchase a new felt 
hat, and on “making inquiries ‘discovered 
that for imported felt hats ea she 
high prices were asked. 


Mr, Hay.—They cost almost | as, mue 
as a suit of clothes. — 

Mr. JOWETT.—Yes. “When. i ae 
the shopkeeper for a Denton hat, he- pr 
although it was only 
about one- third of the price eee. for the 


of saying a he oe for our Austral 
hat manufacturers. . 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond Mtns er 
for Trade and Customs) [9. 39 | I p 0- 


pose to move an amendment in sub-1 


zn. The British preferential duty on hats 


dealt with in that sub-item has been’ a 


duced, owing to a purely clerical error 
I therefore move— 
That after the words “30 per cone me 
tish), sub-item E, the following words he 
serted:—‘ and on and after 27th Mayo: 198 


33 
35 , ber cent. : 


‘That is the tate eaelb applies’ 
through the item, — 
the words " Haak per cent. ? an he 


The sppbaedne ‘of Et 


8700 Lori... 
copying the Tariff from one book to 
another. 

Mx. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[9.40].—I should like-to ask the Min- 
ister (Mr. Greene) whether he has given 
any consideration to the desirableness of 
improving the position of that branch of 
the industry which is making straw hats, 
and all forms of plaited hats or bonnets. 
Many persons in Australia have been en- 
gaged in all forms of straw hat manufac- 
ture. Competition from abroad is now 
becoming very keen, and those interested 
in the local trade have only lately dis- 
covered the peculiar position in which 
they are placed. They approached me 
some little time ago with regard to the 
matter, but were rather late in putting it 
before the Department. If we can pro- 
duce information showing the necessity 
for increased protection in respect of 
this branch of the trade before the 
Tariff goes to the Senate, will the hon- 
orable gentleman give us an opportunity 
to put that information before the Com- 
mittee? 

Mr. GREENHK (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [9.42].—The 
matter to' which the honorable member 
(Mr. Mathews) has referred has recently 
been brought under my notice, but I have 
not had time to look into it. If, as the 
result of further investigation, we find it 
necessary to recommit the item in order 
to deal with the question, we shall cer- 
tainly do so. I may remind the honor- 
able member that quite lately we have 
_taken action to assist that branch of the 
industry which he has in mind. For 
instance, only to-night we have placed on 
the free list the str aw braid which straw 
hat-makers use. We have also taken 
other action in the same direction in con- 
nexion with several items to assist the 
trae. J am not sure whether it is pos- 
sible to do what the manufacturers are 
asking in regard to hoods, which are in- 
cluded in the sub-item, but if we find it 
necessary to bring the matter up again 
later on we shall do so. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [9.43]. 


——This is about the hottest proposition we 
have yet struck; but I have been expect- 
ing some of our prohibitionist friends to 
ask for a still further duty to assist this 

“struggling.” industry. If honorable 
members had studied the item carefully, 


(REPRESENTATIVES, ra 


against British hats amounts to prohi 


let it vie siinent a ‘ squeak. 
orable member for Sapa 
Jowett) has showed great concern for the 
wool felt hat-making industry, and has 
expressed the opinion that the Govern- 
ment are rightly protecting that branch =~ 
of the trade. 
regard to the duty on fur hats? 
have in this Parliament honorable mem: 
bers who are never tired of attending big 
loyalty meetings in the Town Hall or 
Empire Day celebrations, and saying, 
most fervently, “God bless the Empire.’ 
With a sob in their voices, they talk of 
the wonderful Empire of which we form 
a part, and refer with particular pride to 
that dear old Free Trade country. 
England. But when it comes to showing 
some practical preference towards the 
‘‘dear old Mother Country,’’ it is repre- 
sented by a duty of 24s. per dozen on 
hats. I do not care how much the duties 
are raised against the foreigner. The hat 
mills here, particularly the Denton Mills, 
are paying exorbitant dividends, and yet 
we find high duties imposed in thei 
favour from Tariff to Tariff. This duty 


bition. The honorable member for Gram 
pians (Mr. Jowett) was only stating th 
truth when he told us that when he went 
into a shop he zvas shown imported hats 
for which exorbitant prices were asked. 
I have been offered an imported hat, for 
which the price quoted was £4 10s.) 1 
should want a suit of clothes for that 


price. 
Mr. Jowretr.—There was mo duty i 
that case to justify the price. ty 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I know that 
the price is put up by either the importer 
or the retailer. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—It is exorbitant rapaciby 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—If we are goin 
to give British preference in more ee 
name, the duty ought to be reduced. 


Mr. Jowerr.—Does the Minister pro 
pose to increase the duty on British-mad 
hats ? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The duty ing 
actly the same as in the last Tariff, 


Mr. Greene.—I_ have increases cs 
British preference. 4 


“Mr. JAMES PAGE.—However ‘that 
may be, I am going to test the prohi- 
bitionists in order to see whe:her the 2 
mean what they say. a 


4 aie: “TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr, Atkinson).—The Minister will first 
have to withdraw the amendment: before 
A a reeeretee . 
, JAMES PAGE. __Perhaps 
Laitiassten will temporarily withdraw his 
_ amendment ! Wy 
Mr. Greene. —Very well; I ask leave 
he withdraw my amendment. ; 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment ey Mr. i AMES Pace) pro- 
Dias 


the 


_ "Phat the following words be inserted after. 


—‘and on. and after’ 27th May 
2438.5 intermediate, 


_. sub-item c: 
. ~ 1921, per dozen, British, 
 60s.; general, 80s. : or ad val., British, 35 per 
cent.; intermediate, 60 per cent.; general, 80 
ay, cent., whichever rate returns the peter 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) 19. 50]. os 

I think that the honorable member for 
Maranoa is perfectly right in what he 
says. A factory has been established in 

_ New South Wales which is producing 
hats of better quality than those im- 
ported, but there is a prejudice against 
them ,because they are Australian-made. 


Tf we can kill that prejudice’ by exclud-. 


os _ ing imported hats it is a step in the night 
_ direction. 
Amendment negatived. 
| Amendment (by Mr. GREENE) agreed 
in bo 
i Phat after. the (words 30 per cent,” 
_ (British), sub-item xz, the following words be 
inserted :—‘ and on. and after 27th May, 1921, 


35 per. cent.’’ 
VY idtemeas amended, agreed to. 
; Item 115— 
Socks and stockings for human attire, viz.: 
(A) cotton, ad val., British, 30 per cent.; 
ca 40 Ben: cent. ; general, 45 per 
cent. eae 


Mr. FOLEY iCalbopeie 9. 51] — 
This item includes cottcn hose. and I 
have noticed that in previous Tariff de- 
bates honorable members, no matter what 
their political faith might be, have many 
times expressed the opinion that this com- 
en - modity is rated too high. The argument 
has been used for years in Australia, as 
on the present occasion, that these duties 
_are formed for the purpose of building 
up industries. 
member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) was 
Minister for Trade and Customs he 
admitted that no cotton hose was made 
in Australia. In the 1914 Tariff cotton 
socks. were free under British eas 


But when the honorable 


better to devote his attention to increas 


per cent.” 


rates of wages. 


item had been debated a fortnight ago— 
the argument of the honorable membe 
ci pond not have Sarees, The honora 


1921] 


the Betiah duty is 30 per cent. t am 
quite with honorable members who desire | ; 
to see industries established in this coun-_ 
try, but if cotton socks are not manufac 


tured here there is no industry to en-— 


courage; the consumers have to ~pay the 

duty every time, and these in the present 
instance are the families of the lessee 4 
paid employees. 


Mr. Consrpinz.—On what basis ar 
the worker’s wages fixed ? i 


Mr. FOLEY .—Unfortunately, an 
fixed on the cost of living, a basis which 
if I had my way, would never be used 
On the gold-fields of Western Australis 
recently a wages award was given on th 
extra cost of living, included in the extra. 
cost being that of the clothing of the 
children of the workers. The lower- -paid 
men have to clothe their wives and fami. 
hes in cotton hose, for the price of wooller 
goods is almost prohibitive. 


Mr. Constptnz.—Does the donee 
member not think that it would be muc 


ing wages so that the workers may bu 
other than cotton goods, rather thax 
cheapening the goods, and thus keeping 
wages down to a cotton-hose level ! 


Mr. FOLEY.—The honorable member 
cannot point to one instance in which - 
have done anything but try to better the 
conditions of the workers. This industry 
has never been established in Australia, | 
and any duties imposed will only he a 
direct impost on nee less able to afford 
it. I move— 

That after the words “30 per cent.” (ar 


tish), sub-item a, the following words be in- © 
serted:——* And on and after 27th May, 1921, io 


Up to the war period we always heard 1 i 
said that the lowly-paid men in Great 
Britain could produce goods much cheaper 
than we can here, but at the present tim 
there is no great discrepancy between the 


CHariton.—Has the 


Mr. honorable 


“member forgotten that in the cotton in- — 


dustry wages have only recently are | 
40 per cent. ? ; 


Mr. FOLEY.—That is according to an 
arrangement entered into between the em- 
ployers and the employed. In any case 
that arrangement has been entered into 
only within a few days, so that if thi 


“Tarif. 


Si Gaoiber, for Melbourne Ports (Mr. 
: Mathews) yesterday said that his heart 
never went out for one moment to the 


a manufacturer, who was his last considera- 


tion. In this case the honorable member 


has no manufacturer to consider, but only 


the persons who have to pay for cotton 


my hose. 


Mr. Marsews.—I shall show you in’ a 
moment that you know nothing about the 
matter. 


‘Mr. FOLEY.—1I give the he roratiis 


member credit for knowing everything . 
that is to be known, but 1 know that the 


“moment a duty is imposed on these goods 
we shall have them dumped into Aus- 
_ tralia by the same people who-sent them 
here before, and the extra price will have 
to be paid by those least able to afford it. 
So far as Japanese goods are concerned, 
we have nothing to fear from them in 
Australia. They had their chance during 
the war, and I defy any honorable mem- 
ber to prove to my satisfaction that any- 
thing good ever came from Japan. Their 


productions are the cheapest and shoddiest 


that have ever come into this country, and, 
so far as they are concerned, I am content 
to leave that duty where it is, but I think 
20 per cent. on British goods is too much. 


Mr, RILEY (South Sydney) [10.1].—I 
ae the Committee will not take serious 
_ motice of the statements made by the hon- 
erable member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley) 
abgut the dangers of dumping, because 
this Tariff has been in operation for about 
twelve months, and dumping could have 
been indulged i in during the whole of that 
time. What has been the result of the 
Tariff? Is it not a fact that a great num- 
ber of manufacturers have established im- 
portant businesses in Australia? The hon- 


~ erable member for Cook (Mr. J. H. Catts) 
the other day produced some very good 


samples of stockings and socks which had 
been manufactured in his division. 


Mr. Corser.—At 12s. a dozen. 


Mr. Grecory.—They have not got much 
beyond the sample stage as yet. 


Mr. 
ings, cotton goods, are much cheaper than 
the imported article, and the establishment 
of the factory has prevented importers 
from putting up the price of socks and 
stockings against the people of Australia, 
This firm have their own engineering 
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The wholesale price: for their socks | 3 § 


go on the land and produce the raw mi 
vial for our secondary industries, here 


have: spoken to some of their men, w. 
tell me that they are in the best | 


‘the price of these articles to the g 


RILEY.—-Those socks and Bane 


that the Government. can hn 
shops, Ne Bike STAD DBI their own’ | 


for the Pana of thos artic es 


Mr. Corsrr.—They have spent quit 
£300,000 on plant and buildings. 


fe Tariff would give them protuas or 


per pair. 
Mr. 

price ? 2 

Mr. “RILEY. —We es no conto 


Me to cel a ching artic 
if sufficient inducement offers, they 
to grow their own cotton. ° 
members believe in encour cae ale 


a splendid opportunity for them to she 
their bona fides. ea 


well in Australia as any other cou: 
the world. on 

Mr. RILEY.—Of course we ea 
this firm, an American concern, are f1 
ing the employees very well indeed. 


the wages 
can be: desired. z 


Mr. Grecory.—How aie hom 
employed! 


‘good, ae conditions. ; il 


employ about 400, - 4 Ne 


Mr. Grecory.—My information | ig 
they ee 100. 


aré about to BEN ohothes he 
my division, and so they are ex 
their business, I do not wish to int 


public, but I say that_it would be 
policy for the Committee to agree to 
reduction in the, items, and. bea? 


the importers. 


Mr. Grecory._-Whose ga 81 
Does’ the honorable member me ae 


Pe ee cael ee on 


ae aa Par DS OR 
WT: e PERS bt SO Fb hg 

; 2 i is if } ity 

‘ 5 fay . sayfa a Hore « 
T if RSs ys] ey 

" “nay 3 : Wek. Ped Pt 
vig f i 

Tariff. 


_ have an opportunity to discuss the items? 
ee Mr, RILEY. —These people have estab- 


lished themselves in business here, and 


it would be a great hardship now if, by 
a reduction of the duty, the whole of 
_ their business arrangements were dis- 
‘located. I hope the Minister (Mr. Greene) 
__-will stand by the item, and keep faith with 
_ all those firms that have come to this 
country. 
cy ee, CONSIDINE ager) [10.6}].—I 
have discovered, in listening to the debate 
‘on these items, that apparently the 
‘7 workers of this country are having a fine 
time in the various industries that have 
been established, and for which protec- 
tion is asked in this Tariff. 
Mr. Corszr.—They are well satisfied. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—If that is so, I 


Mi want to know what: is the cause of all 


an ‘this industrial unrest throughout Aus- © 


tralia. The honorable member for Kal- 
_ goorlie (Mr. Foley) informed the 
- Committee this evening that the poorer 
/* paid workers in his division were obliged 
. to wear cotton stockings, and in order 
’ that they should continue to do so he 
wants. not to improve their working con- 
ditions, but to make cotton goods cheaper. 
I have no desire to do that. I want the 
-. standard of living so raised that the 
workers of Australia will not need to 
wear cotton socks. I would prefer that 
_ they should wear the woollen article. I 
_ want to see every worker in this country 
in a position to wear the very best 
material that is obtainable. 
* ‘Mr, Hix.—And why not, in view of 
, the fact that wool is so cheap ? 
‘Mr. CONSIDINE.—I will allow the 
, honorable member himself to answer that 
conundrum. He and the rest of his 
party are keen about prohibiting the 
_ importation of chaff and every other 
primary product that they sell, but they 
want other commodities free which they 
have to buy. » 
Mr. Hitt. __We want to give the people 
cheap socks. Apparently the honorable 
- member does not. 
| Mr. CONSIDINE. —I do not want 
cotton socks at all. I wore them once, 
not because I liked them, and I have no 
doubt that the workers of Australia only 
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wear cotton goods because hey are @X- 


Tariff. 


lied to es an extent that they cannot — 


afford to buy the better class material. 
Mr. Fotey.—I have never pulled a 


poor mouth about the workers of. this 
country. 


goods, too. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—If they did in Fe 
my division what they did in the honor- — 
able member’s, no doubt I would not be ~ 
here, and so I do not agree with the — 
honorable member’s line of argument in — 
But I am sure that if ~ 
he goes back to Kalgoorlie, and tells the — 


that respect. 
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If the people in the honorable — 
member’ s division worked, as they do in ~ 
mine, they would be able to have woollen _ 


workers that he worked overtime in this — 


House in order that they might be enabled - i: 
to continue to wear cheap cotton socks, it: 
will not contribute much to the success of 


oF 


his future election campaigns. Naturally, 


he does not want the attention of the 


workers in his division to be drawn to the 
fact that he is anxious that their wages — 
shall not be increased to such an extent that 
they need not be compelled to continue 
wearing cotton socks, and that he is en- — 
deavouring to bring their prices down by 
a reduction in the Tariff. On the other — 


hand, we hear him talking about dump- 


ing. The Protectionist argument is that 
ruin the local 
The honorable member — 


dumped foreign goods 
manufacturers, 


cannot have it both ways. He complains 


about the high price of cotton socks and — 
when, by interjection, I asked him how — 


wages were fixed, he confessed they were 


has been my contention right through 
this debate on the Tariff, 


honorable member’s admission proves the 


soundness of my argument |that the : 


worker’s wages are fixed on the cost of 
the duty-paid articles. 
able member contend that if the cost of 


living were reduced wages would remain _ 
As a matter of — 
fact, cotton socks, as one item of expen- 
diture for the working man, would be ~ 
considered by an Arbitration Court or — 
Wages Board in arriving at a cost-of- — 
living estimate, and to that extent it — 
would influence the finding. Therefore, — 

does it matter very much to the working _ 
class whether we have a Tariff of 100 per — 
cent. or no Tariff at all? The great mass at 
of the workers at any time only receive — 
: what i is pe average cost of living. | 


at their present level? 


determined by the cost of living. That 


and so the © 


Does the honor- — 


8704 Tariff. 
Mr. Forry.—The honorable member 

ought to thank me for having given him 

an opportunity to explain his position. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I thank the hon- 
orable member for unwittingly giving 
me an opportunity of demonstrating to 
the workers in his division the economic 
unsoundness of his own argument. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[10.14].—A fortnight ago I visited a 
factory in New South Wales, and was 
informed that the company were able to 
supply 4,000 dozen pairs of socks and 
stockings in three days. We also have, 
at Hawthorn, Melbourne, an_ establish- 
ment that can produce 200,000 pairs of 
cotton socks per annum. These businesses 
have been started under the new Tariff. 
I can show two pairs of cotton hose, one 
manufactured in America, and retailed 
at 1s. 11d., and the other manufactured 
in New South Wales at a wholesale price 
of 1s., leaving a margin of 11d., or nearly 
100 per cent., which ought to be sufficient 
to cover all wholesale and retail profits. 
The American article is not as good a 
hose as the stockings made in Sydney; 
but the wholesale houses of Australia, 
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wittingly or unwittingly, retard the pro- 


the articles produced in the New South 


a Laces ay apa aia aca 


gress of local manufacturers by the exor- 
bitant price they demand for pasging on 
the article to the public. A profit of 6d. 
ought to cover all wholesale and retail 
profits on an article which is turned out — 
by the factory for Is. I can also produce 
a pair of stockings made in Victoria. The — 
quality is excellent, but I cannot quote ~ 
the price. These samples I have ought — 
to convince honorable members that — 
cotton stockings can be made in Aus- 
tralia. I was surprised at the quality of 


Wales factory. I want to point out to {7 
the ladies that the wholesale and retail 
houses are robbing them by the prices 
they are charging for so-called silk stock- 
ings. Artificial silk stockings, made in 
Sydney, are sold to the wholesale houses — 
for 7s. 6d. per pair; but I saw the same — 
stockings marked at the retail prices of 
22s. 6d. and 25s. a pair in Sydney. While § * 
we insist on the manufacture of these 
articles in Australia, we ought also to be =~ 
given power to deal with those who make _ 
undue profits out of the consumers. == 

Progress reported. Rot 

House adjourned at 10.22 p.m. 
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